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bin I onght to give you ſome Account, 
wh why I did not publiſh the following Let- 
ter Sooner, and why I do it Now. 


ben I receiv'd your Letter concern- 
ing the Eternity of the Son of God, and of the 
Holy Spirit, dated July 10. 1719. together with your 
Letter of Thanks to the Biſhop of London, dated 
Jan. 17. 1715. amnext to it: Tho' I thought I was 
not, at my Tears, to learn my Cate:hiſm ; yet my Cu- 
rioſity led me to read them, knowing your Reputation 
for Learning: Ang Lom my great Sur prize, to find 
ſo many Teſtimonies, and ſame Texts, cited by you 


againſt the Doctrine of the Trinity, by which you had 


geen drawn from that Opinion and Faith, which you 
once profeſs'd ; and which now, with the Boldneſs and 
Authority of an Apoſtle, (like St. Paul himſelf in 


another Caſe) Behold, I ſay unto yon, is a fatal Gal. v. 2. 


« Miſtake: So I reſolv'd to look into your Quotations, 
and conſider your Texts z and I own alſo, that I was 
much more ſurprix d, to find your Quetations liable 
to ſuch Ol jedtions, as you will ſee in the enſuing Letter, 
which T writ ſoon after yours came to my Hand, with 
an Expectation of ſeeing you, when you came into this 
Country, as you us'd to do every Tear ; and to prepare 


my ſelf, as well as I was able, for your Aſſaults, and 


not to enter into an open Paper-War, knowing my own 
Ignorance and Weagneſs ; and that I had not fufficiently 
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prov'd the Armour, which was neceſſary for an En- 
counter with ſo great a Champion, as had defy'd the 
Armies of the Living God. But fi:ce you have 
been in Rutland, both laſt Tear and this, and not af- 
forded me your Company here, as formerly you were 
wont ; and that your Letter to me is referr'd to, in a 
late Tra& by your ſelf, as a full Evidence of the Truth 
of your Doarine ; and that many may take your pe- 
remptory Aſſertions upon Tal, from ſo eminent a 
Man as your ſelf ; and ſince T have had Leiſure to ex- 
amine your Quotations, and do find that you have per- 
verted the Scriptures, and abus d your Authors by an 
untrue and unfair Repreſentation of the Paſſages you 
cite out of them; I have now ventur'd to ſend to the 
' Preſs my Ammadver ſions, and what has occurr d to me 
S © wpon this Subject; that J might not, by my Silence, be 
thought your Proſelyte : And becauſe it is not enough 
| Rom.. 10. fo believe with the Heart, but with the Mouth |} 
Confeiſion is made unto Salvation; and not con- 
felling the Lord Feſus before Men, is next to the de- 
nying him. | 8 5 


I do not doubt, but your Zeal will prompt you to a 

Reply; and therefore allow me to tell you the Method, 
in which it will be moſt fair in its faf and ſatiſ- 

factory to me and ethers, who ſhall read it. ; 


1. To ſtate your own Doctrine, and to ſhew that it 
is conſiſtent with common Senſe, and with the other 
Doctrines of our Holy Religion; which, J hope, we 
agree in; ſome of which I have mention d in my Let- 

ter: For, like the Men of Capua, who would not de- 
ſtroy their Magiſtrates, though they extremely diſlik'd 
them, becauſe they could not find better to put into 
their Places; you ſhould not, in an Age, when man) 
ridicule all reveal'd Religion, reproach that, which 
k. 28. is eſtabliſhd among us, as 8 againſt the Light 
ORD « of Nature and common Senſe ”, till No 


L r — A 

5 [ 11 1555 i 

fried your own Scheme from that Objection, and evi: nl 
dintly ſhewn that it is rational and true. uy * 0 
2. To juſtify the Conſtruction, which you Juve Will 
put upon the Texts, cited by you out of the Scfi- N 
ptur ES. | | | | ; 7 11:08 
3. Not to load me with a Multitude of new WW 
Quotations. For that is to lead me into a Labyrinth, HM 
where a Man ſo little vers d in the Fathers, as I am, 4 
will want a Clue of Thread to bring him out of it; and "Ul 
ou cannot expect that I ſhould believe they are true, or == 
that I will take the Pains to examine them; for I may 1 
juſtly conclude them to be falſe, till you have prov'd +» 
thoſe in your Letter, which I have look'd into, to be Wh 
truly and fairly fated. And ſince“ Thoſe are the 3 
« Original Principal Texts and Teſtimonies, vs 
« which concern this important Subject, tis in _ K 1 
vain to heap np others, which are leſs Authoritative 8 == 
and Cogent. Now whether your Ouotations be true 1 
and fair, is a Matter of Fa#, which can ſcarce bear KY 
a Diſpute, or may be eaſily decided: And tho if they PM 
were true and fair, which I am ſure they are not, it 11 
would not follow, that I ought to yield to them, becauſe 1 
there may be others, and you your ſelf have mention d 1 
. ſeveral, which are plainer, clearer, and ſtronger A/- 1 
ſertions of the Divinity of the Son of God and 14040 
Holy Ghoſt, than Thoſe which you have produced 1 
againſt it: Tet, if theſe be not true and fair, it vill 1 
follow, that you onght to renounce that Opinion and 0/8 
Doctrine, into which you have been ſo miſled. But, 1 
notwithſtanding this Advantage which I have, I dare 1 
join Iſſue with you upon this Point of the Truth and Ri 
Fairneſs of your @uotations, 4k 
Laſtly, As you have a Right to examine my Quota- { 1 
tions, and the Conſtruction of the Texts cited by me, * 
( as I have done yours ;) ſo I ſhall be well pleas'd to wy 
ſee your Obſervations ; being very ſure that I have not || 10 
A 3 wilſully 1 
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wilfully prevartcated in repreſenting them; and there- 

fore may hope I ſhall not want many Excuſes : But if 

I have committed any Miſtake, I ſhall willingly be cor- 
rected; for I my ſelf would amend it, if I knew it. 


But I would not have you think, that J am pro- 
voking you to a Reply, with any Intention of Writing 
any more upon this Subject: For if what I bave ſaid © 
in Defence of our moſt Holy Faith be right, there will 
| be no need of it : But if in any Thing I have err'd, 
| *tis better to rely on the Goodneſs of thoſe in Antho- 
$ 5 rity, to whom I bumbly ſubmit my ſelf, to forgive 

+ ſuch Fault, than to repeat it, by attempting to ju- 
ſtify it. . . 


Burley, 6 | 
Nov. 21. 1720. 
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Was ſarprized to find in the Prints, an Ad- 
vertiſement of your Letter to me concern- 
ing the ETERNITY of the Son of God, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, before I had re- 

ceived ſuch Letter from you, or heard 
of your Intention to write it: 

But now I have read it, I muſt thank ä 

N you for the Juſtice you have done me, in 2 pet. jj, 4; 
ranking me with: choſe, who will not deny the Lord that bought, pſal. 


them; and I truſt in him, that nothing ſhall ever remove me, Ixxxix. 26. 


from this Rock of my galuation; aud; L am, very ſorry that any Rom. iz, 
in this Age have made him to themſelves a, Rock of Offence. 33. 

I wiſh I could. as well deſerve the Compliment you make Jam. ii. 
me, p, 13. and that T and others did ſbem our Faith by oun 19. 
Works; then that worthy Name by which we are called would. not, Rom. ii. 
be blaſphemed, ar leaſt we ſhould give no Occaſion for it: And 24, 
tho I am very far from imputing to you any ſuch Faults, yet 1 Tim. i; 


if you conſider how many of your Followers, have put away a tg. 


good Conſcience before they made Shipwreck of their. Faith, and Letter to 
what Tendency your Doctrine has to produce the ſame Effect Bj/gp of 
in others, you may find Reaſon to change once more your Opi- London, 
nion, and to conclude; char This, which you now profeſs, P. 18. 
was never taught by our Saviour, who brought Life and Immor- 2 Tim. i. 
tality to Light, and came into the World, and ſent his Apoſtles 10. 
to _ Men from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan Acts xxvi 
to God. | fea 18, 

But before I ſay any more of this, or proceed to the Subject 
of your Letter, I muſt obſerve ſome Paſſages in your Intro: 
duction ; viz. | 


1. That what Mr. Seaton. lately publiſh\d; was writ, as it 4 
* were, in Vindication of my Proceedings in the Honje of Lords : 7 0 
Now I aflure you, he did not know of my Intention to make 
0 1 A 4 | that 


8 CE TS = 
F — _—— 7 
Dae, _—_— tt 0 . 


N = IDES 3 . 
— — 9 —— ß ( RERTEIET — — —— — — * = — 
. GP g * g , 0c ccc 7 
2 - 


D Ze IF ———— 
* 
| [ ] 


that Motion, which I did there; nor did I know that he had 
any Thoughts of writing on that Subject; nor did I ever ſee 
it till jc was in Print. I ſay not chis as an Excuſe for it; it 
needs none, and I am well pleas d with it; and I muſt add, 
that how unfortunate ſoever I have been in falling under the 
unjuſt and malicious Cenſures of the World, I never have em. 
ploy'd any Advocares to plead my Cauſe ; I committed my 
Ways to God, and, Thanks be to him, he has brought forth 
my Righreouſneſs as the Light, even in the Opinion of thoſe, 
Pahl xxxv. who in their Turns had been my Enemies, and had laid to my 
It. Charge Things that I knew not. Beſides, in this particular Caſe 
1 | I needed no Defence; for ſurely, in a Chriſtian Aſſembly, tis 
x no Faulr to be a Chriſtian ; and they themſelves, who oppos'd 
the Clauſe which I offer'd , declar'd their Readineſs to ſub- 
Icribe it, and objected only, that it was not proper to the Bill 
then before the Houſe. 3 
P x. 2. *© The Clauſe which, you ſay, you had a great Hand in prepa-- 
© ring , was never offer'd to the Houſe ; fo I had no Oppor- 
tunity of oppoſing ir, as moſt —— I ſhould have done : 
but indeed I never ſaw it. Some Lords did in private Diſ- 
courſe tell me, that ſuch a Clauſe had been put into their 
Hands from you ; and I am unwilling to tell you how they 


treated it, | | 
1. 3. Tou ſtile the Clauſe which I offer'd, a new Athanaſian 7ſt 
© to be laid upon Chriſtians, whereby, with the People calld Qua- 
* © kers, they were to profeſs, &c. | 


If you mean that this is a new. Teſt, as being then firſt to 
be introduced into our Law, you are much miſtaken. For all 
the Clergy, &c. who are to ſubſcribe our 39 Articles, do ful- 
ly and expreſsly aſſert the ſame Doctrine; and all who come 
I ; to, and communicate with our Church, either do own the ſame 
; y joining in our Creeds and Litany, or they do moſt: groſly 
and infamouſly prevaricate with God and Man. 

I will not ſay you are alſo miſtaken in your Inſinuation, that 
this Teſt propos'd was taken from che Quakers ; for I am con- 
ident you &now that it was impos'd upon them as the Condition 
of their Toleration ; and very reaſonably ſure : For when In- 
dulgence was to be granted to Diſſenters, twas intended only 
for Chriſtians, and therefore it was neceſſary to have ſome Aſ- 
| ſurance of cheir Faich ; ſo that it was a very ill-founded Con- 
tempt that you caſt upon us, as if we had learnt our Creed 
from Quakers ; and I think it is ſo too, to call it an Athanaſian 
Teſt : For, great and glorious Champion as he was, of the 
true Primitive Chriſtian Faith; yer if we have no other and ' 
greater Author of our Faith chan Athanaſius, I and all Mankind 
muſt agree wich you ſo far, as that he is not a ſufficient Ground 

of our Faith, nor would ic have been the Rock on which our 

Saviour built his Church. | | 28 
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But if, after all, you mean, by New, only that the Faith we 
profeſs, is not what we learnt from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and was alſo profeſs'd by the Primitive Chriſtians : This is. the 
Queſtion between us, and I come now to confider it, after 1 
have made one Requeſt ro you, uixdx. 
That you will not think me fo vain, as to imagine my ſelf 
capable of managing this great Controverſy as I ought ; and that 
therefore you will not determine it (I will nor ſay by. the 
Proofs I ſhall produce, but) by my Weakneſs in urging them 
for the beſt Cauſe may ſuffer by an unskilful Advocate; All 
chat T promiſe my ſelf is, that what I ſhall offer will appear 
more chan ſufficient to juſtify me in the Faith which I profeſs; 
and fince we are obliged to give a Reaſon of the Faith and Hope '1 Pet. i. 
that is in us, and you have ſingled our and challenged into the 13. 
Liſts me che moſt unfit of all others, I may in Juſtice demand 
of you, and all others, into whoſe Hands theſe Papers may 
come, nor to impute to me any proud Conceit of my own 
performances in a Subject, which we all agree to be incompre- 
henfible. I have never yet affected to be an Author, even in 
Things which I might pretend to be vers'd in, tho' I have been 
ſufficiently provok'd to it: But in the Cauſe of God, I may 
ſay, as in the Caſe of Treaſon, every Man is an Officer; and 
therefore I rely upon the Candor of Mankind, at leaſt to 
forgive in me, what God will accept, the Offer of a Widow's 
Mite, | . ps Os ap Fee 5 
I ſhall now ſtare what I take to be the true Chriſtian Faith, 
and what, I think, you have declared in your Letter to be 
yours. 1 4 | 5 
e both agree, that there is but One God, Eternal, Immuta- 
ble, &c. But the Church of England, and indeed all the Chriſtian 
Churches in the World, and with them I an unworthy Member, do 
aſſert and believe, that in the Deity there are Three Perſons ne- 
ceſſarily exiſting, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, Coeternal 
and Coequal., . | 7 ' ey 
Lou aſſert, That the Son is a Creature made by God the Fa- P. 26, 29. 
© ther, by his own Will, when he thought fit, viz. a little before P. 35. 
the Creation of this World, begotten or born after an ineffable 
, _ : and that the Holy Ghoſt is a Creature too made by the 4 uy I2, 
0h, Pon . | 35 30. 
And you ſum up all in this peremptory Aſſertion, That the F. 38. 
Light of Nature and common Senſe is ſtrong againſt the Athanaſian | 
Doctrine; the Teſtimonies for it comparatively few and uncertain, 
b * but thoſe againſt it very many and very pregnant. 
This I ſhall examine, and hope to defend our Doctrine 
_ againſt ſo bold a Charge, and ſhtw that your Doctrine is liable 
to theſe very Objections. | | 
And here I muſt obſerve, that you are ſetting up a new, but 
a very improper and inadequate Rule, by which we are to de- 
termine this Controverſy: For tho that which may be known Rom. i. 19. 
. e 
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& Cod, is manifeſt to us, yer ſurely the Light of Nature, mg, 
Matt. xvi. and Blood; could never have diſcover'd to us Chriſt the Son of. the 
17, 18. Living God; This great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſted in 
1 Tim. iii. the Fleſh, which, even after what has been reveal'd of it, till. 
16. ſurpaſſes our Comprehenſion. | 
But if the Light of Nature, and even the Revelation, which 
God made to the ewe from Heaven, could not make the C- 
Heb. x, 1, ers thereunto perfect, but there needed a Second Diſpenſation 
Ver. 20, by which we are ſan&ify'd; are we to be turn'd to theſe weak 
Gal. iv. 9. and beggarly Rudiments for our Inſtruction in the Knowledge of 
cdi. the Lord Jeſus, which paſſeth Knowledge; and as to a Rule, 
Eph. iii, by which we are to judge of the Revelation which God in 
19. theſe latter Times has given us, by ſpeaking to us by his Son, 
Heb. i. 2. abd neglect the true Light, which /ighteth every Man that cometh 
John 9. Into the World ? 5 5 0 | 
However, if we muſt be fathoming this Abyſs of the infi- 
nite Wiſdom of God, methinks thole, who attempt ir, ſhould 
frame ſuch a Scheme, as is, at leaſt, confiſtent with common 
DE _ Senſe, how different ſoever it be from the Revelation of God 
Matth. vi. in the Holy Scriptures ; for if even the Light (of Nature) that 
23s is in thee be Dar kneſs, how great is that Darkneſs! s 8 


I ask therefore, 

1. If our Saviour be but a Creature, how can Divine Wor- 
ſhip be paid to him agreeable to the Light of Nature? Or how 
can we change the Truth of God into a Lye (which is the Ac- 
count the Apoſtle gives of it) agreeably to common Senſe : 

And this in ſpight of the many expreſs Texts of Scripture, and 
Gal. iv. 8. — _ Commandment, in doing Service to one, who by. Nature is 
no | | : ef | 

For no Excellency whatſoever, ſhort of the Godhead, can 
IIa. Xlii. 8. entitle any Perſon to Divine Worfhip ; for God will not give his 
| Glory to another; and what the Angel ſaid to St. John, is no leſs 
Rev. xix. true in this Caſe, See thou do it not, for I am thy Fellow. Servant; 
10. worſhip God. So that if he be à Creature, he oughe not to be 
= worſhipp'd ; or if he muſt be worſnipp'd, he muſt be God, 
You may perhaps give me a ſhort Anſwer, viz. That you 
do not think our Saviour Chriſt a proper and dire Object of 
Divine Worſhip. Some of your Quorations come very near to- 
P. 1. it; and you exprefly ſay, and even boaſt, chat you never 
8 © make the Holy Ghoſt the direct Object of any Doxology at all. The 
Foundation of which muſt be, becauſe you. reckon. him to be 
| a Creature; and this Reaſon holds wich you in the Cale of the 
Pſal. xcvii. Son alſo. But I am unwilling to carry my Suſpicion fo far, 
7 becauſe this Worſhip of Chriſt is not only permitted, but com- 
Heb. i. 6. manded even to the Angels; Let all the Angels of God worſhip 
Letter to him. And you acknowledge that ſome of the Scripture-Doxo- 
the Biſhop logies are directed tothe Father and the Son jointly, ſome to Feſus 
of London, © Chriſt only). pw 
A . 


Rom. i. 20. 
Ver. 25. 


2. A. 


3 
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2. According ta the common Senſe and Notion, we have of. 
created Beings, whatever is made may be unmade. Can the 
Son of God be annihilated? If this be too harſh Blaſphemy ta 
be aſſerted, as ſurely it is, then there is a Creature, who 3 . 
you ſay, he is govern d by God as his God, yet) is in this Reſpect . 23 
too hard for his Creator, who by giving all Power in Heaven and Matth. | 
in Earth to the Son, muſt conſequently remain himſelf not om- Xxviii. 18 
nipotent: Or, if he does, the Son is omni potent too; and then 95 
if the Son be a diſtin& Being, there are Two Omnipotents, 
which is abſurd and contrad ictious: For you ſay in your Quo- 
tition out of Clemens Alexandrinus, The Son cannot be euer ob- P. 16. 

ſtructed, as being Lord of all. The Addition of, eſpecially while 
' © he miniſters to the Will of his good and heavenly Father, (which 

moſt certainly he always does, tho' eſpecially ſeems to imply 
that ſometimes he does not ſo) is not given as the Reaſon of oP 
this his Irreſiſtibiliry ; but the Foundation of it is, as being ' 
Lord of all; that is, God, and as ſuch he does always do the 
Will of his Father, for they have but one and the ſame Will. 

But I muſt not let paſs, without obſerving, how unfairly 
you have tranſlated this Paſſage in Clemens Alexandrinus, as will 
appear by the true rendring of it; viz. „ 

(4) Neither can He (the Son) ever be obſtructed by am other, 
heing Lord of all, and chiefly, or moſt of all, maſt perfectly mini- 
ſtring to the Will of the good and heavenly Father. 

And in the very next Line, he is ſaid to be (e) begotten with- 
ont 4 Beginning; which fully denotes his intimate Union with 
the Father, and conſequently that he will not, cannot ever be 
obſtructed by him; for, as I ſaid, they have one and the 
fame Will. . 1 

37 In another of the Quotations tis ſaid, * That the Son is de- 
rid from the Subſtance of the Father; and yet there is added, 
© that he is a made God, created by the Father. How are theſe 
conſiſtent? For if the Subſtance of the Father be uncreated, 
whatever is of that Subſtance muſt be ſo too; but to be crea- 
ted, and yer to be of an uncreated Subſtance, a created un- 

created is a Contradiction. | | | 4 

4. I preſume you do agree, that our Lord Jeſus was a true, 1 
proper, and meritorious, ex piatory Sacrifice, and made full Sa- 
tistaction to the Juſtice of his Father for the Sins of Mankind, 
according to this new Covenant of Grace, I ask then, How 
can a Creature (as you aſſert him to be) have ſuch a Degree 
of Merit, as to deſerve the Pardon of other Men's Sins? Can any 
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V. 
Creature do more than what is his Duty to do? And the 
greater the herfections are, with which any Creature is endued, 
in the fame Proportion the greater is his Duty too, ſo that he 
25 in have no Merit: And it may be truly fatd of the higheſt 
Luke xvii. created Beings, as our Saviour teaches us to ay, that we are 
=; unprofitable Servants, and add nothirg to the eſſential Glory of 
| God, who was infinirely happy before there were any created 
Beings, and needed not the Service of any Creatures, 
If you will ſay, that Almighty God was pleaſed neverthe- 
leſs to accept this Sacrifice, you may better ſay, that infinite 
Sood neſs might have pardon d us without any Sacrifice to his 
Juſtice for our Sins, and with the Socinians deny the Merit and 
Satit faction of Chriſt; and then, I am afraid, I may ſay, (as 
1 Cor. xv. St. Paul ſays, if Chriſt be not riſen) our Faith is vain, we are 
17. yet in our Sins. 

But again; if he be a Creature, the Sicinians ſeem to be in 
the right: For 'tis hard to reconcile to the Juſtice of God the 
laying upon an innocent Perſon, an only begotten Son, in whom 
he was well pleas'd, the Sins and the Iniquities of us all, and 

the Puniſhment of them too; nay, tho' his voluntary Under- 
taking of this for us, and his coming into the World tor this 
Purpoſe, may, in ſome Sort, anſwer the Objection to the Ju- 
ſtice of God, yet it may be too great a Preſumprion in a Crea- 
ture, to offer himſelf as a Satisfaction to rhe Juſtice of God 
againſt us Sinners, becauſe it implies ſuch an Opinion of his 
own Merit, as would not become a Creature, who (as I faid 
beſore ) can have none. e | 


p. 33. 5. By your Quotation out of Ireneus you agree, that Gen, i. 
286. Let us make Man after our Image, was ſpoken to the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt ; which is one of the Texts which have been 
_ urg'd for the Proof of the Trinity: Bur if the Son be a Crea- 
ture, and the Holy Ghoft the Creature of that Creature, how 
CS ftrange would ic be, ard unbecoming the Majeſty of the 
Pſal. l. 1. Mighty God, (who hath ſpoken and called the World from the ri. 
P. 11. ing of the Sun unto the going down thereof) to take Counſel, as you 
80 expreſs it out of Hermas, of his Creatures, in the glorious 
Rom. i. 2c, Work of the Creation; which was a full Evidence to the Hea- 
Rom. xi. then of his eternal Power and Godhead, Who hath been his Coun- 
34 elle, ſaith St. Paul? Or being his_Counſellor, hath taught him, 
Iſa. xl. 13. ſaith aiah?ͤe- - N | 
Somewhere I have read of a Philoſopher, 'who, reading the 
firſt Chapter of Geneſis, was in Ad miration of it, ſaying, Ic 
was the nobleſt and moſt proper Account, and beſt ſuited ro 
the Majeſty and Omniporence of the ſupreme God; that (to 
uſe rhe Pſalmiſt's Expreſſion ) could form the Heavens by his 
Word, and all the Hoſt of them by the Breath of bis Mouth* Thus 
much rhe Light of Nature and common Senſe could teach: 
And has Revelation extinguiſh'd this Light? No ſure; for 
1 whom 


Pſ. xxxiii. 
- ; 


E Redemprion ot Mankind. 


1 


whom they not Mowing worſhipp'd, this has declar'd to us: We dy dy rour- 
do nor doubt but that all Things were made by the Word; but 18. 
then we ſay too, that therefore the Word was God : For He, that Acts xvii. 
built all Things, is God. This Doctrine anſwers all Difficulties, 23. 
and tis much eaſier to believe a Myſtery, which has been re- John i. 
yeal'd by the Spirit of Truth, rho” it ſurpaſſes our Comprehen- v. 1, 2 
fon, than to reconcile to our Underſtanding, common Senſe, Heb. iii. 4. 
and the Light of Nature, how a Creature can be omniporent, P. 13, 14. 
or be made a God, or was made God, (as you and your Authors, 16, 17, 36. 
4 Do Cite them, aſſert) by that God, who ſays, Is there a God Iſa. xliv. 8 
beſides me? Tea, there is no God, I know not any. K. 2. 
6. It the Holy Ghoſt be the Creature of Jeſus Chriſt, as you 
aſſert; and if Jeſus Chriſt took the Manhood into God, as 
we ſay, or into that excellent Being made by God, as you 
ſay ; for I preſume we both agree he was truly Man, and that 
all rogecher he was upon Earth One Perſon; how is it recon- 
cileable ro common Senſe, that the Creature ſhould form any 
part of him, by whom he himſelf was created? For the Holy 
Ghoſt overſhadow'd the Bleſſed Virgin, and that, which was con- FW 
ceiv'd in her, was of the Holy Ghoſt. Did he, who at firſt made Luke i. 35. 
Man, and could raiſe his own Body from the Dead, want the Matt. i. 20. 
Help of his Creature to form a Body for himſelf in the Vir- _ 
ins Womb? Again it is ſaid, God giveth not the Soirit by Mea- John iii. 
joe to him; Did he want his own Creature to aſſiſt him in bis 34. 
miraculous Works here on Earth ? Could he make him, and . 
"ur not have him without the ſpecial Gift of God? Could he ſend John xvi. 
im to his Diſciples (as he ſays, I will ſend him to you ) and could 7. 
he not take him to himſelf, Bur che Belief of Three Perſons 
in the Godhead (tho the Scriptures mention them as the Crea- 
tor, the Redeemer and the Sanctifier of Mankind) frees us 
from the inconſiſtent Difficulties of your Scheme, becauſe they 
concur as one God, in the Creation of the World, and che 


Theſe Things may be ſufficient ro ſhew, how much better Pf, cxxxi. 
and ſafer it is Pr us not to exerciſe our ſelves in Things too 1. 

High and wonderful for us, nor to ſeek Things too hard for us, Kcel. xxxi. 
leaning to our own Underſtanding, left we be wiſe in our own Con- 31, Oc. 
ceits, and incur the Cenſure, which one Man after God's own Rom. xi. 
Heart, and anorher the Wiſeſt Man, have fix d upon ſuch bold 25. 
Attempts. 3 Sia Pf. cxxxi. 
And this will appear to be the more our Duty, by conſider- 1. 
ing the Conſcquences which ſuch Doftrines have had, and may Prov.xxvi, : 
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ſtill have upon che Minds of Men. Fr, 42. | 
| | 0 a . , © . | 1 
I. I am confident that the Doctrine of Arius, which ſpread 1 
it ſelf ſo largely and chiefly in Aſia and Africa, may be cruly 1 1 


ſaid ro have laid the Foundation of Mahometaniſm, which that 
Impoſtor built upon it: For when that Hererick Arius had af- 
ſerted the Unity of the Godhead in ſuch Terms as ro Saal 
5 e N N ; e. 
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151 | 
the Son and Holy Ghoſt, making our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be 
no more than a Creature, which any Prophet is, tho one be 
ſuppos d the older and more excellent Creature of the Two; it 

became eaſy for Aahomet to perſuade the Minds of Men, fo 

prepar'd to receive his Doctrine, (which in a great Meaſure 

agreed with that of Arius) and himſelf as a Prophet, who 

, thew'd them till 2 more excellent Way : And ir was a juſt Judg- 
1 Theſ. ii. ment from Heaven to ſend them a ſtrong Deluſion, that they ſhonld 
I, 12. believe a Lye, becauſe they received not the Love of the Truth; 
„ e rather, when they had receiv'd it, put from them the Word of 
Acts xiii. God, and by ſo doing had judg'd themſelves unworthy of ever- 


— 


45. laſting Life. 


21. It muſt alſo have as if] an Effect upon the Fews, by har- 
dening them in their Infidelity and Blaſphemy ; For as the 
1 Cor. i. Crucifixion of Cliriſt was at firſt 4 Stumbling-block to them, 
— who had heard out of their Law, and expected that their Meſ- 
John xii. fiah ſhould abide for ever; fo it muſt be no leſs a Stumbling- 
34. block to be told, that their Meſſiah is a mere Creature, if they 
4 have an Opinion that he is to be the Son of God, God equal 
8 to God; as, I ſhall ſhew by and by, was the Norion and Be- 
P. 30. lief of their Forefathers ; and therefore, nor This Doctrine, as 
OR you fay, but Durs will appear a ſtrange Doctrine to the ers; 
: and if Chriſt be no more than a Propher, rhey will hardly be 
| John vii. induced to believe that he was greater than their Father 4bra- 
1 r ham, or than Moſes, whoſe Diſciples they are, and who now = 
it John ix. that God jpake to him. | | 2 TP 
| | 3. Conſider whar Advantage you give to the Scepticks of 
this Age, who deny all reveal'd Religion: For they will think 
they have as much Right to the Light of Nature and common 
Senſe as your ſelf; for this is the moſt equally divided of any 
Thing in the World, becauſe every Man thinks he has enough 
bol it; tho that very Thought is a full Proof that he has not 
ſo. Now very probably you may confirm them, by the Au- 
thorities you have fo confidently cited, in the Disbelief of the 
8 Religion into which they were baptized; becauſe all Men are 
apt to believe choſe in the right who favour their own Opini- 
ons or Wiſhes; but I cannot think they will be convinced by 
11 thoſe Authorities to embrace your Scheme of Religion; and 
1 then they will recur to the Sufficiency of their own common 
7.8 Senſe ; and I hope I have ſhewn, that your Scheme is not to 
17 8 3 5 be ſupported by common Senſe; and I hop: to ſhew, that it 
* is not to be ſupported by Scripture neither; which is wreſted 
6 by you co a Senſe very different from the plain Meaning of che 
109 Texts themſelves, which you quote, and of many other Places 
| 4 1 Cor. xv. both of the Old and New Teſtament, expreſly aſſerting the 
bh: 11. ' Doctrine, which St. Paul and the Apoſtles ſo preach'd, and ſo 
| 1 Cor, i. we believe; being afſur'd that the World by Wiſdom cannot 
21. know God; that is, fo know as he is reveal'd ro us by the 
"SE | 2 5 Soſpel, 
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191 . 
Goſpel, not in the Morde which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which 1 Cox. ii. 
the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. For the natural Man receiveth not the 13. 
Things of the Spirit of God, for they are Foolifhneſs to him; neither Ver. 14. 
can be #now them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern d. „ 
1 come now to your Texts and Teſtimonies, of which 1 

have ſome few Things to obſerve : We ava 
1. You ſay; © Theſe, which you have cited, are the princital p. 24. 
Original Texts and Teſtimonies, which concern the import ant Sub- 

gell before us, viz. The voluntary Generation and Creation of the P. 29. 
s Son of God, and againſt his. Coeternity with the Father, 
And yet you have quoted bur Six Texts out of the Bible, 
and Two of them are out of the Apocrypha, which is indeed al- 
low'd by the Papiſts, but not by Proteſtants, as a jufficient EN 
Ground for eſtabliſhing any Article of Faich. But however, 6th Artic. 
theſe and the others I ſhall examine by and by. — Of 0g, 


2. As for your Teſtimonies; I cannot pretend to fo much 
Learning, as to diſcuſs them with you, as T ought : But I am 
 aſtoniſh'd that you have dared to 4 © appeal to ſo many great p. 40. 
© Men of our Church, as you have named, for the Truth and Fair- 
c nejs of your Quotations and Aſſer tions: For I make no Doubt, 
but I my ſelf ſhall be able to ſhew that they are neither fair nor 


And when you have made good your Claim ro the Ante- 


nicene Fathers, by confuring what the Reverend Biſhop Bull has 
publiſh'd of their Senſe, and when you or any Man elſe has 
given a ſuſt Anſwer to the excellent Tracts writ by Dr. Water- 

land, in Vindication of Chriſt's Divinity; then, and not till 

then, will it be proper or decent to triumph as you do, That P. 38. 

* the Teſtimonies for our Doctrine are few and uncertain; and then 

* alſo there will be no need of thoſe very many and pregnant ones, 

* which, you ſay, are againſt it Beſides, ſhould they prove ro 

be fuch as you have cited in your Letter ro me, which ir ſeems 

are the beſt you can produce, they will be like Arrows ſhoc up 


towards Heaven, they will fall upon your own Head, but do 
your Adverſary no Harm. 25 


Among your Teſtimonies, I find Two taken from Fews, who 
ſurely are very improper Evidences againſt the Divinity of our 
Saviour, tho 5 may be very good Wirneſles to prove the 
Divinity of the Meſſiah, when they expreſly aſſert it, or ſay 
what neceſſarily rends to it, as I hope to ſnew. 25 
But as you ſum up your Evidence, ſo you alſo give me a 
Summary of your Faith, as before-menrion'd ; but I am ſur- 
Priz'd to find it deduced from Authors, who in the Places you 
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d Archbiſhop Wake, Biſhop Hooper, Biſhop Smalridge, Biſhop P. 40, 
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eite out of them, aſſert Propofitions inconſiſtent with, and em- 
tradictory to the ſeveral Articles of that Faith which you pro- 


ſefs: Now either you ought to take all they ſay for true, 


which, if your Quotations were fair and juſt, is impoſſible 
or if you take that Part only which you like beſt, then tis 
__ upon their Authority that you do it; for cheir Authority 

as ſtrong for one Part as the other; but you chuſe what 
fair with your Notions, which you had taken up from ſome 
other Reaſons, perhaps your Light of Nature, or. your Common 
Senſe ; and the moſt, that thoſe Authorities can ſignify, is to 
countenance you in your Opinions; and yer they can be bur of 


little Uſe even to this, if they be inconſiſtent with n 


as will appear by ſome Inſtances. 


1. Lou will take it ill, if I ſhould not allow that the Teſti. 
monies you have quoted, did aſſert that the Son of God was x 
Creature, made, begotten by the Will of his Father, or created; 
ſo I need not mention them here: And for che preſent, till] 
come to examine them, let it be granted. 

But of theſe very Teſtimonies ſome do like kewiſe aſſert, 


; Him 0 be God. 


' He was atrue God, or truly Cod. 
God produced a Spirit like — himſelf, who l be end 
_ - with the Powers of God the Father. 
The Son alone is honoured with the Paternal Dignity. 5 
God the Mord. | 
You your ſelf, ſpeaking of the Place in the Hebrews, of the 
Eternal Spirit, do ſay, perhaps this Place belongs to * Di- 
vine Nature or Word it ſelf in Chriſt. 
1 And you ſtile him, our Lord and God cbriſt Jeſus. 
And you argue out of Euſebius, That the Holy Ghoft is not 
God, becauſe he did not receive his Generation from the Fa. 
- ther: The Conſequence of which Argument is, that Chrif 
_ be God, becauſe he did | receive his Generation * the 
Father. 


| Mow chat the Son of God ſhould be 8 God, the true 
God ; that the Divine Nature, the very paternal Dignity ſhould 
de in him ; that he ſhould have al the Powers of God the Fa- 
ther, and be only a Creature, is what 1 cannot poſſibly un- 
derſtand or reconcile, bur nuſt leave it t your common 
Senſe. * 

A made God, as you' ſtile him from Origen; or an only begot- 


ten God, from Euſebius, in the Senſe which you give it, viz. 


the ſame as created, my become the Heathen Mythology and 
Theogony, tho' the wiſeſt even of chem conte mued it: And is 
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*Whiz yon quote out of Epiphaniur, of Ortger's Optnion, E 17: 
ſhews plainly, that he thought it very LN impi- 2 
ous. Fr, ſays he, when Origen ſays the Sn is 4 made God, 
« he plainly determines, that be is but a created Being; and this 
2 Juſtly-cenſures, by calling it 4 bold Attempt upon 


| FA : * tk * FROUA :; 

1 do not pretend that all Origen's Opinions can be defended, 
he was a great Platoniſt; and as they were ſome of the firſt 
who'embraced Chriſtianity, ſo they were alſo ſome of the for- 7 
wardeſt- to corrupt the Simplicity. of it, oy grafring into it 
ſome of their Notions. But in this Particular before us, tho 
Es Eviphanius, who wrote above a Hundred Years after the Death 
= of Origen, charges him with this Opinion, yet Famphilus, who 
© /ivd in or near the Time of Origen, and wrote an Apology for 


„ 


2 ere w- 


him, declares Origen's Sentimentz of the Trinity as Orthodox, 
and in Terms as plain, as afterwards the Nicene Council and 
Abanaſius himſelf expreſsd the Doctrine which we now pro- 


ſeſs; and if rhe Writings of Origen were corrupted even in his Epiſt. ad 

own Time, as he himſelf complains they were, they might be Char. in 

much more fo after his Death, And Pamphilus, who was him- Alexan- 

ſelf a Martyr, may juſtly be preſum d to tate truly, as well dria, an- 

as to know better, what the Opinions of Origen were, than nex'd to 

Epipbanius for the Reaſon I have mention d. Beſides, if thoſe i- 
Tracts of Origen, which, by your Quotations out of them, you Ius's 4jo- 

acknowledge to be genuine, do furniſh me with Paſſages plainly Ig. 789. 

and clegrly expreſſing the Doctrine of the Trinity; and if your 
uotations out of him to ſupport the contrary, do not amount 

ro it, or are not fairly and traly repreſented by you, as. l hope 

to ſhew; then I may conclude that Origen's Opinion is more 

truly ſtated by Fampbilus than by Epiphanius; and that you . 

have very ill ſupported Epiphanius s Charge againſt him. 


2. A Second Inſtance of the Incon/iſtency. of your Quotarions, , 

aud which indeed is a Contradiction, is, that in them ic is aid; , 
IT The Son of Gl 

ance be- Was deriv'd from the Subs, 


& 


* 0 . 
* a * 


was made of a Subſtance 
bed or made by God. 


P.12; He was a Subſtance, bes | p. 1). Derivd from the. S- 
© "gotten iy the Divine | tante of the Fathg,.. 


F. 12. 4 Being, begotten; made, | P. 13. God begat of himſelf 4 

created, becauſe bis S certain rational fewer, 
ſtance is not any Thing un- | - wich is calld by the fn 
Letten. pixi Jometimes Sin, ſome». 


„times Gods; | 


_ 
m4 


5 a « Ge 6 +-£ „ we . 
hs bs P. 32 * 
. 6 -4 
F 


———_ — 4 _ p — — 
8 . — — — ” CES 3 ＋ 
7 5 — r ie 8 —— 
. * 7 8 o — — * = — 1 — 
** v 
8 # x 8 
- F N 
1 
2 5 n 


: * * 1 _ * 
0 BE: | pr 
. EY 14 1 


Ap 45 Wako; 2 
E. 26+ 1 
* 


e 


R — as ee * — "0 1 OO 07 ne gee OY 
$4.4 MY wot y Te \. Y few 
7 * * 


"F 121 6 
1 — Subſtnce of. aur-i/ Pi 26. Mr: Whiſtat's: Accent 
cru was mt the unbe- ef the Notion, of | the An- 
tes 1 zn in Ward nur 

+ aten e * | begotten e -ereated um of 


' Power. | T _ bis (Gods) Subſtanceinto- 
„ e com el ing r 

b int Ene 11 41 Zeig. + And; + 
Fr. 7 „ . 19. Enched with all the br 
ta ee —— | | ers of G the: Father. 


* p. 20. munen 
ie Ward was 1 


F «fare 


here, P. AGE 


28177 


8 + 1 FJ 
3 © bo, * 0. The Faber, 3 
T3 ty Gheſt Ar ere _ 10 * 
e 
T3524. #1 WER © 19435 7 d Wt; NN 


5 4 4 
. x "1 11005 . 2 


Bot 1 n eee in your — Ae out 
of Eiſebius, Demonſir. Evang-: 1. 4. c. 13. your Trauſlation of 


ox 18 yervnourr , by 4 Communication from bim that! begat, 


is not juſt and proper; for it ought. to be: render'd;' — 


nl a Participation or taking part of him that begat. So 


* 


os is wanſtaced, Nek ii. 14. be took” part; anti! ſo © 
ader d in ſeveral Places-of.:the Scripture 5 for. m—_ he 


the ſame Signification as mw 8 have in common 3 Bunch last 


Word is us d in the ſane Text, Heb. ii. 14. in the ſame Senſe 

as ινιν is there us d 1 Communion, 

r Cyr. x. C. And I find in my Lexicon, that peTi3w, propris eſt 
The Greek eur ali quo habere; and rhar che. Lain hart no, ears Word to 
Word for ex preſs it, but only by: particip, G 2 participem: effe - 80 that 
- Communi- e partaking, or taking f him, -is ſomething more 
care is x0;- than 4 communjc ut ion fhom-hing 
vie; but to another har was not his before : Communion is, having in 
xo. comion what both P artners have * equal Right fo. The Diffe- 
ſieniſie: rence there ſore is very material; 
commune was tömmunieated from God the Father, was his dun Sub- 
aliquid ſtance, ( as you ſay was: the Notjon. of the dacients.)-and the 
habere. Conſe quence of this I:have alrca ſhewn to be, chat he muſt 
P. 26. be Uncreated ; and chen you muil eee the Words E 


_ laſt ſignifies, imparting 


unleſs yon mean that what 
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i And therefofe may m n more expelk from your'Tuffice 
| fuch a — — "Expreſſions iti "AK # 
table to the Faith fer Tam pleadinggg ne 
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the Menne Creed peter thar he is TRY 4% 


die Shbftiincs with ede Father, 
Do nor object to me, that 1 dividing wes Divine Eſſence, 


und d making Two Gods : Horz 48 in * above mention d 
Text, Arb. il. T4. by . an he had the Wb 


human Warube, and was perfect Man; ſo as God, he had the 
whole Divine Nature, the Felneſs of the Godhead, in him; * 
was perſe# God: And as by having che whole human Na 

in him, he was nor alf Men, bur one Men; fo by having the 
whole Divine Nature, he was a "the perſons, bur ohe leren 
in the Holy Frinicy. And this is the Language of Tertulljan, 23 
400 Eugen, Origen; &c. (Is I ſhall herein after mention) 
bee Ferſons, uit by sech, or Sæparation of the Divine 
6 Eſſence,” but in Rank” and lor according to the Divine 
„d tere kia. - 

: And this is lch 4 Myſtery, chat Euſebiur Nays, dai no Ecel. 1 l. 
Nord ean 7 — lent 10 expreſs "the Generation” und I. 1. e. 2. 


Dignity, the E Nature of Chriſ. And orgen ſpe e- 
to the ſame E & 6 There are . things, whe ht jon , I. 4 
nd Man can properly ain by any Words o * 42 

he £ nl only Father, Sun; 


ant pon c 
1 of - 7 F hive crete quote is Book 
Grice cel Euſebins has ſuid the ſame; und ſo 4 45 731. 
Scriprire too ! Fir nv fan Fnoweth the Son, but the Father", nes: Mare. xi. 
ther kwerh any han the Father, ſave the Sn." Which Text is! 27. 
* #pply'd/ by the: Ancient Fathers; to _ the In- 
henſibiſſey of the Divine Nature of Chriſt; and ſd ir is 
ad of the Word of Gals Rev. xix. 18. Tir bat 4 'Name written, 
that none knew but he himſelf. 


I proceed to the particular Exainitade of your Teftimb- 
nies; Cloſes —— are taken Gut of ſuch Books as T 
have in my Library) aud ſhal}-ſhew,'rhat'your Quotarlons'are” 
— — nor true; and ſhall follow che Order in which du 
aced them in your Letter, when 1 have made ſome fiir- Demonſt 
hy oa. og * due of Evang. 
2 And N WELL a. 4. e. 13 
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89 Sunt quædam quorum ſignificarionem. Saris alia cms. 
poreſt "cn hnguz ſermonibus explicare, 
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del the Word way alone. bes þ - (1) God the Word having par. 
ticipated of the. Divine, to ow 


eottep of bim by 4 Communica- 

tion from him that begat tim: incommunicable , Faternal Fra. 
who was the Unbegottan, the grancy ;' and being alone begotten 
bim; and by 4 participation, 


firſt. and the greater Being: And | of 
or talking part of him who bega 


jt was declar d God of + God , 
d calld the ks and the bim, who was the Unbegotten, 
| aue, . \ | and the Firſt, and the Greater, 
44 > 8 r 1 © | being manifeſted. 10 be God of 
+ 9 7 L. war Fae. vert * 


The Difference between theſe Two Tranſſaions is ages ; 
and What I ſhall obſerve upon this Paſſage, will ſhew mat very 
Oy van and unfair you have bren-in_reptelening im. 


44 80 * 


* 'You hw omitted the firſt Pare of ie, tho it was. . pro» 
pen Introduction to the Concluſion of it; and indeed che Rea. 
138 8 ſon why. the Word of God was-call'd Chriſt and the Anointed, 


-._ - uit» becauſe; be was anainted with the Divine, Incommunicable, 


8 1 e z but this did not ſuit witch your Doctrine, 

| an Aſſerrion of his Divinity; for if he had af 

1 — very Paterzal. Attributes of God, incommunica- 

e fo all Creatures, then ſurely he is hot a ws” ro on 10 t 
he groſs Blaſphemy to aſſert i ir z. he muſt be C. 


have before obſers'd-your Tranflarion of. le 117 2 
Communication; I no. add, Why do you tranſlate wry 5; 5% 

vv e- by 2 Communication from bim that begat? For 
1#, Grammar; will at bear it; and addy, Neither will good 
Senſe ; Fot ſuppoſing Communication were a: proper Siguiſi- 
cation of , there muſt be a Communication of ſomething, 
ay well as à Perſon from whom wg 41 is made; bur 


Aid your Tranſlation nnthing is ſaid to be communicated, but 


_ +in-Eugbing che Commupicacion. is ef hipr chat begzt: And this 


Was voy proper to what follows 1 it, For, 


ed, by a'C and inſe n A 
Ce a”: ammunic ron; int rreg u ore, He was de- 
E ned, Lis Four 5 might, uk: 15 os rhe 40 25 a 


thaw 2 SH... eil be wat 
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artakes of him, and his Divine Nature and Eſſence ; and becauſe 


- 


And though he chat begat, is aid to be che Firſt and the £00 
Greater ; yet this muſt be underſtood, as others, who have us e 0 
the like Expreſſions, have explain'd them, 1 in Rank and ____ 
Order, not in State and Dignity ; and Eyſebius, in this very Place, 7 
Goes on and cites the 45th Halm, ver. 6, 7. Thy Throwe, 0 God, | 
75 for ever and ever, & c. as St. Faul had applied it, Heb. i. and = 
a OT ſtiles him (m) Copartner in the Throne. with the Ce & 
What I have to ſay to your Quotation out of Zuſtin, chat P. 12. 
Chriſt*is" the Firſt. born, will be more proper when I come co 
Tour Two firſt Quotations out of his Dialogue with Trypho P. 13 
are right; only your Trauſlation of gg aiwvay, before: the 
World, (which is indeed equivalent co the literal. rendering, 
before the Ages ) will not warrant what you mean by it, as if 
there were a Time when he was not, as will appear in the Se- 
quel of this Letter, and indeed in this very Paſſage: For when 
Tiypbo had ſumm'd up Fuſtin's Aſſertion, p. 267. which he had 
deen proving, viz. That Chriſt; being God, præexiſted before all 
Ages, was. begotten and made Man; he adds, () This'is not only 
a Paradox, but is. alſo fooliſh. Which ſhews how he. uhder- 
ſtood Fuſtin, viz. that he was truly God in the higheſt Senſe; 
otherwiſe, 'a Few, who believ'd that Angels had been often 
ent and appear'd in humari Shape, would never have call'd it 4 
Paradox and Folly to aſſert, that a” Creature, tho' never ſo 
excellent, ſhould come into the World. „ 5 Ho | 
- Your Third Quotation, Who was God before the World was Dial. 
made, muſt be readily agreed ro, and twill by no Means be 5. 256. 
ſubſervient to your Purpol „„ ET i CST, 
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the Th 4 appe 
SA Was ae maſh ri in Scripture to be 3 

God before the Fo was made, was another Perſc 
hich who made Wl! Ting: f I mean, Nik he, in 
AY then he 2 8 0 ſeveral ſuch 

Doarine out of the Seriptures. 

Hexe 1 muſt 2 25 ſlip. rhis Occaſion to take notice of your 
I 5 confident grows? '©That the Ancient Chriſtians ever al. 
nas. Þ 4 lowed, 't hat the 17 5 %. the Old Teſtament, whenever there 


s Fa 05 ible Per were ſpoken by the Son, as the 1- 
mage "of the Tau Ga F as repreſenting and perſmating his 
Father, & 17 19 05 5 ent; and that t they . 
© Jak i them ar fre in heft Senſe of the Son.” 

conrrary is nioſt plain Og is the BA So in Faltin, who 1 


the ſame Conſequences from them, as do now, the Moderns, 
Onthe New And Br. Hammond ſays, That. rat the general 8 of the 
Teſtament, Ancient Fathers of the Church, that he, who apptar d of old to the 
p- 820. n was not ik Fiſt, "but the Second! a ole in the Trinity; 


nd that theſe his e Were P Tacarnationis, 
Adv. Ju- G po Nur tos a G93, Y ewe Gal wh who 61 to 4a 
And 'Euſeblus ſays ex ed was. Chriſt to 
= * tr ov Und g les yo God, and that wh wor- 


Eee Hiſt, ſhipp e 1 That it was impious. 17 that 
p. IM. 233 of God, wire only ef Angels, the Mi Miniſters of 


| "Ill F Tex feturn to you Ruration ou out 
„ * of Fifi ciken from'f: 484” ns, "And T atk; 
F. 13. "4 10 ou ſtop oy unfair! 70 
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ords, Begotten vo intarily (by 55 Will "LY of the Fa- 
- Fher ; x" the very next Words are, ( an h as we ſee 
ezetten among us: And then he goes: 95 to illuſtrate the Gene- 
beet of the Son of God 
y us, and of à Fire kindled by another Fire, Which is not 
efſen'd by chat which was kindled by ir, but remains ſtill the 
fame. 5 ) * To me, fays he, bear "1; Teſs the Word of Wiſ- 
« * dam, Tl W that 17 er 4 25 Father of all things, 
vn being the Word, om, and wer, and Glory of 


| 4 e hat F Rae bim, bd: "Son . ; And” tire is inferted 2 
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the: Similirude of 1 Word ſpoken 
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— had ſuid 5 and chen, 23:4 further Proof, he quotes the 
3 of Geneſis, Let us make. nian, Scc, which, he -1a 67 WAS 
ſpoken at lexſt ro the Sun of God, (z s Origen does allo in his 
Comment on St. Fubn, I. 5. 5. 257. oo = N ir an Evidence 
of his Divinity, 1 poſes the abſurd Anſwers of the Fews; 
A abba adds che cher Terz. n as 
ſull Proof of the San s Divinity (D Does not the Saying, 
Like one of us, dente haſt 17. ſubſiſted together with 
each.other ? And can che Doctor her i was ſpoken to Angels, wy 
Jo male Man's Body the Creature of Angels 

Then follows the latter Part of the Quotation, which * 
have rendred very differently ren * nad 
by e chem. 


Ar. urs ron. 


4 But the: Produftion which / 
0 Ms 0 proceeded from the Fa- 
tber before all Creatures, mas 
with the Father, an to bim 
i the Father pen, as the 
« Wwd declares Salomon; 
For in the Beginning, before ¶ ſelf was 1 Fm op 
+ all Creatures, this very Of- | the Principle, 5 
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in 4. ITTTY 


< 97 But indeed this Begos- 
ten of the Father was with 
pbe Facher before all bis Works, 
and with him the Father con- 
.ferr'd, as the Word by Solomon 


* firing war- Nebra, by Gad, | Worksjnond bs Of pr 
* which by Solomon r ff, . Salomon "cal 


* Wiſdom. Nn m. A 
To this ver ill Tranſlation Fl e 

yon add your dun worſe Com⸗- e 2 
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22. Oc. where tis ſaid, God l oy bat 

tie Ways for bis Works. + AA 
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 Confirution bf rhe 8th of the Proverbs; und therefore you uſe 


tim and your Reader very hardly, eo fay, he alludes to this 
And you have taken great Liberty in tranſlating dex, ( nar 
«pn ) Tn the Beginning, for tis turning the - Nominatrve- into 
I think it is plain, by the whole Tenor of F«ſtin's Diſcourſe, hi 
that it is ſo far from countenancing your Opinion, that it over. 
throws it; and therefore I ſhall make no further Comment up. 4 
P. 13. ON ic, but What Tryphos Anſwer, which you quote, gives me 
Occaſion to do: He ſays, Let him be own d by you, 46 Lord, 
Criſt and Cad, as the Scriptures declare: But for us, who-are the 
 Worfhippers of that Cod, who made bim, we ſtand in no need vf ſuch 
4 Confeſſion, eng „„ 
From this Pa age ic is plain, that Trypho acknowledges that 
the Secriptures declare Chriſt to be Lord and Cod; and tho he 
ſays, p. 289. (n) That he was aſtoniſh'd with the many Texts 
cited by Fuftin, and particularly knew not what to ſay to that 
ef Iſaiah, I m God, and will not give my Glory to another; yer, 
with the Obſtinacy of a Few, he ſtill ſtiles him a made God, 
Cand thus far you tread his Steps, cho tis an odd Sort of 
CThktiſtianity that is learn d from a Few.) But then his Objecti- 
on to this Norion is ſurely very juſt, That they, who worſhip 
the God that made him, have no Need of ſuch a God, or ſuch 2 
_- Worſhip; and it is incumbent on you, who profeſs this Do- 
Arine, to give ſome Anſwer to it; for till you do,, the Fews 
| xte not like to be your Proſelytes, tho you boaſt againſt us, 
p. 30, chat tis our Doctrine which gives them Offence. 
ES I proceed to your other Teſtimonies, which you repreſent 
ſa partially, and in ſuch a manner, as; by the like Method, a 
Man may prove, even out of the Scriptures, any the moſt ab- 
E Þ. 15. In your Quotation out of Athenagoras, in which the Son is 
1 ſaid to be the Firſt Production of the Father, not as 4 Being 
made ; you add of your own, (for tis not in the Book ) out of 
dot hing. Thus you qualify a plain and abſolute ' Propoſition of 
Vvyout Author; and to refute his poſitive Aſſertion, that the Son 
was not à Being made, you would have him underſtood to mean, 
by impoſing upon him your Senſe, not made of Nothing, leaving 
your Reader to chuſe which of the contradictory Propoſitions 
(which I have before taken notice of) he pleaſes, as to the 
Subſtance of which he was made, provided he will agree with 
you that he was made. „ SO Mi iT 
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5 Eternal Word,  vinmade'; and "you ſuppoſe” his 


Meaning "alfo to be, "not made wr” of „Tena further 


* he always roexiſted with the Father, and was woer with 
him To which your Anſwer is very pretty, viz. and e ci 
ed ſaying, that God created him : Pray how was it poſſible br 
bim to ſay this laft, afrer he had ſaid rhe firſt? Eternal, Un- 
made, and yet Created, could be ſajd by none, who knew what 


a Contradiction was; and only by one, who could have 7 Ne. 


tion of a made God. 


treat Heneus allo, — he jr oh a6 


You quote out of Tertullian, 6 What other CharaBeriflic ts b. 16. 


© there of God than Eternity? I agree, that without it he would 
not be God: and cherefore all your Quotations, and your on 
Aſſertions, chat our Saviour is God, are vain, and ſerve « 
to amuſe or abuſe che World, if you do pot 1 him to be 
Eternal. * | 
But to return to Athanagens. n zie wh) 6-48 
- Perhaps i it may” be too nice an  bjeAtion-66your Tranatic 
| of & Cel Commotas, ont of your Depth of Underſtai 


to tell you that e is Exceſs, and may be nat a Comph- 


ment, but a Reproof of their Curioſity in deßrng to_pty ines 
Myſteries unfathomable. But ler this paſs, + + 

(*) Why did von omir what immediately. greceda# x * 
Quotation, uit. he Father and the Son being One; the Son be. 
4 ing in the Father, and the Father in the Son, in Unity and Peer 
6 4 the Spirit ;, the Son ef God i is the Mind, a dim, or 1 


he Father. 5 
en phos. 


"And ee yout ue | 
C) And we ſay that the Holy Ghoſt wor king 0 wp he 
© is the Efflux of God flowirg from and ref ected back te. bim, af 
* the Rays of the Sun : Who then would not wonder, that ſhould 
hear them calld Atheifts, who acknowledge God the Father, 


Cod the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, ſbewing both their Power 


* in Unity, «nd their piſtinRtion 7 in Order? 

Surely Athenagoras is 'a Chriſtian Writer before the Days of 
Athanaſ ws, and does here aſſert the Three Perſons to be One 
God; and yet in your Letter to the Biſhop of Condon, yon 
challen ge any Man to produce one that does ſo; and I obſerve, 
chat you there allow Tertullian Cor o, but _ herefoce 
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Ut — fromgr decals; a Catholick Writer, - and that r 


F. 13. 


P. 16. 


is cuntrary to his amn aſnal Way of ſpea ling: Why ew 25 you 


quor bin in your Loney me, i he be not of 
d you not te ſuch deen gur 3p yang 
ing to his uſual Way of ſpeaking? Thoſe which you. — 


inſtagerd in, are neither fairly nor truly fared, b by vou; nay, 


2 he does ſay in thoſe Places: is d and expreſsly againſt 


vou, as I come now to ſhew. 
At the End of your ee out "of Tertallian, 4 
Prax. $. 5. you pur Gre For before Ahe, God vgs, alone 


4% 9 & 1 Sn. ** * «; 


x 


Now this G0. is the wa extraordinary and unfair that ever 
met with, as Mankind will judge by hs Words ede 
wing, and to which your Ge. relates. 
© God was alone: (a) Bus therefore alone, hecauſe there in un on. 
e rin ical Thing be ſides him ; but indeed not even then a, fa 
© he had with him his Reaſon: This'the Greeks. call 
Your Second Quotation out of Tertullian I may. t: 2 
of, when J come do your Texts of Scripture. 
in your Third Quetation, why did you not HER but 
ſtop at the Words, Te Lord created me the, Beginning f - bis 
Mays? for immediately he adds, chat he was begotten; a 
thereupon ſays, (r) * Hence mating-him-.equal.to- bimſelf, 


© proceeding from whom he is made the Son : The fo ere 


* 


© as" being begotten cog Yager dents nd the Only begotten, a 


© By this tis 55 that he, as well as Iuftin, did not con. 
. you do; for hom could a cre- 
axed «Being be equal to God himſelf? And if Begotten and 
d be the fame Thing, as you ſay, how could he be ſaid 
to be the only 8 alone begatten ? for E he muſt be 
not only the A of f his Creatures, but t the only Crea 


WIE, ; 

The laſt Quotation out of Tertullian ends, 1 me befor 
ES Thu hon wenn a5 4 Prov, chat the Son of S 
But why "ſhould you put any other Conſtruction upon theſe 
Words of Tertullian, when apply d 10 the Son, than you will 


3 upon the ſame in al; . 2. from whence the 278 te taken, 
and ——— 210 are 1 ta from Ever- 
t 
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| 5 © The Stars in Heaven are 


as. well. as ma able, 1 

exo, no Werde e can prels, as Hebt, and Origen * 
viz, che Erernal Generation of = = 92 Ned 
che Words of the Scripcure, is the Wo 
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Ward is God, and I and ny. 5 525 one; Sa that I may of | 


'as he concludes this Paſſage 4 6.19. 

© he takes Occaſion from, ſame is SIS ms 122 4 Ls 75 
3 Het. to diftort plain and ſimple Things. . __ 
1 7 that chis is expreGly Tertullian s Opinion 
feſt d apother_Paſlage ; viz. (u) Pal 6e 1 
6 25 proceeded out r e 2, 4. by th h 

* and therefore was. [cid bags be 
t from the * gs And. F * 
the Sun aud i Rap, By By ys, * E not ſepa⸗ 


© rated, bat ext at ds 
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tum, & jdeirco. filium Dei & Deum dictum ex Unicate Sub- 


nz Ehm radius ex ole porrigitur, portio ex ſumma, | 
ſed ſal erit in radio quia folfs eft radius, nec "Ceperarur ſubſtan- 
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Adv. Gen- ine, to deno e his Inentity in Eſſence with the Father; So Ter. 


eng. ſion, the ancienteſl of all Creatures, will be beft explain'd by 
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che fitter t6 reid Lectures there, than to be an Auditor of 
read Lectures there, than to be 48 Auditor o 


Bur (to ſay no more of this wild Notion) rhis Paſſage will 
not ſupport. your Opinion, that the Son of God it 4 Creature ; 
On the contrary, this Expreſſion, the Efflux of the Eternal Light 
is us d by ſeveral of the Authors to whom you have referr'd 


tes, c. 21, tullian compares his Generation to the Ray of the Sun, which ir 
Wo forth from the gun; but the Sun is in that Ray, for it is, a Ry 
f it, &c, And Origen here a little after explains himſelf to 
tte ſame Purpoſe,” by; cicing St. Fohn, (*) Ged is Light; the . 
Son of God is the true Light, that 15 hteth every Man that cometh 0 
into the World. And he himſelf Es, T am the. Light of the 0 

World. And that he means the Divinity of our Saviour, i; Wl ® 

plain by his citing this and other Texts expreſsly to prove it: Wl © 
Comment. (!) I am the Light of the World. * T am Alpha and Omega, the 
in Johan. Beginning and the End, the Firſt. and the Laſt, And intro. 


P. 5. duces them with ſaying, he greateſt and moſt perfet Accounts 
f Jeſus were reſervd for him, who lay in hrs Boſom ;, for now 
© (of the Evangeliſts) bas ſo purely and clearly manifeſted bi 
© Divinity «er Sk ² A cl es 
E 17 Tour Second Quotation out of Origen contra Celſum, I. 5, 
p. 257. ends thus: The Sacred Oracles own him to be the ancient. 
lt 's % ⁵ f.. a os at E E r 
What Origen muſt mean by the firſt Part of this. Paſſage, 


, 


amo li- the Sn of God, the Firſt-born of every Creature; and the Conclu- 


Contra. what he himſelf ſays in another Place; where, after he had 
Cell. J. 6. quoted the Text in St, Matth. XI 1 7. (* No Man knoweth the 
P- 287- Son, but. the Father, Cc. he adds, For the Unmade and Firſt 
| born of all created Nature, | e can know according to his Dip. 
nity, as the Father does, who begat him, nor the Father ſo. as i 

N livicg Word and his Wiſdom and Tru ß. 
What 1 have to ſay to that Expreſſion, the Firſt-born, &c. 1 
reſerve till I come to the Text in the Coloſſians ;, but ar preſent 
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moſt obſerve; ae of Hrff- born #hd che anclenteſt 
of all Creatures, cannot - pofſibl 478 with what 1 have laſh 
cited, in which the Son a5 od is exprefily ſaid to be V. 
maile (G 14i)@ ) an Unmade or Uncreated Creature; is Non- 
ſenſe: And if you will not interpret the Words you have ci; 
ted by thoſe I have laſt mention d, you will make Origen to 
iſſert Contrad i&tions ; : for Unmade and TRICE are Toys 
together. 1 
2 if you would hive. added: che very next Words 8 
your Quotation, viz. (2) And God the Father ſajd to him, Les 
Us make Man after Our Image and Lileneſs; have alread 
obſerv'd, that Juſtin makes this Text an Argument of the DE 
vinity of che Son of es and hope to ſhew it by other Autho- | ens 2 
rities when I come it. Q ) 
Tour next Quor is out of Origents Comment on Plum :. . 1. 1 
38. 
ah Prayito. the Father the God 2 Univerſe, thre our Savi- 
« our, as High-Prieſt, whois the Made God: 
This you have render'd very perverfly and fally; and your 
Reaſon. for ſo doing is very obvious, ty ove, pn ir with the 
lite ral and true Tranſlation of it, vid. 8 
' Pray- to the Father the God of the Univerſe, (tho our 81. gina? 
viour and High- Prieſt, the Begotten Cal. OS Ee 
\ Your next Quotation is alſo our of the Lame Book, p-3t. as b. 17. 
follows : Thou art my Sn, this Day have I begotten thee. This This is in 
\ is ſaid to the Son of God, with whom it it always to-day, his Com- 


„ Phere is 0 Evening with God : I do alſo ſuppoſe, that nei= ment on 


tber it there any Morning with him; but that a Time coex- S. John. 
© tended with bie Unmade and Eternal Life i ts, if I may ſo ſay, wherein he 


„that Day, or to-day, with him in which the Son was made, cites this 
© the Begiming f his Ori igin way” thus not Tone neither of Verſe o the 
6 this Day. 2a. Pſalm, 


This is ſo fall and expreſs againſt you, that I wonder your p. 31- 
ſhould quote it; bur I perceive you have ventur d upon ir, for 
the Sake of Two Words in your Tranſlation, Made and' Origin, 
which in the Greek are 496mm and 34viggay, the firſt ſignifies 
was born, and the ſecond his Geniture or Nativity; and both 
ſhould have deen ſo render'd, as moſt Ng and 1 
to the Word 5% ,, I have begotten the. 
I have now done with your N out "of Ori igen, 24 
hope I have ſufficiently ſhewn, that theſe your Teſtimonies 
0 if. . abo chem among the 2 l which OE this 
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— are of lirtle- Uſe to f ' 
Opinion, thar'the Sow f 2 e Pete Bat asg l, Ihe 
 keve we. ſhall: both agree, chat Origen has ſome Opinions f 
very i and heterodox, that we ſhalf concur in rejecting 
them; and if in this preſent Queſtion he ſhould be found to 
have Jeclared different: Opinions,” ſurely rhoſe are to be reject. 
ad, which are founded on his own, ſcarce. Philoſaphical Noti- 
ons; and, if he be of any Authority, what he ſays founded 
on the Seripture, which he quotes, and ſupported by the con- 
current Teſtimony of other Great and Holy Fathers interpret. 
ing choſe Texts, and applying them to 1h Divinity. of. the d 
of: God; ought in Reaſon to be preferr'd and moſt valued; 
Contra And I ſnalf ſum up all in his on "words; (3) *The: God and 
Cell. . 6. * Father of all is not alone great, for be made the only Begotten 
p. 323 · and Firſt-· horn ef rvery Creature! Partaker of himſelf, and of 
| * his Greatneſs, that he being the Image of the Inviſible God 
©: ſhould reep che Image of | the Father even-in Greatneſs ; for it 
© was not poſſible for © him to be the Commenſurate and fair 
Image of ide Inviſible God, unleſs be exhibited the Image alf 
, 5. of bis Greatneſs. And in another Place he waged files 
Com. in the Sm, (i) the Glorify'd Gad, the Word: 
Johan. Furely chis is more than a Metaphyſical Exiſtence, as you 
impute to rhe Ancients, 5. 14. more than that he was in 4 
py 2 -muinnet, ujrtunlly, potentially, or as his Internal Wiſdan 
im tis Father frum al Eternity, p 26. 
N What I have here tranſeribd our of the aforeſaid. Authors, 
aud what I have 1 upon them, methinks, may help you 
b, n 20 the Difficulry which you labour, when you ſay, 
© How , YC You W — rnd 
" © produc? Begotten Being, an only begotcen Son, j,! be 
855 c really Coeternal with bis Underiv'd, Unbegotten, and neceſſa- 
411 % ly —_ Farher, Author and TORE, I cam pofſiiy 
nn 
Indeed, if yon * this Myſtery. by narural Generations 
bere on Earth, tis itconceivable how 4 Sn ſhould: be Cu 
with his Father; it is impoſſible : But ſurely our ſhallow. Un- 
derſtandings are not che Meaſure of Infinity... We own: this: 
Myſtery is incomprehenſible; and ſo is tiie Eternity of God. 
1 is hard. to Mara how wy mY ofa; ER a: 
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Cinſe ;- and yet we! tative God 4 tobe Sifexſſenr: And" 
this" Cafe before us, I may ſay ro "(6 our Saviour dect zit. x. 
4 Do 8 1 ne the vo Tn — 
Hi ec, neither owe For -t. eee 
Heaven,” who hath ſearched duůt:: | * Mey 1 ; 
I maſt-own, that there ate ſome Paſſages "fi theſe author I 
(whom, dy Jour Quotations our of re you have directed N 
me to conſult”) which ſeem to countenanee your Doctrine; but | 
i: cannot with any Colour of Truth be deny'd, bar that they Orig, e cons F 
do alſd plain), and in expreſs Terms aſſert che Trinity; and chav tra Calf + 
the Fathey is God; the Son is God; and the Holy Ghoſt is God,” But l. 6. p. 324 
wich great Hamility and Submiſſion to Learned Men, I con- 
con chat — * gecount may be given” of chis ſeeming Diffe- 
hemſelves; for Aden they ſpeak of this adorable 
pro general, they with au awful Reverence acknowledge 
this Revelation, and declare the Divinity of each of the Three 
Perſons in poſitive. and ah ſblure Terms: But then ſome, perhaps 
out of à pious and well intended Teal, have our to l- 
luſtrate this incomprehenfible. M ter) by Similitudes and Re- 
entarions taken from worldly Things, - ( as, from Light, 
man Generations, Ke.) though ws own no Words cat ex- 


preſs ic; and therefore tis no — char in theſe Caſes their 
| Compariſons of fnite Things wich 7 957 


ite, Mould-nor only-fall” > 
ſtore, but their Expreſſions muſt of Neceſſity, if firi#ly _, £3 
lead Men into Error; who interpret their poſicite Aſſertions or 5 
the Trinity, and of the Divinity-of the Three Perſons by their 
Repreſentations of. ir, inſtead of conſtruing caridid!s thoſe im 
perfect Repreſentations by the Rule and Standard of our Faith, 


wien rhey have fully declared from the Scriptures; and which 


they quote to confirm their Doctrine; of which the primitive 
hs were ſo fully convinced, and particularly: the Divinity | 
of che S of God was 106 entirely believ d as aw irreſiſtible Bu, 


cher ſome by attempting to explain it, have falfn into dowu -- 


right Hereſy. And Novatian very ingeniouſly argues from 
mon alſa;: truth) God: 

| bub as be Sn of Cod, Novar. 

Y Ms got ome” Hereticks have thought him not a Son, 8. AR 23) 

; the- $4 pA — Seal z and (4) others be be was 2 

© math Sei; ar that be was u Man. And as much as Novatian ; 

dlames becher, he himſelf, when he atrempts to explain the 

Trinity, does it in 4 manner almoſt inconſiſtent with his plain 


Merci ths Brat Wenn and a mast Nr. be, 
0 Qui aſhes 440 Deus eff (led: bud Filius Dei natus mY 
)\utplenique illum herecici-ita Deum oer ut non 
Filium fed Parrem pronunciand um putarent. 
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| when. they ſuffer. their Thought to wander; and to pry. into 
Things above our Faculties, which you ſay, even the gcrip- 
tures do not medale with, ( and I ſay too, not medale with them 


. "otherwiſe than to reveal them as Truths to be believ'd) and 


1 Pet. i. 12* which the Angels deſire to look into: For none know the Son, but 


Matth. xi. the Father; nur the things ef God, but the Spirit of God. For 
27. bon ſhould thy Veſſel be able to comprehend the Ways of the 
x Cor. ii. Higheſt, which are paſt finding out? Theſe are Objects of our 
11. Fiaitb, not of our Knomledge; for Faith would not be à Virtue, 
2 Eſdr. iv. Faith would not be Faith, but Knowledge, if nothing was to be 
10. believ'd, but what may by our Ratiocinations be made out to 
our Comprehenſion. When Athanaſius ſays, As the reaſonable 
Sul and Fleſh is one Man, ſo God and Man is ans Chriſt; no Man 

pretends. that this is an adequate Repreſentation of rhe Incarna- 

tion of the Son of Cod, tho it may be the beſt and neareſt that 

we can arrive at; and even this ſurpaſſes our Underſtanding, 

how a, material and immaterial Subſtance ſhould be united in 

one Perſon. ; how. periſhable Duſt and Aſhes ſhould be animated 

and endued with an immortal Soul, a Particle of Divinity: How 

much leſs can we conceive, how God himſelf ſhould be D- 

Ratically. join d wich Man; and till leſs chan this, how Three 

Perſons in the Eternal Deity ſhould be One God: But when we 


1 cor. xüii. hay come. 75 fee him Fate to Face, and our Faculties ſhall be en. 


12. larged, we ſhall. then know him even -as we are known. In the 
| mean time, we muſt be content to ſee thro'-a Glaſs darkly, and to 
Heb. xi. 1. Jer our Faith be the Evidence of theſe things not ſeen z not becauſe 
we can give a Philoſophical Account of them, but becauſe the 

Word of Truth has ſpoken them. 4 i 1 0 5 | 

I ſhould: now have done with your Teſtimonies; for: from 

theſe which I have examin d I may reaſonably conclude, that 

the reſt have been forg d upon the ſame Anvil; and I pray G 

he may never ſay to you, Who is this that darkneth Counſel,” and 


Septuag. h. 
Job by ſuppreſſing Words in his Heart, thinks to conceal thee: from 


Axxviii. — me? VCTF re "1 19H, 2. | 
| But: becauſe. you boaſt, that the great Euſebius (as you- ſtile, 


him) is your Friend; that none of the truly Learned will pre- 


P. 33. tend that he was an Athanaſian, tho he ſubſcrib'd.che Council of 
| Nice, (which perhaps you will not allo to be a ſufficient Ar- 
gument for it, becauſe there are ſome. modern Examples, who 

have ſubſcribd our Articles, and declar i before God and Man 

their Aſſent and Conſent. to our Creeds, and y et have renounced 
publickiy that Faith, which they then ſulemulꝝ profeſß d; ) and 
K 21 becauſe you ſay, that the Fathers, and particular! | Ee, 

F. 9. & 27. notwithſtanding their poſitive and expreſs Alertionis of the 
Ceeternity of the Son of God, meant no more than, a metxphyſe- 

* ical or potential Eternity, p. 9. that he was be fare the Warld be- 
© gan, p. 27. 4s we are aſſured. hy mam clearen and planen Faſſa-. 

ges, wherein they direfHy and abſolutlely deny the Sons Qoertr- 


* nity with the Father; I muſt not entirely pas. over your» Þ 


a | Quora- 
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Quotations out of an Author you fo greatly rely on: One L 
have already taken notice of, and made my Remarks upon; I 


will go on to the others. But firſt, 1 will repeat ſhorcly* 


what you allow Euſebius to aſſert for the Eternity of the Sn of 
bod, and then ſtare your Quotations by which you pretend to 
over-rale thoſe Aſſertions; that by this Compariſon it may be 
ſeen which are the plaineſt and cleareſt.” oy 


Tou allow, for indeed it cannot be den d, that Euſebius ſays P. 27. 


that the Generation ofgghe Son was a7d)cy, Eternal; that he 
was aways dvago9v, Begluningleſs, and at all Times with the 
Father, elder than all Times. and all Ages; that he ſubſiſted 


from enale /s Ages, that he reign'd with his Father from begin- 


ningleſs Ages, to which you add that of the Presbyters of Alex- 
andria, that Cod begat him before Eternal Times. 94 
Now. I defire you to tell me, whether there be Words in 


any Language to expreſs the Doctrine I am contend ing for, 


more plainly and fully than theſe, which you have furnith'd to 


me our of Irengys before-mencion'd, and here our of Euſebius, 


and from the Presbyters of Alexandria. I obſerve you have 
ventur'd to tranflace & ©, Eternal, notwithſtanding ybu fay, 
P. 28. it does not always ſo ſignify ; and 4vapy ©, Beginning- 
leſe, notwithſtanding your improper and untrue fe 


rerpretation of 
it, p. 8, and 9. to be only before the Beginning of the World, tho 
it cannot ſignify Jeſs than to be without 4 Beginning; and if &r 


dd: ſingly. ſhauld, as you ſay, p. 28. ſeldom or 1 - 
| fy a proper Eternity; yet ſurely with the Epithet Beginning f, 
it muſt ſignify Eternity; for what ſubſiſts and had no Begin- 
ning is properly Eternal. Now can you think to perſuade any 


Man of common Senſe, by your bold and peremptory Aſſer- 
tion, that theſe Authors do not mean what they ſay; or, in 
your Words, meant no more than that he was before the World. 
began; and that there are, or can be plainer and clearer Paſſa- 


ges in theſe Authors to ſupporc your Aſſertion? Do they recant 
| their. own Aſſertions, and in expreſs Terms declare, (as you 
do, p. 18. of your Letter to the Biſhop of London) that in 


* their younger Tears they had by. Cuftom been betray d into ſ uch 4 
fatal Miſtake? This you do nor pretend to ſay; and yet 
leſs than chis will ſcarce be ſufficient to juſtify your Charge 


| | againſt them: I am ſure che Quotations which you have pick d 


our of them, (and I ſuppoſe they are the ſtrongeſt, or you 
have been very unfortunate in your Choice) do not do it, 
even tho they had been true; which I have ſhewn they are 
not, in what 1 have examin'd and ſhall now. ſhew in Euſebius, 


{ 


who, as your Friend, might have expected better Uſage from 


vou. | r | | —— 0 
The firſt Quoration is, © Wiſdom does ſubſtantially ſubſiſt, and p. 9. 
was created by God, before the World began, a 
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- Here you have given us another Ec. with which you end 
chat Paragraph; and then immediately you proceed to your 


m 


next Quotation, viz. f | | 
Przpar. + Solomon, ſays Euſebius elſewhere, gives us the ſame Senſe in $ 
Evang. * ofher Language; and uſing the Name of Wiſdom inſtead of tie 
„ © Word, makes this Declaration, as in her Perſon | : 
p. 313. Now what can any Reader underſtand by this, but only x 
what immediately preceded, viz. Fhat Wiſdom does ſubſtantial. : 
| iy ſubſiſt, and was created before the World began; eſpecially F 
= ſince you do not mention this DeclFarion, but ſtop with 2 
jþ Stroke at the word Perſon, Pu 
| Ss Bur in Euſebius the Matter ſtands thus Vn 
+ In the Beginning of the Chapter, he tells us the Account c 
| which che Jews, and. particularly Moſes and David, give of | 
| P. 312. the Logos, viz. ()) * The Hebrew Oracles ſtile him the Second : 
\ © Cauſe of all Things, the Word of God, and God of God, as 
| © we (Chriſtians) have been taught to theologize of him; and 
| 
; 


| 


© Moles plainly ſpeaks of Two Lords, when he ſays, The Lord 
© rained from the Lord Fire and Brimſtone upon the City of the 
© Wicked : So be familiarly made the like Application of the Cha. 
© ra&ers among the Hebrews to Both _ : 
And here he mentions expreſsly what that Character (4) 
was, viz. the Tetragrammaton, that is, ' Fehouah, the incommu- | 
nicable Name of the Supreme Gt. | 
hben he goes on: | * - ig | 
(r) © To him alſo David concurring, ſays, The Lord ſaid to my 
* Lord, Sit thou on my Right Hand, &c. For to whom elſe can we | 
be allow'd to imagine, that the Right Hand ſhould be given by the WM | 
Unbegotten Deiry, but to Him only of whom we have been 
© ſpeaking, whom the ſame Prophet elſewhere characterixes under 
< the Name of the Logos of the Father. mn” 
Matt-xxii, And ſurely this is a very proper Argument; for it was urg d 
44, 46. by Chriſt himſelf, and put the Phariſees to Silence. 
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Then he comes to your Quotation: 5 pe 
) © His Son alſo and Succeſſor Solomon gives us the ſame 
Sa. | * | 
„What Senſe? Surely that which he had juſt before 
recited of rhe Fews, and of Moſes, and of his Father David 
in particular, viz; thar the Characters among the Hebrews, 
even the Name of Fehovah, were alike apply'd ro both 
Father and Wm. Tu 
Your next Quotation is out of Euſeb. Demonſt. Evang. l. 4. P. 19, 
c. 3. in which Paſſage, if there be any Expreſſions capable of 
| your Senſe, yer if in his other Wricings he plainly declares, 
as he does, an Opinion contrary to what you would deduce 
from ſach ambiguous Expreſſions ; nay, if in this very Chap- 
ter he aſſerts the Eternal Generation of the Syn of God in clear 
and indiſputable Terms, then ſurely in Reaſon the doubrful Ex- 
preſſions ſhould be conſtrued by thoſe ; and the Conſtruction 
which you put upen che donbtful, ſhould not over-rule direct 
and poſitive Aﬀertions, © Pn 3 
Again, if this were not the Caſe, yet it muſt be conſider'd, 
that Euſebius, who was contemporary with Arius and his 
Friend, is too late an Authority to overthrow the Faith and 
Doctrine of the Antenicene Fathers, as well as the Council of 
Nice, which affirm'd it. „ ee e 
But, as if you were conſcious, that Euſebius in this Paſſage 
had not faid enough for your Purpoſe, you leave out a great 
deal of it; and what you do cite, you inſert by Piecemeals in 
ſeveral diſtant Pages of ** Letter. And laſtly, you groſsly 
miſ-tranſlate them, as will appear: _ e eld 
_ © The Light does not ſhine forth by the Will of the luminous Bo- P. 194 
ch, but by a neceſſary Property of Nature. © 


In your Tranſlation, | In the GR E E k. 

* (*) But the Son by the In-] (t) But the Son, according te p. 19, 20% 

„ tention and Will of the Fa-] Counſel and Choice, became 
ther received his Sub ſiſtence, the Image ef the Father: for 
ſo as to be the Image of the] God being willing, became the 
Father; for by his Will did] Father of the Son, and causd 
ad become the Father of his \ to ſubſiſt a Second Light, in all 

Sn, and caus'd to 4 a | Things like unto himſelf, ©. 

„Second Light, in all Things] © Sq 

© like unto himſelf = | | 
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; Sq Then follows: a 
| If () The Unbegetten and E. N wi 
| | Og. ternal Light being One, how 
8 can the Image be other than 
TY : , J One ? Does not the Splendor, or 
This you have omitted : < the Ray, being the Light, pre. Th 


| ſerve in all reſpects the Likeneſs 
of the Prototype ? How can it 
e the Image of the very One, 


o 


. 


© winleſs it ſelf alſo be One? 


Then follows a Paſſage which you have omitted in this nil 
place, becauſe in your own Judgment it does not conſiſt with 


| | 
Is the Doftrine which you would have Euſebius to aſſert here; 1 
| for you have cited it, p. 8. among the Authorities for the Coe. F. 
| j ternity of the Son of God; but have done it very aukardly, 28 
\j and indeed have corrupted it, as will appear by © : 
{4 gb | | — | Ss MK. 
bf Tuour Tranſlation. The GREEK. Wt 
| | (*) That the Sm was begot-|, (*) Our Theology repreſents 
f ten, not as having for certain | the Son Begotren, not as not 
if Times not been, and then being | being in any Times, and after- 7 
made; but being before all A- ward begotten, but as being E 
ges, and ſtill before them, and] and preexiſting before Eternal 
being always preſent as a Son | Ages, and as the Son being to- 
with the Father ; but not being | gether always with the Father; \ 
unbegotten, but begotten of the | not being unbegotten, but begit- | '! 
Dybegotten Father, being the | ten of his Unbegotten Father, 
only Begotten, the Ward, and] being the only Begotten, tie | 
Gadof God. | word, and God of Gol; Wil 


FR: ny 
(!) not by a Separation, Secti- 
on or Diviſion, out of the Fa. 
ther's Subſtance ; but ineffably 
and beyond our Ratiocination, Þ 
from Eternity, and | 


This you have omitted : 
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(2) Receiving, before all | Cr) Before all Ages, being. P. 20. 
i 4 real Subſiſte nce by the | ſubſtantiated of, or according 1 
jnerpreſſible and inconceivable | the. ineæpreſſible and inconce ua UA. 

„will and power of the Father. | — el and Pwer of the Fa- 
| | | | i ther. . | 


p | 8 
1 | | () For, as tis faid, Who 

HH” can declare his 3 4 
5 5 ee bee neee. or as none knoweth the Father 

5 This alſo you have omitted: \ but the Son: ſo none knoweth 

| 8; the Son, but the Father who 
kat begat him. ee 


I imagine your tranſlating C, Will, which it does not ſig- 
WE nify, rather than Counſel, which it properly does, was to ſup. 
port your Opinion, that the Generation of the Son of God 
was not by Neceſſity of Nature, but voluntary by the Vill of the 
I Father when it pleas d him; which you ſay, is the ſame Thing 340 

zs Creation, and ſo he would be but a Creature. het 

But ſurely this cannot be the Meaning of this Paſſage, for it 

would be inconſiſtent with the plain and expreſs Aſſertions in 

this Place, For, SOILED, N ; 


1. How can that which was begotten, not as not being in any 
mes, but being before Eternal Ages, beyond our Ratiecination from 
Eternity, be ſaid to be a Creature? | 


2. If Euſebius meant to aſſert his Generation to be a Creation, 

& why did he cite the Propher's Queſtion, which implies a Nega- 

tive, that none can declare his Generation, and give our Saviour's 

& Reaſon for it, becauſe none knows the Sn but the Father? 

; ers 5 _ quotes . another of * Books Ne this em- 

phatical Expreſſion, , dZiar, none knoweth the Son perfect- * 

0 according fo bis Dienioy, — the Father. 4 Ecel. Hiſt, 

And if he meant he was created by the Vill of the Father, l. i. c. 2. 

why did he add choſe Epithets of Inexpreſſible and Inconceiva- P* 5+ 

& be Will? For tho we cannot conceive what the Nature and 

Eſſence may be of ſuch a Created Being, yet we can conceive 

that Fact, as well as that the World was created by his Will, 

= when he ſpake the Word, and it was made; if that had been told 

us as plainly as this has been; or otherwiſe you muſt ſay, that 

tis inconceivable, that an Act of the Will ſhould-be an AR of 

the Will, which is abſurd ; nay, I may ſay, tis eaſier to con- 
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c.tire, that He, who was always in Being, as Euſebius here ſays, 
may be form d by Atmighty God itico ſomething more excellent. 
diam it is to conteive a Creation out of Nothing. 
3. If you will inſiſt that Bean ſhall fignify Vill, you ſhould 
at leaſt have tranſlated x @vanj, of the Will, as you do ©c3; 
e Oed, God of Gods For all the Attributes of God being erer. 
1 John i. nal and eſſential to the Godhead, the Will is fo too; and as the 
5. Father is Light, Truth, Wiſdom, &c. the Son is ſaid to be fo al. 
John viii. fo, as partaking of and anointed with all the Paternal Dignity, 
12. in the Language of Euſebius before-mention'd; and in that of 
John xiv. ] St. Paul, the bright Efflux of his Glory, and the expreſs Image if 
6. his Perſon; and therefore the Son of his Will does no more de. 
Heb. i. 3. note his Creation, than the San of his Love, or the Son of 604 
Col. i. 13. do. Nay, tis in this manner that the Nicene Council has ex. 
Nicene preſs'd: his Coeternity and Conſubſtantiality, (Y) Light of Light 
Creed, very God of very God, begotten not made: So that when you can 

prove, that the Reverend Fathers of that Council intended 
thoſe Expreſſions, that the Son of God was a Creature, then you 
may interpret your Quotations of the like Expreſſions in the 
like manner; and add, if you pleaſe, that this is the Doctrine 
and Faith of the Church of England too; but till then, your 
confident Boaſtings of your Teſtimonies. will nor ſhake, but 
rather root us in Faith; fuch Bluſtring will be like Wind to 
the ſtrong Oaks, twill only fix the Roots more faſt in the 

Ground. . | | 

prepar. Enfebius gives us an Account of the Notion which Plato and 
Evans 1, bis Diſciple Pltinus had of a Trinity, and ſpeaks. of ir with 
b. £ 1 4+ ſome Admiration of their great Penetration : 1 think this In- 
* ference may juſtly be drawn from it, that if ſuch great Men 
did not think ſuch a Notion to be abſurd, ſurely you have 
been too forward and raſh to cenſure it as inconſiſtent with the 
_ Light of Nature and common Senſe. But, on the other Hand, if 
your Euſebius has been too much pleas'd with their Notions, 
and has any where us'd Expreſſions ſuited to it, I leave you 
to follow your admir'd Example, and to deduce Chriſtianity 
from Heathen Philoſophers, and ro explain Divine Myſteries by 

the Reaſonings of Man. BB 
Jou bid me ſuppoſe my ſelf in a Court of Fudicature, and review 
the Evidence you have produced; and then conſider, whether I could 
P. 37. with a ſafe Conſcience determine on the Side. of the Athanaſians. 
My Antwer is, That ſuch Evidence as you have given for 
your Cauſe, would nor be accepted in any Court by any up- 
right Judge, and conſequently you may eafily conclude what 
the Judgment muſt be; nay, I will add, that ſuch a Witneſs 
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would hardly eſcape unpuniſh'd ; for tis his Duty to fru 
the Truth, and the whole Truth: But ro miſ-rranſlate your An- 
thors, to cite them by halves, and with c, leaving out 
plain and expreſs Aſſertions againſt you, and adding of your 
own to them; to diſtort their plain Words, and co interpret, 
or, rather, to declare dogmatically their Meaning concradi- 
Rory to what they ſay, is ſuch a Proceeding, as is no leſs than 


N — 


— — — 


—_— — — 


an Attempt to impoſe upon Mankind in the moſt provoking 


Nay, you have not only corrupted — own Teſtimonies, 
but you are prepar'd to baffle the beſt that can be brought 
apainſt you, which is the Scripture, in the very Foundation of 
| all Religion; for you are ſo fond of your Notion of a made 


| God, and that the Son of God is a Creature, and confequently 


not Eternal, that to avoid the Conſequence of the Application 
to him of the Expreſſions which in the Scriptures are us'd to 
denote the Eternity of God the Father, you have ventur d 
upon a very bold Aſſertion, Thar this Eternity of the Father 
is only ſuppos d to be expreſs'd without Proof ; it no way appear- 
© ing, that the Sacred Writers meddle beyond our Faculties with 
an ſuch abſolute Eternity, either à Parte ante, or Parte poſt, 


ag the School men have ſince done. 


F236 


Strange Doctrine! but moſt welcome to Athiefts and Debay- 


| chees ; and farewel to all Faith and Morality, and to all Religion 
| which conſiſts of them. nt 


If the Goſpel, which brought Immortality to Light, has not 


plainly and fully delared an Eternit) ſo much as d Parte poſt, 


then neither are our Sls immortal, nor the J of Heaven, 


nor che Torments of Hell everlaſting ; at leaſt the Light of Na- 

ture will not be ſufficient to convince the Generality of Man- 
kind ot theſe Truths, ſince both the Light of Nature, and of 
the Goſpel too added to it, has not been effectual (God 


knows) with roo many of the World, in the ſeveral Ages of 


it: But if the Expreſſions in Scripture of Eternity d Parte poſt, 


ſhould ſignify no more than, according to your Conſtruction, 
a Duration to the End of the Age, or of the World, then the 


State of good and bad Men will end with it; and, which is 
moſt abſurd, the Happineſs of the one, and the Miſery of the 


other, will be at an End before the Perfection and Completion 


thereof will begin; which will not be till the Day of judg- g- 
:, 


ment, after this World is difſolv'd, and the Elements are melted 
away with fervent Heat, © 3 
Your Reaſon you give, why the Sacred Writers meddle not 
with Eternity, is, becauſe it is beyond our Faculties » Perhaps 
Eternity, a Parte poft, is not ſo. Many wicked Men think fo 
little of Death, that one may conclude they fancy an Eternal 
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12 


Duration even upon Earth; and ſome ancient Philoſophers 


and mod ern Athieſts have declar d their Belief, that the Earth 
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will laſt for ever, and that "Matter was Eternal, eyen d Part 


P. 35. 


Ae. 8 5 1 e | | 
But if your Reaſon be good, how comes your Scheme of 
Religion to be formm'd ? For you own, that the Generation of 


the Son of God was in an ineffable Manner, that is, above our 


Faculties: Did you find this in the Scriptures ? This Part cer- 
tainly is; but then they meddle beyond our Faculties ; and 
indeed a Revelation from Heaven does imply ſomething, which 


by Nature we could not know: But if you do not find the reſt 


Joh. xvi. 
7 
IIa, liii. 
* 

F. 16, 30. 


26. 


P. 32. 


of your Scheme of Religion there, as moſt certainly tis not; 
then you have undertaken a Subject, which the Sacred Writers 
thought too hard for them; and if your Doctrines be true, 
then there are ſome Truths, which the Holy Ghoſt, who was 
to lead us into all Truth neceſſary ro our Salvation, has not 
diſcover'd to us, but have been reſerv'd for you. Who can de- 
clare bis Generation? ſays the Prophet. Ir ſeems he did not 
foreſee that you would undertake to do it, tho' you acknoy- 


| ledge it to be ineffable; nay, ſo particularly, as to tell us 


plainly it was a Creation, and even the very Time of it, viz. a 
little before the Creation of the World, when * Almighty God 
© reſoly'd on that great Work, perceiving that Wiſdom was neceſ- 
* ſary for it, he preſently creates her in himſelf, or out of his 
< Subſtance, into à real Being or Perſon ; tho of this you are 
doubtful; for (as Iobfery'd before) you cite another Autho- 
rity, that it was not of the Unbegotten Subſtance of the Fa- 
* ther, but was it /elf begotten by the Divine Power; and that 
© He was the Ancienteſt of God's Creatures; even ſo ancient, 


© that your Author cared not to aſſign the Date of his Generation, 


P. 15. 


De Iſide 
& Oſiride, 


5. 554+ 


* 


© or Creation. | ö CES "3, 
But you ſay from Tertullian very truly, What other Chara- 
Reriſtick is there of God, but Eternity? And are the Scriptures 
ſilent in this, without which the Father himſelf would not be 
God? Could the Heathen Philoſophers ſpeak of this in ſo plain 
and lofty Terms; and did the Haly Ghoft not aſſiſt, bur fo in- 
dulge our Weakneſs, as not to ſpeak of it? tho' the moſt im- 
portant, becauſe the Fundation, of all his other Eſſential At- 
tributes. | . . 1 
Nutarch ſays, the Temple of Iſie had this Inſcription: (4) 
* 1 am all that ever was, and is, and (hall be; and no mortal has 
uncover d my Veil: And tho we muſt own, that we ſee garkly, 
and thro a Veil, (for who can comprehend the infinite Perfe&i- 
ons of God?) yet, that God muſt be Eternal, is fo plain a 
Truth; that none who truly believ d a God, ever deny'd it. 
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And ig another Place, he gives a noble and elegant Deſcrip- d . 
tion of this Eternity; viz. (4) * God, we muſt ſay, is, and is p. 393. 
« with reſpeF to no Time, but of a timeleſs, immoveable, and | 
« indeclinable Age or Eternity; of which there is no Before, or 
After, or Now; but being One, fills a Sempiternity with one. 
© Now, and in this reſpeſt is ſolely, really Being, neither paſt 
«© nor future, neither Beginning nor Ending, | $5 
And Plato ſays, (T) We attribute to the Eternal Being was and In Tinzo" 
ſhall be, but not rightly'; for according to true Speech or Reaſon, In Timo, 
we ſhquld aſcribe to him-only Is. And accordingly, in another # HY % \ nn. 
Place he ſtiles him, 77 8, the Being; which he probably learnt nPhzdro, 
from the Jews, and the Writings of Moſes, in which God him- P- 70: 
ſelf ſtiles himſelf, Jam; which ſurely denores his Eternity: 
So that it does appear in Scripture, even immediately from 
God himſelf; and tho' the manner was above our Faculties, 
yet the Thing is not ſo; for it was an Anſwer to Moſes's Que- 
ſtion, and was to ſatisfy, and it did ſatisfy him and all the 
Jews, to whom he was ſent, 95 1 
But in Support of your Opinion, you ſay, the Greek Lan- P. 28. 
« guage. hath Three Ways of ſpeaking, which are ſometimes 
% /// ᷣ v RT 
The firſt, a/@y:G>, or ae3 azor©;, or ne} atwywr, or mes 
= ayoy alaviov. wb ee: 9 32 c {ET S's 
This you ſay ſeldom or never ſignifies a proper Eternity, 
The Second, . | 
This not always. 
The Third, (wail ©. | 
his alone always does ſo. e One | 
And you add, 'Tis very remarkable, that the Bible and Apo- 
e ſtolical Fathers never, in this Caſe of the Antiquity of the 
« Son, uſe any but the Firſt; None of theſe before che Council 
of Nice more than the Firſt, and very rarely the Second, while 
© Athanaſius and his Followers, and none before them, directly 
venture d on the Third Way of ſpeaking, and call'd the Son 
X b Coeternal, ft 7 | 2 5 
This laſt makes a fair Shew, but indeed is very trifling; 
for if ajdi©- does not ſignify a proper Eternity when apply d to 
God, how can you fay that (r, always does fo? For 


. 
4 
11 
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ESI . 

Canal &., Ceternal, is only being with are., Eternal; or be- 
 4ng what is , Eternal. Ns . 
And there could be no Occaſion to ſtile the Son Coeternal, 
till Hereticks fubrilly and fraudulently call'd him God, and yet 
deny'd his Eternity a Parte ante, which was imply'd in God; 
and therefore to obviate that Fallacy and Equivocation, twas 
| requir'd that they ſhould declare him Coeternal, that is, as the 
Dr. Ham- Father is Eternal, fo is the Sn too. And thus did the Jews, to 
mond on obviate the Hereſy of the Sadducees; for when the Form, in 
the New which they concſud ed all their Bened ictions, viz. from Age, 
Teflament, was perverted by the Sadducees to their Senſe, viz. of the 
N World; they appointed the Form to be, From Age and to Age, 
i that is, of this World, and of the World to come after the Day of 
Doom. Now in the Nature and Reaſon of the Thing, if the 
Son be Eternal, he muſt be Coeternal with the Father, that is, 
Eternal as well as the Father, neither being before or after the 
other, bur both exiſting eternally zogether.* I 
As to the other two Ways in Greek of expreſſing Eternity, I 
do own, that atv, and the Derivations from it, do ſomerimes 
in Scripture ſignify the Age of the World, and the Age of the 
Goſpel, and es ald, before the World began: But I am very 
forry the Inference from this Notion, and the Application of 
it, has been by you deriv'd from fo ill an Authority or Exam- 

ple, as that of the Sadiucees, the worſt Se of all the Fews. 

I do own alſo, that 47G- is ſomerimes apply d to Eternity 
2 a Parte poſt; as in Jude, cds drei, Everlaſting 
8 FEY | 
But that theſe Words do, in Heathen Authors, fignify 
Proper Eternity when they defign ir, and Eternity d Parte poſt, 

according to the Subject-Matter, I think, cannot be deny d. 
Plato, in the Place before · mention d, calls God a cer 


| DeMundo, Ariſtotle, in like manner, uſes of ald, * cd an 


847, 869. o-, to ſignify Eternity. N 
De Vis . | Plutarch: 5 78 Hess , , oe aiovO- d D. 
Philoſ. And if theſe Words do not ſignify a proper Eternity, T de- 


p. 881, fire you to tell me any Greek Words, that have been us'd by 


any Greek Authors, to expreſs it. 5 

And that a proper Eternity is defign'd to be ſpoken of in 
the Scriptures, and that in thoſe Places theſe Words are uſed 
to expreſs ir, and cannot there be underſtood and apply'd 
to the Age of the Goſpel, or the Age or Beginning of the World, 
or 4 Time before the Beginning of it; and that theſe Words are 
apply'd to the Son, as well as to the Father, I ſhall now 
ſhew. | Oy; 8485 


P. 28. © 'Tis indeed very remarkable, as you ſay, that the Bible, 


© in the Caſe of the Antiquity of rhe Son, never uſes any bur 
© the Firſt; bur if it ſhould be fo, 'twill not be ſubſervienr 
to your Purpoſc, becauſe tis as remarkable, that tho a- 

1 ts 


/ / / =/ CS 
„ W 
: = 
7 . 
3 | 


55 ud when the Eternity of the Father is ſpoken of, Ronni. 
20. 2 Godhead ; and Wiſd. vii. 26. Eternal Ligbt; t ge- 

nerally, and almoſt always, the Firſt is-us'd' ro expreſs 5 
nity of the Father, and therefore, if apply d to the Son, it 
denote alſo his, not Antiquity, but Eternity. 

Now whether you have not been too raſh in aſſerting, that 
the Firſt ſeldom or never ſignifies a proper Eternity, may be 
ſeen wh ſome few Inſtances of the * which * be pro- 
duce 


Gen. xxi. 33. The Name of che Lord was chere call'd, The Evers 
laſting God. | 


xl. 28. 
Iſaiah Sweet. 4 Everlaſin God. 
Rom. xvi. 26. 


Dan, iv. 34. His Dominion Everlaſting, 
Hab. iii. 6. His Ways are Everlaſting. 


In all theſe Places alonC- is us'd. 


Plat ee. 2. From everlaſting ko everlaſting. 
cvi. ou, ano Ty lating! Che e 
Pot: everla ing to everla ing. 
Thu 5 Tom everla ing. 
XXix. 10. * Lord is King for ever. 
cxiX. 89. For ever thy Word is ſettled in Heaven, 


| Day XRXi1, 40. I lift up my Hand to Heaven, and Jay, I live ſor 


4 ever. So 


Dan. xii. 7. Sware ) him who liveth for ever. 


eis I a¹ . 
Rev. iv. 9. Who liveth for ever and ever. 


I Pet. v. 11. To him be Glory for ever and ever. 


eig . aiava; os aiwvar. 
Pſalm X. i. The Lord is King For ever and ever. 
| eis I atava Heis & atove Te a/ | 
Iſiah Ivii. 15. Who inhabiteth Eternity. 3 
* * & ade. 
Pal. cxlv. 1 3. Thy Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom. 
Bama a & TY Te? a voy. 


a 


Now «if theſe and many more ſuch Texts ſhould be i inter pra- 


4 of the Age of the World, or of the Goſpel, how unworthy 


muſt ſuch a Conſtruction be 'of the Majeſty and Glorious Attri- 
bures of God ? and indeed how abſurd 2 for n they will 
inn us © 


me God ff che 4 who inhabirs the age. 
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* 381 | 
His Power, Dominion, Kingdom and Ways are of the 


His Word remaineth even in Heaven, but to the Age, or End 


ef theWoald. 155 
Who is to be praiſed from the Beginning of the Age to the 
End of the 4ge. 


Who from the Age, or Beginning of the World, is God, or is, 
and lives to the End of the World: So that he begins and 
ends with rhe World. 1 | 


How then is %s 93 adress to be tranſlated in the Lord's 
Prayer; Is the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory of God, to the 
Ages only, or the End of the World? And does the Son of God 


2 Cor. iv, teach us, when we pray, to ſay ſo? St. Paul ſays, the Things 


18. which are ſeen are temporal, but the Things which are not ſeen are 
| ie, eternal; but according to your Notion you muſt ren- 
der it, are to the End of the World, that is, are temporal. Is not 

this abſurd, and turning the Scripture into Nonſenſe? 
Could the Heathens happily find an Eternal Godhead, and have 
the inſpir d Prophets ſpoke of him and his Dominion as only of 
xPet.i. 19 this World? Is. this the ſure Word. of Prophecy, the Light that 
©" ©" ſhines in a dark Place? And is this Light, and the Light of the 
: Goſpel! too, more dim than the Light of Nature and our Rea- 
fon, by which we are aſſur d he muſt be Infinite and Eternal, 
| : or not God? And is this Truth not to be mention'd in Scripture, 
Matt. xi. Jeſt it ſhould dazzle our Eyes, and yet was reveal d unto Babes? 
25, 27. Why are we turn d back to weak and beggarly Rudiments to learn 
Gal. iv. 9. from Nature, and owe to it, our Faith of this fundamental Ar- 
ticle of all Religion, and deny it to Revelation, and the Voice 
| of God himſelf from Heaven, 1 am'?. TD Ya nn ory 
John viii. But in the Words of our Saviour, I you, had known me, you 


19. would have known my Father alſo, you would certainly have al- 


low'd theſe Expreſſions to have fully denoted an abſolute Eter- 
nity ; (for in the Greek Authors they are generally ſo under. 

| ſtood ;) but you apprehend the Conſequence, which is inevita- 
ble, that if the ſame Things, and indeed the inſeparable per- 
fections of God and Eternity be attributed to the Son, as well 
as to the Father, then he muſt be God equal to the Father: But 
rather than allow Eternity to the Son, you chuſe ( I will not 
ſay to deny, tho* your Conſtruction of ajav:©- in the before- 
mention'd Texts amount to it, but ) to take from us the beſt 
Evidence we can have, of the Eternity of the Father himfelf, 
which is the Revelation he has given us of himſelf in the 
Scriptures. | | %%% fg OR” 
1 ſhould now mention ſome of the many Texts, which plain- 
Iy and fully expreſs and declare in the ſame Terms, or equiva- 
lent with the above-mention'd, the Divinity of our Saviour, his 
Eternity, and other eſſential incommunicable Attributes of the Su- 
preme God: But this will be more proper, after I have con- 
©: gp 3 „ liger d 


— — - 
8 * 


brew Veriry, This Text, if it belongs to this Matter, appears 


= ſame Thing, as I have ſitwn before our of Tertullian, and 


is the only proper Term to be uſed of God. 


— SEEDCE_I 


ho en” OO 
ſider'd the Texts of Scripture, which you haye quoted to ſup- 
port your Doctrine: Which I now proceed to do. 

The firſt Text you quote is out of the Proverbs, which you Chap. viii. 
render thus, p. 9. 3 1 3 
be Lord created me the Beginning of bis Ways for his Works. V. 22. 
Oy the World he founded me, in the Beginning before he made V. 23. 
the Earth. | | 
Before the Fountains of Water came. „ Vee: 
Before the Mountains were faſtned, he begat me beſore the V. 23. 
The Word in the Septuagint is indeed dune, created; but 
Biſhop Patrick in his Comment ſays, that according to the He- 


© to have been, as St. 7ehn ſpeaks, with the Father in the Be- 
« ginning, being his only Begotten before all Worlds; and fo 
© the Hebrew Word, which we tranſlate poſſeſs, ſometimes ſig- 
« nifies in Scripture, and is render'd by the Septuagint in ano- 
© ther Place, viz. Zech. iii. 3. net, begot- YR 
I obſerve, that in the a th Verſe tis, he begat me, which 
ſeems to agree with what Biſhop Patrick ſays ot the Significa- 
tion of the Hebrew Word in the 22d Verſe, and explains what 
is meant by created; not chat Created and Begotten are the 


what I have ſaid upon it. | 
Befides, you render, and fo do our Bibles, the 25th Verſe, 
he begat me; but it ſhould be, begets me, Jord we, in the Pre- 
ſent Tenſe; and Origen's Obſervation upon it is very Juſt, viz. 9. Hom, in 
* He generates me before the Hills; he did not ſay begat, but ſerem. 
« begets, by which Sempiternity is fignify'd, as Origen ſays in p. 206. * 
another Place cired by you, and of which I have taken notice : 
before, with whom it is always to-day; and, as Plato ſaid, Is 


And what you render in the 23d Verſe, before the World, and 
our Bibles, Everlaſting, the Words are ? d : Of this 
I have ſpoken already, and ſhewn how improper your Con- 
ſtruction is. We „ W 
But I muſt go back to Biſhop Patrick, who ſays indeed, that * 
the Ancient Chriſtians thought this Text might be apply d to 
me Son of God, the Eternal Wiſdom, (and the Authors, which I 
have here before cited, have done ſo, but very differently from 
Your Conſtruction of them) but he adds, that they were nat 
reſolv'd whether they ought not to be apply'd to him rather 
in his human Nature; and he delivers his own Opinion, that 
© Sulomon thought of nothing but the wiſe Directions God had 
© given them in his Word reveal'd to them by Aſqſes and the 
© Prophets. a Bip | _ 
And really your own following Quotations out of Eccleſiaſti- 
cus, do confirm Biſhop Patrick's Conſtruction of Wiſdom in this 
Chapter of che Proverbs, as I ſhall ſhew ; which will alſo be aa 
nr ens nn mums Tn mrs nee poi darn" ae Auſmer 


1 401] 
Anſwer, to them, and be a further Conviction of your unfair 
Repreſentation of your Quotations, and of your treating your 
Texts, as you have done your Teſtimonies. | 
The Firſt is out of Eccl. i. 4. Wiſdom hath been created before 
allthings. OY 9; "Wy 
| "Now ir 15 evident, that this is meant of Wiſdom, as it ſigni. 
ſies the Grace of God, or, in Biſhop Patrick's Words, the wiſe 
SES Directions given by God; for Verſe 9. She is with all Fleſh, 
Meme n- according to his Gift, and he hath given her to them that Ine 
ED: © him: And Verſe 14. To fear the Lord is the Beginning of Wiſ. 
a dom, and it was created with the Faithful in the Womb. And 
ui au _ © Verſe 20. To fear the Lord is call d the Root of Wiſdom. Now 
28 on. i. What can this Wiſdom be, but that which Slomon had ask d of 
5 God for himſelf, and God had given ro him? How can it be 
ara apply'd to the Son of God, as the Wiſdom of God? Is the Fear 
'of God rhe Beginning, the Root of him ? Was he created with 
Aiy©-. the Faithful in the Womb? And Verſe 3. The Word of God in 
the higheſt is the Fountain of Wiſdom. Now either the Word of 
Gad here is the Son of God, and then Wiſdom muſt neceſſarily 
be taken in the Senſe which I have mention'd : For the Word or 
Wiſdom of God, as denoting the Son, can't be the Fountain of 
the Wiſdom, or of the Son of Ged; or if the Word of God be. 
taken for the Directions given by God, c. then Wiſdom muſt 
be under ſtood to be the Fruits and Effects thereof, which is 
the Thing I was to prove. 3 "1 
And this Conſtruction will be further evident by the 24th 
Chapter, out of which you have taken your next Quotation; 
| and which is introduced by a Quotation, v. 7. as ask d by Wif. 
p. 9, 10. dom, which you have omitted: In whoſe Inheritance ſhall I abide ? 
2 And the Anſwer is given, v. 8. which you cite in part: Then 
© the Creator of all things gave me a Commandment, and he that 
© created me caus'd my Tabernacle to reſt—— ?: es 
Here you ſtop with a Stroke according to your Cuſtom ; for 
the next Words are an Anſwer to the Queſtion, and would 
| have ſhewn, that your Quotation was not to your Purpoſe : Like 
Fohn xviii. him who as'kd, What is Truth? and went away without ſtaying 
38. for an Anſwer. The Words which follow are: 4 
-7 And ſaid, Let thy Dwelling be in Facob, and thine Inheritance 
© in Iſrael, And v. 10. In the Holy Tabernacle I ſerv'd before him, 
and ſo was I eſtabliſh'd in Sion, likewiſe in the belqud City he 
© gave me Reſt, And v. 23. All theſe things are the Book of the 
© Covenant of the moſt High God, even the Law which Moſes com- 
© manded for an Heritage unto the Congregations of Facob, _ 


Tlheſe fully explain what Wiſdom is ſpoken of in chis Chap- 


ter, vix. That ir was the Law, and thoſe Divine Inſtructions 

which God had given more particularly to the ems, and which 
Pſal. xix. are ſaid in the Scripture to make them wiſe, and. wiſer than 
7- . Fheir Enemies, who had no Knowledge of God's Laws. 
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And the 2oth-Verſe ( My Memorial is ſweęter than Honey, and 
my Inheritance than the Honey-comb ) is the ſame &s in P/al. xix- 
9, 10. The Fudgments of the Lord are ſweeter than Honey and the 
Honey- comb. „ | [ | 
And the 18th Verſe, (I am the Mother of Love, Fear, Know- 
ledze, and holy Hope ) is moſt properly apply'd to Wiſdom, as it 
is the Grace of God, and the Divine Aſſiſtance ; for it is God's 
Grace that begets theſe Virtues in us. "a 
Bur if you will ſtill apply Wiſdom here to the Son of God, 
chen the 18th Verſe ſliles him ate, Eternal, or begetten 
from Eternity. And Verſe 36. He that ſinneth againſt Me wrong- 
5 _ his own Soul, Surely there is no Sin but againſt 
here are ſome Paſſages in the Palms fo exactly parallel to 
your Text out of the Proverbs, that one would chink Solomon 
had learnt and tranſcrib'd them into his Proverbs from Moſes 
and David, as the Son of Sirach, who imitated Salomon, did 
*  Plal. xc. 2. Before the Mountains were brought forth, or ever Am d 
= thou hadſt form'd the Earth and the World; even from everlaſting d us 
= thou art Gad; or from everlaſting to everlaſting thin arte. q 4 ary 
= Now if the Text in the Proverbs, Before the World, before he „ ov &. 
made the Earth, and before the Mountains, do fignify the Begin- 
= ning of Wiſdom: And Eccl. i. 9. Wiſdom ſhall not fail to the End of 
= the World (according to your Tranſlation of cheſe Texts) 
then you ought to conſtrue the ſame Expreſſions in the goth 
= Palm of the Almighty God in the fame manner, viz, That he 
did begin but, as Wiſdom did, before the World, and ſhall laſt 
© tothe End of it; which would be Blaſphemy : And neverthe- 
be leſs, ro my Aſtoniſnment, you do ſo conſtrue it; for p. 6. you 
cite this Halm, and render it, from the .1ge to the Age, or from 
? oe: Beginning of che World to the End of the World, thou arc 


= Palm xciii. 2. The Lord reigneth—the World alſo is eſtabliſtd, 
that it cannot be moved. Ver. 3. Thy Throne is eſtabliſ d of Old; 
= thou art from Everlaſting. _ a = | 
If this be apply'd to the Son of God, of whom the Fews His Com: 
= affirm, (as Biſhop Patrick ſays ) this was a Prophecy, ſurely _—_ 
this ſufficiently expreſſes Eternit); or if it be ſaid of God tlle 
Father, then your Conſtruction of chis will be as bad as the 
former, for the Words are the fame; or if you ler them be 
uuderſtood as they ought to be, of the Eternity of God, E 
muſt in Juſtice underſtand the Text in the Proverbs in like 
manner of che Eternity of che Son, if he be meant by Wiſdom in 
that Place. Dus 1 | 

Before I diſmiſs your Texts out of the Proverbs, I muſt ſay 
ſomething to the latter Part of the 2 ad Verſe, The Beginning of 
AE Ara. 
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To this it might ſuffice to ſay, chat if the Ways of Col ave 
everlaſting, as is ſaid Hab. iii. 6. then the Beginning of thoſe 
Ways muſt be &ver/aſting too; or, to ſpeak more properly, 
there is no Beginning of them. God the Father is ſaid to be 
the Beginning and the End; ſurely this ſignifies his Eternity, for 
you will not ſay he has either; and this is faid in the Revela- 
tion more than once of the Son too. But let us confider what 
elſe this Word gy lu}, which you render the Beginning, may 
ſignify in this Place; for to interpret ir ſo as to make Wiſdom, 
or the Sen of God, the Fuſt of his Ways; or, as you mean, of 
che Creation, and ſo a Part of ir, is moſt abſurd, as well as 
untrue, as [ ſhall ſhew by and by. 7. 
'Ae ſignifies not only Beginning, but alſo Principle, Principa- 
lity, Dominion, Power; and in theſe Senſes is us d in the beſt 
Greek Authors, and in the Bible. 
_ Ariſtotle has wrote a Book, which he entitles, a&# &pgoy, of 
or concerning Principles; and ſo has Origen too. . 
And both Ari ſtotle and Plato agree, (v) that e&gy1, the Prin- 
© ciple, is made; for by the Principle it is of Neeeſſity that every 
© thing that is made, be made. 9 85 . 2 
And your Quotation out of Clem. Alex. as you your ſelf ren- 
der it, agrees with this Signification of the Word, God. who 
© made the Beginning or Principle of all Things :* And you add, 
peter perfetly well underſtood that Expreſſion, In the Begin- 
© ning, or by the Principle, God made the Heaven and th: 
« Earth. | J 3 15 
And ſo is &gy) by Juſtin us d in your Quotation out of him, 
if you would Have truly rendred that Paſſage. 1 
Why then will you not allow it the ſame Signification in this 
Text of the Proverbs, ſince it perfectly agrees with what you 
do allow, viz. that the World was made by the Word, or . 
dom of God ; or, in the Words of Peter and Clement, the Prin- 
ciple ? And this very Text of the. Proverbs implies this Con- 
ſtruction ; for the Concluſion of the Verſe is, eis S d, for 
his Works ; and thus the Two Parts of this Verſe will agree very 
well, the Principle of his Ways for his Works; but then the Con- 
ſequence will be, that the Son of God (if he be meant here by 
Wiſdom, which I think he is not) was not created, for the 
Principle is unmade, ee oy HRS = | 
And why may not even the Word Beginning be equivalent! 


to Principle; for Origo, which ſignifies Beginning, is made an n 


N Word, Origin, and ſignifies alſo the. Surce or Spring- 4 
ead. | ; | : 


Power, 1s very proper and applicable to the Eternal Wiſdom of | 
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The other Signification of een, viz.- Principality, Dominion, = 


Wo. 643] 
God ; for he directs, orders, and governs us, and the whole Ifa. ix. 6, 
creation; as the Prophet ſays, The, or whoſe Government (not & 1 «py 

E whoſe Beginning) ſhall be upon his Shoulders. And fo in the fol- Meal » 
| owing Verſe, (not his Beginning, but) his Government or Do- & ph ure» 
8 minion is great. And thus Tertullian expounds both the Signi- P. 416. 

@ fication of the Word &eyn, and the Application of it: And moſt 5. 19. 

| certainly the Text in Deut. xxxiii. 37. muſt be ſo underſtood, Adv. Her- 
which, as it is in the Septuagint, muſt be rendred, the Power mog. 
er Dominion of God ſhall cover thee ; for ſurely you will not Sxentoef 
E tranſlate ir the Beginning of God, who has no Beginning. And on 948 a 
ſo Fg the 6th, dpyv is render'd in the Margin, Principality; xl. 

ind ſo alfo Col. i. 16. agyat, Principalities. HOT | 

= There is another Account which may be given of this Text, 

and is certainly true of the Son, as the Wiſdom of God, (tho 1 

take it from a Book, whoſe Authority you will not allow, nor 

; I afſert) viz. He is the Way that bus to God; and in this re- Origet. 
© ſpe& he may very properly be the Beginning of his Ways, Wei a- 
and yer no created Being; for ſurely twas this Wiſdom, this Y, 6 72. 
Lagos, that inſtructed the Old World, and came at laſt into it, 

to ſhew them 4 more excellent Way ; agreeably to this he ſays, | 

I am the Way : No Man cometh unto the Father but by me; and John xiv. 
without (or ſevered) from me, ye can db nothing. And St. Paul 6. 

BE ſays, I can do all Things thro' Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth me. And wels. 
as he is ſtil'd the Author of our Faith, and the Captain, or Leader, John xv. 
ef our Salvation, ( in both Places, &pwyzs) he may be proper- 8. 

ly ſaid to be the Beginning of his Ways, for his Works : For as Phil. iv. 
ve are his Workmanſhip, ſo he ſhews us the Paths of Life, 13. 

and leads us in the Paths of Righteouſneſs, in the Way everlaſting ; Heb, xii. 2; 
and the Word of God is a Light unto our-paths, that our Footſteps ii. 10, 
lip not. „ 4 4 Pſal. xvi. 
= Upon the whole, as Biſhop Patrick ſays, the ancient Fathers xx. 
chought this Text might be apply'd to the Son of God; ſo it xiii, 3. 
was not apply'd to prove him a Creature. On the contrary, cxxxix. 
your Euſebius, in the Chapter before cited, when he ſays that 24. 
Slomon gives us the ſame Senſe, viz. that he was Jehovab, he cix. 105. 
immediately cites this Text of the Proverbs; ſurely you will xvii. 5, 
not ſay, chat he firſt makes Solomon aſſert his Divinity, and then 
quote his Words to prove him a Creature. And pamphilus (m) P, 760. 
in his Apology for Origen, immediately cites this Text, after 
he had reckon'd into the Number of Hereticks, thefe who de. 
FE ny'd him to be the Firſt-begotten, and the God of the whole 
Creation, and the Word, and Wiſdom, which is the Beginning of 
bis Ways, - | SES 
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But as poſitive as you are, that this Text, Prov. viii. 22. is 
a full Proof, that Wiſdom (which you interpret to be the Son of 
God) was created; 1 find, p. 35. har you have quoted TIrengys 
for applying this ſame Text to the Holy Spirit; and you, in Mund 
like manner, infer from thence, that the Holy Ghoſt wa, 
created by God: J have already ſhewn, that it is not to be un- 
derſtood of the Son of God; and you have furniſh'd me with ge 
Arguments, that it cannot be conſtrued of the Holy Ghoſt; for f 
vou make him to be the Creature of the Sin of God, and not 
immediately of God the Father; and if you will ſay, he was 
the Creature of God the Father by the Son, yet how can you 
make him, as is ſaid, v. 22. the Beginning 0. his Ways, or, in 
| your Language, the Firft of the Creation? for you ſay, p. z). 

e was not of equal Antiquity with the Son; nor can there be 
Two Firſts, or Two Beginnings ; nor could the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Creature, be before his Creator, ſcil. the Son by whom he was 
mae 8 1 | 
That is what I have to offer in Anſwer to your Three Firſt 
Texts, p. 9. and in ſome Meaſure to the laſt out of the Reve- 
lation, Chap. iii. 14. ſo far as relates to che Conſt ruction of the 
Word «pyn; and muſt be my Excuſe for the Length of what 


FD 
— 


— 


have ſaid upon them. 


I come now to your Text, Col. i. 15. And, Firſt, to the 
firſt Parr of it; Who is the Image of the inviſible God. 

This. Text which is here render'd Image, ei nav, and fo 
2 Cor. IV. 4. is in Heb, i. 3. Negune F Wogri zog dung. The 
Character of his Subſiſtence or Perſon ; and the Words im- 
med iately preceding are, The Brightneſs (or bright Emanation) 
of his Glory, equivalent to that in Miſd. Chap. vil. v. 26. of the 
Eternal Ligbt. Now what hath been already ſaid of this Splen- 
dor and Emanation of the Eternal Light, may partly explain 
what is meant by x I n¹αỹ‘ʒ4cb, and by ei d: For 
it cannot be imagin'd that the firſt ſhould be inſeparable, a ne- 
ceſſary Emanation from, and the ſame with, the Eternal Light, 
and yet the very next Words ſhould declare him to be ſuch 
an Image as is but a Picture, a Repreſentation of it, but in 
Nature and Eſſence different from it: And ygeoxme properly 
ſignifies the Impreſſion, the Form; ſo that in Him, I may ſay, 
was imprinted the Godhead, or, as the Apoſtle ſays, In Him 
dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead: And, as He again ſays, 
who being in the Form of God, thought it not, Robbery to be equal 
with God ; and who can be equal with God, or in the Form of 
God, but who is God, Infinite and Eternal? And that the Apo- 
ſtle ſo means, is plain by the Expreſſion following, which is 
apply'd to his Manhood; Taking the Form of a. Servant, being 
made in the Likene/s of Man. So then we muſt either with the 
Gnoſt ichs deny the Reality of Chriſt's Coming in the Fleſh, or 
we muſt own, that He, by being in the Form of God, "Y 2 
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[ 45] 
ard: by the Apoſtle as truly God, and not barely, in your 
Senſe, the Image of God ; as by being in the Form of a Servant, 
and in the Likeneſs of Man, He was really Man, and not the 
(pear ance only of a Man. 7 
And in 2 Cor. iv. 4. where tis again ſaid, Who is the Image of 
ad, tis ſaid in the 6th Verſe, God hath ſhined in our Hearts, to 
ive the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face, 
rather the Perſon, of Feſus Chriſt : For ſo alſo 76&0my ſigni- 
es, and is ſo render'd, Chap. ij, 10. And Dr. Hammond in 
his Commentary ſays, Chriſt repreſents Almighty God to us, 
Wot as a Picture does the Body, but as a real, ſubſtantial Image 
| And the very next Words in the Text, Heb. i. 3. (of which 
e have been ſpeaking ) are, upholding all Things by his Power, 
rhich none can do but God who is Omnipotent. 
Ido own, that &xoy does properly, in the common Accep- 
ation of the Word, ſignify an Image or Picture of a Thing; 
ur as, I hope, I have ſhewn it does not, it cannot ſo ſignify 
: the Places aforeſaid; fo it will be plain, that this Word 


Ss Ys am wh gry, 7 


ere muſt ſignify not a Picture, but a full, lively and perfect 
nage. By another Text in this Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Ch. x. 
By. 1. The Law having a Shadow of good Things to come, and not 
the very Image (or Image it ſelf ) of the Things. Here the 3% 0 
rage of the Things, muſt ſignify a full and perfect Image of I e 


7 
S 


Ir the Things themſelves ; or elſe it Image ſignifies only the 
4 iture or Repreſentation, tis no more than Shadow, and then 
is no Antitheſis, which was neceſſary in this Argument of the 
Wpoſtle; nay, tis a contradiction in the very ſame Sentence, 
Pr ic will run thus: The Law having a Shadow.—and not having 


- 


| We very Shadow. 


I come now to the Second part of your Text, Col. i. 15. the Knots. 
Vrſt-born of every Creature, or of the Creation, as it is render'd, 

Mev. iii. 14. and cited by you, p. 10. from whence you would 

fer our Saviour to be a Creature, tho the Firſt-born and the 

Wief of them. N 

But if you would have added the next Verſe, and what fol- 

us, it would manifeſtly have appear 'd that he could not be 


Ine of them, for it is ſaid; 


or by him were all Things created that are in Heaven, and ver. 16. 
Pat are in Earth, viſible and inviſible; whether they be Thrones, » Ay 2 
bDominions, or Principalities, or Powers; all T1 pings were 
eated by him, and for bim. 
Hence it will follow, that if He made all Things in Heaven 
d Earth, and, as St. John adds, that without him was not any C. j. 2. 
Thing made that was made; ſurely, He himſelf was not made; els 
Pr a Creature could not make himſelf. All Things are of God, 5 » 
Id by God; Ariſtotle could ſay: But we need nor the Divine axiſtot. de 
Authority of che Scriptures, nor the Sagacity of a Philoſopher; Mundo, 
| | D 2 ; common p. 858, 


. ©" = TO] 
common Senſe is ſufficient to inform us, that the Mater cannot 
be a Part of the Things made, 1 x 
Eso a- And the following Verſe would have told you, that he wx 
sveno God ; For it pleaſed the Father, that in Him ſhould all Fulnes 
N oo dwell; or all Fulneſs was pleaſed to dwell in him; and what thy 
TMigwua  Fulneſs is, we fee in the Second Chapter, v. 9. all the Fuln; 
Kam of the Godhead: Which Text is introduc'd in a very remarks. 


c. ble Manner, as if the Apoſtle had foreſeen what he ſays i 
1 Cor. i. another Place, that the Wiſe, the Scribe, the Diſputer of thi 
20. World, ( to whom the Doctrine concerning Chriſt, was Fooliſhneſ, 
28, tho he truly was the Power of God, the Wiſdom of God) 


29. might attempt to pervert others from the true Chriſtian Faith 
(For, as I obſerv'd before of the platoniſts, Tertullian ſays d 
Adv. Jud. the Philoſophers in general, that they were Hereticorum Patr, 
c. 9. p. 142. archæ.) He cautions the Coloſhans againſt their Inſinuations, i did 
the Verſe immediately preceding; Beware left any Man ſpij 
(or make a Prey of, or enſnare) you, thro Philoſophy and vi 
Deceit, after the Rudiments of this World, and not after Chriſt 
For in him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. And 
Comment. Dr. Hammond obferves, that as awye is often Joſt in the Geni-ſthi: 
465. tive Caſe following it; as, owya-ur, Me, onwa Mels, Chil; 
ſo here . ꝛ n, Bodily, may be taken in the ſame Senſe by 
Identity of his very Eſſence. 9 8 . 
And I think it is very obſervable, that when in the 158 
Verſe he had ſtil'd Him the Firſt-born of every Creature, the neu 
Verſe begins, For, zn, or becauſe, By him were all Things cr 
ted, &c, Now if the Apoſtle had meant to aſſert him in th: 
15th Verſe to be a Creature, the Reaſon he gives for it, or ti 
Argument he uſes to prove it in the 16th Verſe, viz, Becauſ 
he himſelf created all Things, is the moſt ſurprizing that ever 
was urg'd by Man; eſpecially by that Apoſtle, who had il. 
ferred, that the Creation of the World was a full Proof of ti: 
Rom. i. 20. Eternal Godhead; and therefore could not now confiſtently with ar 
himſelf make it alſo the Proof of 2 Creature: So that if whe cr 
he undertook to declare to the Athenians the unknown God, au lil 
whom they ignorantly worſhipp'd, the Philoſophers, or even Man V 
of common Senſe had heard him reaſoning in this Manner, Wy ne 

they would with Juſtice have cry'd out, What will this Babble 
Acts xvii. have? . 8 } 
18. What I have here before faid of the Signification of à % vi 
| may ſerve alſo to explain the Meaning of Firſt-born in we 
Text: For tho' the literal and primary Signification of ar 
e- be firſt-born, yet as Primogeniture gave to the Eldeſt i 
Superiority and Dominion over his Brethren; So in this Senk 
it ought to be taken here; and the 18th Verſe of this 1 Col 
leads us plainly to it; for 'tis ſaid, He is the Head of the Bu i 
the Church, the Beginning, the Firſt-born from the Dead, that i 
Thrwrd/ov al e he might have the Pre- eminence, or, more literalh, 5 
Chief. 3 5 1 


K «a 'F\} 


a 


1 
80 1 Chron. xxvi. 10. Becauſe there was no Eldeſt, his Father zn #x ny 
ad: him the Chief, or Ruler; which Privilege did belong to a, - 
ve Elueſt, and which, as ſuch, he might of Right have KO. 
laim d. : 1 Ae 02s 
80 when Iſaac had made Jacob Lord over his Brethren, or of Gen.xxvii, 
is Brother, Eſau complain d that Jacob had ſupplanted him, 29. 
md taken away his ( agprerx2, Rights of) Birthright, and Ts dH 
e Bleſſing which appertain'd to it. | . ec. 
And Pſal. Ixxxix. 27. I will make him my Firſt-born, higher 
han the Kings of the Earth; that is; ſays Dr, Hammond, the 
ſt g/orious of them; for, literally, David could not be the 
irſt=born. | 


8 The literal Tranſlation of this Verſe ſeems plainer to this 

Lenſe; I will place him (leaving out my) Firſt-born ; that is, K 2% 

et him in the Station of the Firſt-born, or Eldeſt, make him 2 
Chief, as in the Chronicles before- mention d; or Lora, as Iſaac 5 . 


Tis ſaid, Heb. xii. 23. ye are call'd to the general Aſſembly 
tof the Church of the Firſt-born : Muſt this be conſtrued literalſy 
of the Church of the Firſt-born, or Eldeſt, as tis in the 78ch 
Vain, v. 51. he ſmote all the Firſt-bori in Egypt ? No, ſurcly; FW 
his is meant, and fo Dr. Hammond e xpounds ir, of the Apoſtles Rom. xvi. 
ind firſt Converts to Chriſtianity ; and ſo Epenetus is cail'd rhe 5» _ 
rſt Fruits of Achaia, thoſe who had the firſt Fruits of the Spirit. vill. 23. 
And St. Paul tells us, another Title our Saviour had to this 
Appellation of Firſt-born, viz. Whom he did foreknow, he aljo did g om, viii. 
predeſtinate to be conform'd to the Image of his Sin, that he mizht , 9. 
be the Firſt-born among many Brethren: Or, as he is ftil'd, © 
Ab. ii, 10. in Terms equivalent, the Captain of their Salvation, gde. 


whom, v. 11. he was not aſham'd to call Brethren; or, as ic is 
Ab. x11. 2. the Author and Finiſhea of their Faith. "Artes 
To conclude this Point; ſurely there are many figurative 1 
Expreſſions, which it would be abſurd to conſtrue literally; 
I am the Vine; This is my Body, &c. Nay, ſome Things, which 
are ſaid of Men, cannot be ſo taken neither; a new Creature, 
created in Chriſt unto good Works, born again, &c. Shall we ſay, 
like Nicodemus, Can a Man enter the ſecond Time into his Mother's 
8 iWomb? To which, and to all ſuch Conſtructions, there needs yo; 
no other Anſwer than what our Saviour gave to him, Art thou John iii. 
4 Maſter of Iſrael, and knoweſt not theſe Things? 10. 
There remains but one Text more which you have cited, 
By viz, Heb. iii. 2. Who was faithful to him , | 
| , Fin our Tran{lation, appointed ,; 3 
that, in your Tranſlation made Ar. e 


And you ſay, chat the Author to the Hebrews directly aſtrms, p. 31. 
Dat God made Chriſt, which in the 4th Century was reckon'd ſo 
Is * Heterodox, that this Epiſtle was in ſome Places ſeldom read in 
= © Publick ; and that partly out of the Dread of ſuch an Expreſſion ; 
* Fhilaſtrius aſſures, 
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Ver. 14. 


our Profeſſion Chriſt Feſus, who-was Faithful to him that 


firoy him, that had the Power of Death, that is, the Devil, © 


WY 
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T have not that Book, ſo I can't trace you in this Quotation 


Bur I wonder that it was poſſible for any Man to dread this Ex 


preſſion or Text; for I will, with great. Aſſurance, affirm WM 
That the Apoſtle does nor ſay that God made Chriſt in you Bre 


Senſe, or in any Senſe, that even an Athanaſian (as you tem in 7 


us) will not acknowledge with Foy, and with a full Aſſurance oi Fei 
Faith: But that you ſhould ſo tranſlate and apply this Text yl - 1 
prove the Son of God a Creature, and charge the Apoſtle win ſucc 
aſſerting it expreſsly, I would not have believ'd from any My ; 
but your ſelf ; for ſurely never was any Part of the Scriptur | &c 


ſo perverted and diſtorted to ſerve a Turn. | 
I do agree that my does ſignify to make in your Senſe, an 
you cannot deny that it alſo ſignifies ro #ppoint or conflitute, 
and that it is ſo us'd ſometimes in Scripture. 


1 Chron, xxvi. 10. 
. 1.41. 5 made him Chief. 
His Father ) *Eminozv awTov FIV"Tu? 


REF. i. 6. 
Hath made us Kings and Prieſts. 
_ C'Emainow npuas Bannkeis x) legei s. 


He ordained Twelve. 


” Mark in. T4 'Eminaw du tc 
Hebr. v. 3. mt 

Chriſt glorify'd f to be made an High Prieſt. c 

not himſelf Ir en lb dgyipia” | 


Which Word un more ſtrongly denotes making in your 
Senſe, than 7yjozrm; and yet ſurely no Man will make fo rid: 
culous a Conſtruction of any of rhe Texts as to call then 
Creations, as you would have this 3d Hebr. to be underſtood; 
which plainly ſignifies no more than appointing, or, if you 
pleaſe, making him our High Prieſt ; as will be moſt evident. 
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| „This Third Chapter begins ans; S 
Wherefore, holy Brethren, conſider the Apoſtle and High-Prieft 5 


| 42 ade Clin. 


Wherefore denotes an Inference from ſome Premiſſes, and fo Þ* 
leads to the Context, and the foregoing Verſes at the End of 
the f cond Chapter, viz. by | 15 

Hoiraſmuch then as Children are Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, be | 
alſo himſelf took Part of the ſame, that thro Death he might de. 
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3 „„ e 
* Foy — he took on him the Seed of Abraham. | Ver. 16, 
m Wherefore in all Things it behov'd him to be made like unto his 17. 
1 8 Brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful High-Prieſt, 
in Tg pertaining to God, to make Reconciliation for the Sins of the 
88 Peopte. ; . 
« | 2 in that he himſelf hath ſuffered being tempted, he is able to 18. 
8 ſuccour them that are tempted. | X Ef +4 
F Then follows the Third Chapter, Wherefore,' holy Brethren, 
&. as above. e OH 
You may ſee that the whole Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle relates 
do his human Nature; He t00# upon him Fleſh and Blood, and in 
all Things was made like unto his Brethren; and the Reaſon given 
for it-is, That he might be a merciful-and faithful High-Prieſt in 
Things pertaining to God; and then to offer up himſelf a Sacri- 
fice to make Reconciliation for the Sins of the People: Was it not 
in this Reſpect, as Man, that he died? For, ſurely, tis Blaſ- 
| phemy to ſay, that his Godhead dy'd; and yet I know not 
| how you can avoid it, if you apply your Text to his Divine 
E Nature. Was it not, as Man, that he became our High-prieſt ? | 
Do not you argue from thence againſt Polycarp's and Fuſtin's P. 2g, 
calling him Eternal High-Prieſt ? Was it not the High- Prieſt that 
= was faithful? Tf then he that was faithful was the High- prieſt; 
= if the High-Prieſt was he that dy d for us; and in order to it, 
= tok our Fleſh' and Blood, and became Man, then it was as ſuch, 
= viz. as Man, that the Apoſtle ſays he was made and conſtituted — - 
| High-Prieſt, who, as St. Paul ſays, ever Iiveth to make Inter- Heb. vil. 
ceſſion for us, 35355 25. 
I˖ muſt alſo take Notice that he is here ſtild Apoſtle too, or 
& as the Word ſignifies, Meſſenger : Now he was that Meſſenger 
a Man, to bring us the glad Tidings of Salvation, and to teach 
as an holy Religion, by which we might obtain it: So that he, 
who was made or conſtituted an Apoſtle aad High- Prieſt, may 
alſo be ſaid to be made, becauſe both as an Apoſtle and High- 
2 RE he was. Man, and was therefore made Man, that he might 
be Both. | | | | 
I have now gone thro' and examin'd your Texts and your 
= Teſtimonies; and, I hope, have ſhewn that the One are either 
not applicable to your Purpoſe, or very ſhort of proving what 
you aim at: And for the Other, I am very ſorry I muſt ſay 
you have very groſsly corrupted your Witneſſes : Such Evi- 
= dence is enough to ſpoil even a good Cauſe ; but I muſt own 
ir is very proper for a bad one, which with ſuch only can, 
vuwich any Colour, be ſupported : Nevertheleſs you do, in a 
very pompous Manner, ſum up your Evidence; but I can't be 
convinc'd by it; for your Premiſſes do not warrant your Con- 
eeluſion, nor ought I to be carryd about and toſs'd to and fro with Gal. iv. 14. 
every Wind of Doctrine by the Sleight of Men; and this Advice is 
repeated, Heb. 13. where after the Apoſtle had in the Sch 
3 Verſe told us, chat Jeſus Chriſt was the ſame TeFerday, and to 
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Day, and for ever; he adds in the gth Verſe, be not carried about 
with flrange Doctrines; and Rom. xiii. 17. he prays us to be. 
ware of them that cauſe Diviſions and Offences contrary to the Dy. 
Erine we have learnt. And indeed I wonder that the Proof, 
which you have produced, could pervert you from the Faith 
1 Tim. iv. into which you were baptiz d: But the Spirit expreſsly ſpeaketh, 
that in the latter Times ſome ſhall depart from the Faith; and 
-* the laſt Verſe of the preceding Chapter tells us, what that 
Faith was, viz. The great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſted 
in the Fleſh, But they who had their Denomination from: 
Pretence of greater Knowledge and clearer Inſight into the 
Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion than others, were the Men 
| ... Who moſt corrupted the Doctrines of it by their ſtrange Opi. 
2 Pet. iii. nions; and they were the unſtable who = (or perverced, or 
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16. depray'd ) the Scriptures, which ſurely are profitable for Ds. 
Tres &vine and Inſtruction. And *tis a terrible Threatning pronoun. 
„ ced by David to the Adverſarics of Chriſt, and repeated by 
2 Tim. iv. St. Paul, Let their Eyes be darkned that they ſee not; and let that 
I6. which ſhould have been for their Welfare, become a Stumbling. block, 
Pfal. Ixix. an Occaſion of their Falling, and their Recompence. 

19. In ſtating the Texts and Teſtimonies on both Sides, you 


Rom. xi. 9. have begun with the Texts cited by Mr. Seaton and have 
Tei n mention'd moſt, but nor all of them: And you have thought 
Aov- it a ſufficient Anſwer to inſert your Interpretation of the Terms 
_ e&vTumedb= Eternal, Eternity, by the Words Age and the World ; of which 
K. J have already ſaid what occur'd to me. 5 
Lou have alſo, with a ſeeming Generoſity, added ſome Te. 
ſtimonies from the Fathers, in which alſo you inſert your Con- 
ſtruction of Eternity, and very remarkably in the Sch and gth 
Pages your Author calls Chriſt's Generation &vepyoy, Beginning- 
leſs; and you help us to underſtand, according to your No- 
tion, but contrary to the Signification of the Word, His Gene- 
ration Only before the Beginning of the World. | 
| Then you ſum up all by ſaying, 3 
1 © Theſe Paſſages out of Kuſebius, &c. bid the faireſt for a real 
| Eternity of the Son; yet tis plain from other Paſſages, that 
© all of them were utterly againſt a proper Eternity of the Son; 
E © as we ſhall ſee hereafter, 
Buy which laft Words I ſuppoſe you mean your Quotations 
on the other Side. Theſe I have examin'd, and will, with 
fome Confidence afficm, that you have by no Means made 
good your Aſſertion; and fince you ſay, chat theſe are the 
principal Original Texts and Teſtimonies which concern the impor- i 
I 


FL 
5 


© tant Subject before us, I might venture to leave the Matter 

here, and ſay to you, in your own Words, p. 37. If you will 

ſoberly review only your own Evidence, and ſtare it fairly, wich- 

5 out putting Words into your Witneſſes Mouths, and make 2 
Juſt Conſtruction of your Quotations: I might appeal to you, 

ſuppoſing you had no Biaſs, Whether you can in Conſcience perfiſt 
„ 3 EA 295 ; in 


— 


——— 
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in the Opinion chat our Saviour is but a Creature, fo contrary ta 
the Original Chriftian Religion? Nay, I will add, ſo contrary 
to all rhe Predictions of che Prophets, the Interpretation of 
many Texts by the Learned Jews themſelves, and the Expe- 

' Ration of the Fewiſh Nation of what their Meſſiah was to be, 
viz. the Word of God, the Son of God, God equal with the Fa- 

ther. And for this I have the Authority of your great Euſebi- P. 33. 
15, which 1 have already cited, (whom you ſay none of the | 
Learned will any more pretend that he was an Athanaſian ; and 
therefore he can't be charg'd by you with Partiality to our Da- 
ctrine:) He ſays, that the Hebrew Oracles ſtile him the Word 

-of God, God of God, as we Chriftians are taught to ſpeak of 
him; and for Proof quotes ſome Paſſages our of Moſes and 
David, and that che ewe applied to him even the incommunica- 
ble Name Jehovah : And I hope by further Evidence and full 
Proofs to make good the following Propoſitions, which com- 
prehend what I have to ſay upon this Subject. 


1. That many Paſſages in the Old Teſtament, which were 
ſpoken as of God, were interpreted by the Learned Fews them- 
ſelves of the Word of God in the higheſt Senſe; notwithſtanding 
what you ſay, p. 25. (without producing any Evidence for it,) 
© that the ancient Chriſtians never look'd upon them as true of the 
= © Son himſelf, but of the Father only. 
2. That the Predi&jons of the Meſſiah make him to be Eternal 
God, | | 

3. That the Fews had this Notion of their Meſſiah. = 
| 4+ Thar the Scriptures of the New Teſtament ex preſsly de- 
clare him to be ſo. - . 


Which when I have done, I hope I ſhall free my ſelf from _. 
your Suſpicion which you inſinuate, that I have a Biaſs in this P. 38. 
\ Queſtion, meaning, I preſume the Prejudice of Education; : 
for which, indeed, I-daily bleſs the good Providence of God, 
and hope by his Grace ſhall never caſt off that firſt Faith, but 
rather be ſtrengthen d in it by that H Spirit, which hath fur- 
niſh'd to me in the Scriptures, and enabled me in ſome Mea- 
ſure to give, many Reaſons for it. 
Tho' I may ſay, as in Controverſies at Law, he that will ſue 
me for my poſſeſſion, muſt firſt make out his own Title, before 
I need produce any Evidence for mine; ſo ſince we are in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of this Doctrine for which I conrend, and this Poſſeſſi- 
on has been for 1700 Years, therefore till you have made ap- 
pear the Truth of yours, by better Proofs than you have hi- 
therto produced, which yer you lay are the beſt you have, 
there can be no great Occaſion,” much leſs have you any Right 
to demand of me, to confirm, by any Teftimonies, our Con- 
feſſion of chat Faich, on which Chriſt has founded his Church, 
. againſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail. 5 7 3 
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P. 24. 


1 
But before I proceed, I deſire to ſay ſomething to the Claim 
ou make to the Septuagint Verſion, from whence, you ſay, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles always quoted the Old Teſtament, 
That their Quorations were generally from the Septuagint 
Tranſlation, I do not deny; much leſs will I deny the Autho- 
rity of that Tranſlation, eſpecially of thoſe Places referred to 


In thoſe Quotations : Bur that their Quotations were always 


out of that Tranſlation, I believe, when you think again, you 
will not ſo peremptorily aſſert, becauſe there are Inſtances to 


the contrary. 


And you cannot deny, but that tis only a Tranſlation, and 
therefore cannot be more authentick than the Original Hebrew; 
nay, as the Author of the Prologue to Eccleſiaſticus ſays, © it 
© muſt come ſhort of ſome Words ; for the ſame Things utter d in 
© Hebrew, and tranſlated into another Language, have not the 
* ſame Force in them; and not only theſe Things, but the Law and 
© the Prophets (or Prophecies ) have no (mall Difference when they 
© are ſpoken in their own Language. And I will add, that there 
is one very material Word in Hebrew, which cannot be expreſs d 


by any Word in any other Language; and as there are Idioms 


in every Language, ſo the Tranſlation muſt be underſtood in 
that Senſe in which the, Original is taken ; and tho our Savui- 


our quoted the Gree+ Verſion, yet he did not ſpeak in the 


4 
* . 


John v.39, 


2 Tim. iii · 
16. 


Greek Tongue; and the Jews took what he ſaid, in the Senſe 
in which they underſtand their own Text, as will be manifeſt 
by and by: And the Apoſties who had the Gift of Tongues, 
delivered their Doctrines, which they receiv'd from him, in 


plain Wards, ſuch as their Hearers underſtood, and as fully as 


the Myſteries of our Salvation could be expreſs'd ; and there 
may be very good Reaſon why our Saviour and they chuſe 
to refer to the Septuagint, to wit, becauſe the Cree was then 
the moſt common Language, and which even the 7 them- 
ſelves by theit Diſperſion had learnt, and many of them had 
obtain'd the Name of Greeſs or len and us d the Sept ua- 
gint Tranſlation; and ſince the Gentile World, as well as the 
Zews, were to be converted to the Faith in Chriſt, it was pro- 
per to refer them to the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets 
which teſtify'd of him, in the Language which they underſtood. 
But ſurely this was not ſetting aſide the Hebrew Bible; for if 
the Scriptures were given by Inſpiration of God, and holy Men of 
God ſpake as they were mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt, then ſurely thoſe 
who originally writ in Hebrew, were ar leaſt as much inſpir'd 
as the LXXII Tranſlarors of their Writings; nay, if the 
LXXII had been enabled by the Holy Spirit to tranſlate ex- 


ay and literally, yet if what was ſo tranſlated was not wrir- | 


ten by Inſpiration, the - Tranſlation, tho' made by Inſpiration, 
could not make it to be of Divine Authority. 


Ido 
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1 do not ſay. this that I pretend to the leaſt Knowledge o 
the Hebrew Tongue; but I have learnt ſome Things from Au- 
thors who did, which I may have had 
ſion to mention in what follows, 


I 53 J 


„ and may have Occa- 


And ſo I proceed to my Propoſitions. 


Firſt, That many 


Paſſages in che Old Teſtament, which were 
ſpoken as of God, were interpreted by the Learned Jews of 


the Word of God in the higheſt Senſe, 


The Lord ſaid. | 


Whom the Lord new 
Face to Face, 


Moſes went up unto. 


_ God. 


Twill eftabliſh my Co- 
venant between 
Me and Thee, 


Tf God will be with 
me, then ſhall the! 
Lord be my G 


I am He, and there 
_ is no God beſides 
me. 7 kill, &c. 


eum ſine medio. 


| 
4 


| quem elegi. 


| 


{ 


— — — — 


Arab. Verſion. 
Deus allocutus eſt 


Arab. Ver ſion. 
Ad Angelam Dei. And 


Chald. Paraph. 
1 


Servus meusChriſtus 


- 


| 


this is ſo intrepre- | 
tea by St. Stephen, 
Acts 7. 38. 


| 


| ts | 
| Chald. Paraph.: | 


The Word of the Deut.24.4. 
Lord ſaid. | v1 


Who knew the Word 10, 


| of the Lord talk- 


ing with him. 


Moſes went up into Ex0.19, 
the Preſence of the 
Word of God. 


ih 


I will eftabliſh my | 


Croenant between n) 7. 


| Word and Thee, 


| If the Word of the Gen. 28. 


Lord be with me, 20, 21. 
then the Word of 

the Lord ſhall be 

my God, 


the Deu-32.39 


| The word of Iſa. 43+ 10, 


Lord ſaid, I am 
He, who was, and 
is, and is to come, 


and there is no 
other God beſides 
me. I ill, &c. 


And many more, which you will find in Dr. Hammonds Com- 
ment on the New Teſtament, and in Bithop Patric# and Biſhop i 


| Kidder. | 


I find in Exel. i. 24. As the Voice of the Almighty : This is o- 


mitted in the common Impreſſions of the Septuagint Bible, but 


ought to be inſerted ; for in the Polyglot Bible, I find it in the 
Hebrew, Chaldee Paraphraſe, Syriac and Arabick, Vocem Saddai, 
welut vocem omnipotentis , vocem Domini quaſi vocem Dei po- 


tentiſſimi ſufficientiſſimi, Theodorert : @5 paviy de one 
YE ee to | 


and 
ww” > - 
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[54] 
and in ſome Copies, &s own He onde} tngve ; which ac- 
_ cording to the Septuagint is, pwn 78 a8ys : So that what in 
the above-mencion'd Places was in the Original, God, and fo 
rendred by the LX XII, but rendred as above, the Word of 
| God; here in this Paſfage in Ezek. which is in all the Lan- 
guages rendred God Almighty, is according to the LXXII, the 
Voice of the aoy ©, the Word of God. x oy 
I preſume it will not be deny'd, that by the Angel of the Co- 
venant, and the Angel of his Preſence, the Meſſiah was under- 
ſtood by the Jews, and now alſo by all Chriftians ; Let us ſee 
„ then what is ſaid of this Angel. | 
Exod. ii. 2. - © The Angel of the Lord appeared unto Moſes in a Hame of 
| Kue, Fire out of the Buſh: And in the 4th Verſe, he is ſtil'd, God 
* Te- (the Lord; ) and in the 6th Verſe he ſays, I am the God of thy 
e. Father, the God ef Abra am. 
Sede. , Behold I ſend an ( ws my ) Angel before the. Obe 
Exo. xx ili. g Voice, for he will not pardon your Tranſgreſfions ; for my 
20, 21. Name\is in him, that is, be is God: For my Name im- 
plies and ſignifies Eſſence, as Deut. 28. 58. That thou may ſt fear 
this glorious and fearful Name, the Lord thy God : And ſo 
Pſal. xx. 1. The Name of the God of Jacob defend thee, that is, 
God defend thee ; for the Name of God was not like an Amulet 
or Charm, as ſome ſuperſtitious Fews uſed their Phy lacteries, 
do keep them from Hurt: And fo expreſsly, Exod. iii. 13. What 
is his Name? v. 14. I am that 1 am: And ſo our Saviour ſays, 
John xiv. 11.1 am in the Father, and the Father in me; and 
who can forgive Sins but God, Markii. 7. 18 5 
And Maimonides explains this Text to be meant of the No- 
phet, Deut. xviii. 15. that was to be rais'd like unto Moſes ; and 
Malachi calls him the Meſſenger of the Covenant, Cha p. iii. 1. 
and St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. x. 9. and Heb. iii. 2. it was Chriſt, who 
was tempted in the Wilderneſs. ACS | 
Of che Angels which appeared to Abraham, one was the An- 
Gen. xviii. gel of the Covenant, and he is all along ſtild the Lord; and in 
Sn the 1ſt Verſe the LXXII. render the Lord, 5 Jes, God. 
Exodus My Preſence ſhall go with thee, ( ſays God ro Moſes, in An- 
RXXiii. 14. {wer to him, who, v. 12. had ſaid, Thu haſt not let me know 
Aus whom thou wilt ſend: with me; ) and this is rendred by the 
eegmed- LXXII, Iny ſelf, (God) will go before thee. | 
o t The Angel of his Preſence ſaved them: This the LXXII render 
Iſa. 1x111..9, very elegantly, not a Meſſenger, nor an Angel, but he ( God) 
OO e- hiniſelf ſaved them. 7; 5 135 5 
cc How is it poſſible to interpret this eſpecially, ( or indeed-any 
& %” of the foregoing Texts) as of a Perſon repreſenting and per- 
«> eyes ſonating the Father, (as you ſay p. 25.) in ſpight of even the 
£004 ap Negative Words, not a Meſſenger, not an Angel, but he himſelf. 
785. 1 ſhall mention but one more, and that is Gen. xxii. The 
; Command to Abraham to ſacrifice Iſaac was from God, v. 1. 
and v. 11. The Angel of the Lord call d to him out of Heaven; and, 
Nr tf WS v. 12. 


s * 


Bp. Kidder. 


* 
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v. 12. ſaid, Lay not thy Hand upon the Lad; for now I know that 
thou feareſt God, ſeeing that thou haſt not with. held thy Sin from 
Me: This muſt be the Angel of the Covenant; for the nor wich- 
holding his Son from Me, muſt be from him who, v. 1. gave 
him the Command, and whom by ſo doing he ſhew'd that he 

fear'd, viz, God; and v. 14. The Angel of the Lord calfd to 

Abraham a ſecond time, and ſaid, By My ſelf have I ſworn, Cc. 
And the Apoſtle, Heb. vi. 13. gives the Reaſon of it, viz. 
becauſe he could ſwear by no greater than himſelf; and there- 
fore he, this Angel of the Covenant, muſt be equal with the 
Supreme God: And ſo Abraham, v. 14. calls the Name of that 
Place by the Name of Supreme God; Fehovat-jireh: | 


| Secondly, The Predifliont of the eſliab make him to be Eter- 


nal God, | | RG 
I think we art agreed, that there is no God beſides the Lord, Iſa. xiv. 5. 


and that he will not give his Glory unto another; for before me, Kliii. 9. 


ſays God, was no God form'd, neither ſhall be after me; I, even xliii. 10, 


I am the Lord, and beſides me there is no Saviour If then I can 1%» 


ſnew, that the incommunicable Name of God is given to the 
Meſſiah, that he is ſtil'd the Lord and God, and that the eſſential 


Attributes of God are predicated of him, I ſhall ſufficiently make 


good my Propoſition. | 

Some of the Texts which I have mention'd under my Firſt 
Head, are alſo Proofs of this Second; and having had Occa- 
ſion to mention others in this Letter, and ſeveral having been 
cited by Mr. Seaton, I ſhall here take notice but of ſome few 
more. 8 


God ſaid, Let us make Man, &c. 1 Martyr urges this to Gen. i. 26. 


Trypho to the ſame Pur poſe for which I now cite it, and treats 
the Fews Anſwers to it very contemptuouſly, as I obſerv'd be- 
fore; and Biſhop Patrick quotes Epiphanius for ſaying, chat this 
was underſtood by all the ancient Chriſtians to denoce a Plura- 
lity of Perſons in the Deity ; and that the Fews, who would 
evade ir, do it in a moſt ridiculous Manner, and therefore no 
Chriſtian ſhould imitate them; nor ſhould you contrad ict your 


Euſebius, and your own Quotation, p. 35. out of Treneus ; The 


firſt ſays in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſt. p. 6. that the Words in this 
Text of Geneſis, were ſpoken to Chriſt; and the laſt ſays they 
were ſpoken to the Son and Holy Spirit. And this Conſtruction 
of this Text is very well ſupported by St. John i. 3. AlL things 


were made by him and without him (weis eurs, ſeparately from 


bim) was not any thing made; therefore not as the Inſtrument 
which the Farher us'd in creating all Things, but as united 


wich him in that Act of Omnipotence ; and therefore he was God 


equally with the Father, who wanted not the Help of a Crea- 
ture to exert his Power, or to eaſe him, as of a Burden, in 
exerciſing it; and as it is ſaid, Rev. iv. 11. of Almiglicy God, 
Thou haſt created all things, and for thy Pleaſure they are and 

| " | were 


— 
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were created; ſo it is ſaid alſo of the Son, Col. i. 16. All things 
were created by him and tor him. ba IP 

Ifa. xl. 9. Say unto the Cities of Judah, Behold your God The whole 
Context ſhews that this was ſpoken of the Meſſiah; as is 
alſo. 4 + 1 ASCE - I | 

Iſa. liv. 5. Thy Maker is thy Husband, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name; 
and thy Meſſenger the Holy One of Iſrael, the God of the whole 

Earth ſhall he be called. 33-47 ld oldie os 4, 

Exod. vi, I appeared to Abrabam z) the Name of, God Almighty : 

but by my Name Jehovah was I not known to him. 
It is to be obſerv'd, that Jehovah is here, and in other Places 
of Scripture, rendred by the LX XII, .es O:, the Lord; fo 


that where wer, the Lord, is apply'd in the Old Teſtament . 


to the Meſſiab, it ought to be taken in the higheſt Senſe, or 
elſe the LXXII ſhould have found ſome other Way of expreſ- 
ſing Fehovah, ſince there is no one Word in any Language that 
comes up to the full Signification of it; for it denotes the Eſ- 
ſence of God, vix. that is, was, and is to came; and is ſo pecu- 
In the Sep- liar to the Great God, (as in Hal. Ixxxiii. 18. whoſe Name alone 
tuagint, #s Jehovah ) that the Jews out of a ſuperſtitious Reverence 
„. think it unlawful to pronounce it. 
; Bur this holy Name is apply'd to the Meftah, and therefore 

he muſt be God. | | 


Jer. xxiii. This is the Name by which he ſhall be called, The Lord, or Je- 


6. hovah, our Righteouſneſs: In the Septuagint tis, Foſedec among 
Tir 7 the Prophets. This cannot be properly a Name, for it is not 
oyvouaduTs given to the Meſſiahin the Old and New Teſtament ; ſo it muſt 
ö 94454 be underſtood according to che Signification of the Word, as 
ew/Tov i Immanuel, in St. Matt. i. and Iſa. vii. 14. was nor literally the 
g O Io Name of our Saviour, but to denote what he was, God with 
tn ey THS us; and in like manuer, as Jehovah, to avoid pronouncing the 
en. Word it ſelf, was ſometimes pronounced jaw and Sedec, bor 

fying in Hebrew, Juſtice or Righteouſneſs ; twa« 8x is as much as 

to ſay, Jehovah our Righteouſneſs. | 
Jer, xiii. And io he is again ſtil'd, The Lord (and in the Margin, Je. 
16. * hovah ) our Righteouſneſs ; This is left out of the Septuagint, as 

in all that Chapter from the 13th Verſe excluſive. 


In theſe Chapters he is alſo call'd, The Righteous Branch, the 


Branch of Righteouſneſs ; which in the Septuagint is dvamay, as 


alſo in Luke i. 78. and rendred, The Day-jpring; ſuitable where- 


unto they alſo tranſlate Ia. iv. 2. (which in our Bibles is, 
The Branch of the Lord ſhall be beautiful and glorious ) & Let, 
ſhall ſhine: And what this Branch, or Day-ſpring was, the LXXII 
tell us, viz. God; for the Words in their Tranſlation are, in- 
Act Hes 6 3805, God ſhall ſhine. | 3-5 


Thirdly, The Fews had this Notion of their Meſſiah, That 
he was to be the Syn of God, and as ſuch, equal wich God. 


Now 


a „ Hh A tw. o-—_, Nv, AO a. 


57! 
Now if the Prophecies amount to this, * they do) then 
I might conclude, that they who believ'd t 
have had this Notion: But it will appear very plainly Fact; 
for | 5 1 ; | 
When the High Prieſt had ſolemnly adjur'd our Saviour, 
Matt. xxvi. 63. Tell us whether thou be the Chriſt the Son of 
Cod? This very Queſtion implies, that they expected the Son 
f God to be their Chriſt, or Meſſiah ; but further, he anſwer'd, 
© Thou ha# ſaid, or as St. Mark relates it, c. xiv. 61. I am; here- 
after ye ſhall ſee the Son of Man ſitting on the Right Hand of 
= Power, &c. (that is, judging the World, as he ſays, Matt. xvi. 21. 
E and Ch. xxiv. 30, 31. which was underſtood by the Fews to be 
the Office of the Son of God, as is plain by Luke xxii. 69, 70. 
for upon his ſaying, Fereafter ſhall the Sm of Man ſit on the 


Right Hand of the Power of God : Then ſaid all, Art thou then the 


Son of God? Upon this Anſwer of our Saviour, the High Prieſt 
cries out, He hath ſpoken Blaſphemy ; which could not be, unleſs 
what he had ſaid were an Aſſertion of his being God; and the 


i. e. God, or elſe they had no ſuch Law. | 
= The aboveſaid Queſtion of the High Prieſt ſhews, as I have 
ſaid, the Opinion they had of their Meſſiah; which is yer 
= plainer, as it is related by St. Luke, Ch. xxii. 67. where the 
2 Queſtion is put ſingly, Art thou the Chriſt? And upon our Sa- 
= viour's Anſwer, they make the Inference by their Second 

! Queſtion, Art thou then the Son of Gd), 

And that they underſtood that the Sn of God was God 


. with God. And fo again, John x. 30, 33. he calling God his 
Father, they would have ſtoned him, becauſe thou being a Man, 
= makeſt thy ſelf God. 
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8 found him of whom Aoſes and the Prophets had wrote, and 
15 wh ch being convinced of it, cries out, Thou art the Son of 


Soc, which ſhould come into the World. 


3 
Io 


our commands them, at the 20th Verſe, to tell no Man that he 


Cod and Meffiah, were Characters (in che Opinion of the Fews, 
from che higheſt to the loweſt ) denoting the fame Perſon un- 
der different Refpe&s, which our Saviour thus confirms; and 
further, he tells Peter, 1ſt, that it © was his Father, which is in 
Heaven, who had reveal d this to him; and 2dly, That upon 
his Rock, (viz, this Confeſſion ot Faith) he would build his. 
7 VVV 


eir Prophets, muſt 


© Jews told Pilate, John xix. 17. We have @ Law, and by that 
law he ought to die, becauſe he made himſelf the Son of God, 
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equal ro God, is plain by. John, v. 18. The Fews ſought to kill 
um, becauſe he ſaid, God was his Father, making himſelf equal” 


So John i. 45. When Philip had told Nathanael, that he had 


1 And ſo ſaid Martha, Fohn xi. 27. Thou art Chriſt the Son of 


And fo faid St. Peter, Matt. xvi. 16. and John vi. 69. Thou 
dart Chriſt, the Son of the Living God. Upon which our Savi- 


vas Jeſus the Chriſt, or Meſſiah ; which ſhews that the Son of 
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© Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. And 
therefore let them, who deny this Faith, rake care that they 
are not undermining this Rock, this Church of God, and Chri gi. 
A anity it ſelf, againſt which all the Powers of Darkneſs ſhall not 
Acts v. 39. prevail, leſt they be found to fight againſt God. And further, 2s 
our Saviour ſays, John viii. 24. If ye believe not that I am he, 
(or I am) ye ſhall die in your Sins : A dreadful Threatning, and 
ſhould be conſidered by every Man, = 
The very Objections which the Fews made to our Saviour, 
imply this their Opinion of the Meffiah : For, ſay they, John 
vii. 27. When Chriſt cometh, no Man knoweth whence he is; that 
is, in the Words of Ja. liii. 8. Who can declare his Generation? 
Which is ſpoke of the Meſſiah. And fo, Ads viii. 33. Philip 
3 ex pounds it to the Eunuch: And that both Iſaiah and the Jews 
| meant his Generation, as he was the Sn of God, is plain, be- 
| Eccl. Hiſt, CAuſe as the Meſſiah was the Son of Man, they did know that 
| I I. c. 2, he was to be the Son of David, ver. 42. of vhis Chapter, and 
| p. $ Matt. xxii. 42. And thus Euſebius underſtands and applies this 
5 Text to his Generation, which no Words can expreſs. EM 
Again, Fohn xii. 34. We have heard out of our Law, that 
_ Chriſt abideth for ever; alluding to Hal. cx. 4. Thou art a Prieſt 
for ever after the Order of Melchiſedec; which, by the way, 
ſhews their Conſtruction of this Teal for it was obje&ed by 
the Jews to our Saviour for ſayingMhar the Son of Man muſt be 
1 P. 25. lift up: Tho' you ſay, that tho' © Melchiſedec is ſaid to have nei. 
her Beginning of Days, nor End of Life, when he is repreſented 
[ * as a Type of Chriſt's earlieſt Origin and lateſt Duration; yet this 
is certainly without the leaſt pretence of a proper Eternity. Sure- 
ly chis Text ſnews at leaſt his Eternal Duration, as the afore- 
mention'd Text, John wii. 27. and having no Beginning of Days, 
 ſhews his Eternal Generation and Exiſtence; and if having no 
Beginning of Days does not mean this, then having no End of 
Life, does not ſignify his Everlaſting Duration: And as by your 
Expreſſion, Earlieſt Origin, you mean that our Saviour had 1 
Beginning; ſo that of his late Duration ſeems to imply, that he 
is to have an End, tho you dare not in Terms ſay fo. But 
Heb. vii. 3. hat could the Apoſtle mean by adding to that Text, But mad: 
lite to the Son of God, ſave only that as the Son of God had 
neither Beginning nor End, which is properly being Eternal? So 
; Melchiſedec, chat he might be a Type of him, is re preſented as 
& )wvs4A5- one, of whoſe Deſcent or Pedigree, which was his Beginning, and 
7. of whoſe Death or End, no Account was given in Scripture, or 
could be given. oh Bn Fey 10 
It is no Objection to what I have ſaid upon this Head, That 
the Jews expected their Meſſiah ſhould eſtabliſh a Temporal Þ 
Kingdom in this World: For the greater he was, the more ca- 
pable he was of doing it; and they (who had ar firſt been 
under a Theocracy, which, by their defiring a King, they re- 
jected, and which was the Foundation of their Sin in asking 


one + ox vt be com reſtored to that happy State under the 
irrefiſtible Power of the Word of God, who was to ſubdue all Na- 
ttont unde his Feet, and to have the Heathen for his Inheritance, 
aud the. ut maſt Parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion. And even 
ſome Chriſtians, che Millenarians, by miſinterpreriug ſome 
Texts of Scripture, expected our Saviour to reign with his 
Saints 1000 Years upon Earth; and the "4 Apoftles them- 
[ ſelves, who had fully acknowledged his Diviniry, had yet 
Thoughts and Hopes of an Earthly Kingdom even juſt before 
mg cenſion, Wilt thou at this Time reſtore again the Kingdom to 


anti, The Scriptures of the New Teſtament exprefily 
| declare our Saviour to be God in the higheſt Senſe.  — * 


Pſal. xlvii. 


— i. 8. 


Acts i. 6. 


wi 


The Texts which I have already cited in this Letter do abun. | 
g dantly ſhew-chis Truth; and this is ſo large a Field, that 1 
will not pretend to mention them all; but ſome I will add, to 


aſſert and make good my Propoſition” 
* Math, i. 23. An Angel from Heaven tells Foſeph, that his 


Name fhall be called Inmanuel, which being interpreted, is 
= © God with us, as had been foretold by 1ſaiah, Chap. vii. 14. 


Shepherds to be Chriſt the Lord. 


= Che ii. 11. Gc. A Multitude of Angels declare him to the 


Auxice was this confirm'd by a Voice from God himſelf, that 
Dic is my beloved Son, Matt. iii. 16, 17, and Ch. xvii. 3. in 


= which laſt there is added a Command to the Three Apoſtles, 
= Hear ye bim. ; p ART 


Let us therefore hear what he ſays of himſelf, for they are Deutuxyiil, 


: the Words of no leſs than Almighty God, and what thoſe Apo- 


18, 19. 


3 155 inſtructed from Heaven and taught of God, do ſay of John li. 


. John iv. 26. He tells the Woman of Samaria, that he is the 
= Meſſiah.” 8 


* 


= John viii. 22, And to the Jews, that he is the Eight ef #he 
als as is ſaid of God, 1 John j. 3. | | 
= John vi. 38. That he came down from Heaven. 

Din vi. 33. That he giveth Life to the World. = 

ohn Xvi. 28. That he came gore the Father, &c. 


N 
n 
. 


ſwer, viz. 


Aure chat thou Inoweſt all things : A W en 
: 555 xvi. 30. We believe that thou cameſt forth from G . 

. [I have already mencion'd his Aſſertions of his own Divinity 
before the High Prieſt in ſuch Terms, as would be Blaſphemy 


i 


1 ** 5 ' 


. John viii. 24. If ye believe not that I am, ye ſpall aye in 
re Ep ts john 


Jon ix. 35, And to the blind Man, that he is the Sen 


Von xvi..29, Lo now thou ſpeakeſt plainly, now. we are 


' 49, 30. 


And how the Diſciples underſtood this, is plain by their An- 


5 
1 601 
John vii. 28 When: you baue lift up the Son of Man, ye pal 
Lu thai i am. 1 0 Ma, 6 
1 = 58. ( In expreſs aſſertory Terms) Before Abrahan 
This is the peculiar Name by which God declar'd himſelf t, 
. Miſes, Exod. iii. 14. and is repeated by God, Deut. xxxii. 30, 
And theſe Kxpreſſions of our Saviour are the very ſame that 
Almighty God uſes, I/a. xliii. 10. that ye may know and believe 
ane, and underſtand that I am: Before me there was no God form i 
neither ſhall there be after me. | od a ite A. 
Tir Juno John x. 24. When the Fews complaining, ſaid, How long dreft 
E thou make us to doubt, (or, as in the Margin of our Bibles, hull 
we, 1 in Sgpence ?) if Thou be Chriſt, tell us plainly; and he dots 
Lift up ur v. 3. 1 and my Father are one, #v.; not one Perſon, but one in 
Sul, raiſe . Eexce. And ſo the Fews underſtood him; imputing therefore 
ar Expe. co him Blaſphemy, and taking up Stones to ſtone him for it. 
Aube _ Nevertheleſs I may, perhaps, be told Two. Things, That 
| that than this is interpreted One in Per; and that when the Jews un. 
| art ready derſtood by it, v. 33. that he made himſelf God; our Savinr, 
the Meſfi- v. 34+ Cc. makes, as it were, an Excuſe for that Expreſſion, 
ah we l ſaying, 1s it not written, I have ſaid ye are Gods, Ce. 
for. Nou, if it be to be underſtood One in Power, (tho the Jews, 
took ir otherwiſe, ) it will neceflarily follow, that he is One un 
_ Eſſence too. For what are the Works, which are there men- 
tion d, and which he did in his Father's Name, and which re 
_ Rify'd of himp v. 25.? no lefs than v. 28. I give unto them Eter- 
nal Life; which ſurely God only can do; for though our Sari. 
aur is appointed to judge the World, yer, as a- Fudge, he can! 
be ſaid to give : Eternal Life is the Gift of God, Rom. vi. 23. 
| Beſides, if he be One in Power, he muſt be Omnipotent, which 
of all the divine eſſential Attributes, does moſt denote Gui; 
and there can't be Two Omnipotents diſtin& in Eſſence, any 
n | een 
And as to the Excuſe, it may be ſaid to be an Anſwer ad 
hominem, with a juſt Reproof of them; but he did not reſt 
. there, and leave them to think he meant no more, for v. 37, 
38. he adds, If I do not the Works of my Father, believe me not; 
but if I do, tho ye believe not me, believe the Works, that je 
may, know and believe that the Father is in me, and I in Him: 
And chat the ews did certainly then underſtand that he 
made himſelf God, the following Verſe ſhews, for they again 
ſought to take him, as at firſt they attempted, to fone him. 
And c. xxii. 45. He that ſeeth me, ſeeth him that ſent me; 
and c. xiv. 7. If ye had known me, ye ſhowld have known my Fa- 
ther alſo, and from henceforth ye have known and ſeen him: And 
repeats it again to Philip, reproaching him for asking him to 


* * 
* 


few them the Father, ſaying, Have ] been ſo long with you, and 


yet haſt thou not known me? He that hath ſeen me hath ſeen the 
Father, and how ſayeſt thou then, She w us the Father? 
0 e e 
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.. Surely therefore; I may ſay, as our Saviour concludes the 
Account he ſends of himſelf ro 7% Baptiſt, Matt. xi. 6. Bleſ- 
ſed is he whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me; for as the Apoſtie 
ſays 2 Cor. iv. v. 15 4. If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to ( or in, 
&) them that are loſt; which Expreſſion, in, ſeems to intimate 
that it muſt be wilful Ignorance; ſo glorious ( as he adds) is 
the Light of ir. LO eee „ | 
I might add what he did in his own Name, as a further 
Evidence of his Divinity, vi. | | 
Forgivingę of Sins; giving the Holy Choſt; working ſuch Mira- 
cles as never were wrought before, viz. in his own Name, and 
giving to others Power to do the like and greater in his Name, 
riſing or raiſing himſelf from the Dead; receiving divine Worſhip, 
ſuch as is due to God alone: All which are aſſerted of and by 
him, as is evident by plain Texts of Scripture, which 1 do 
not quote, becauſe I believe they are known to you, and 
cannot be deny c. = SCA as | 
So that for the Divinity of out Saviour, we have had the 
- Teſtimony of God che Father, who will not give his Glory to ans. 
ther, and is the God of Truth, and cannot lie; and of Feſus Chriſt 
himſelf the Sin of Cod, 4 Teacher of Righteouſneſs, who would 
not be even a goed Man, if he taught a falſe and blaſphemous 
Doctrine. F ſhall now proceed to give you the Teſtimony of 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of Truth, by. viſible Actions, and by 
ſpeaking in the Apoſtles, Who have left us this Doctrine upon 
Record in their Writings: And then I may conclude, as St. 
John ſays, 1 John v. 10. He that believeth not God, hath made 
5 a Lyar, becauſe he believeth not the Record that God gave of 
John i. 32, &c. John Baptiſt ſaw the Spirit of God deſcending 
upon him like a Dove, and, He, who ſent him to baptixe, ſaid, Up- 
on whcm thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit deſcending and remaining on him, 
the ſame is. he, which baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt ; and he 
bare Record that This is the Son of God. 1 
And as do Man can ſay that Jeſus Chriſt is the Lord but by the 1 Cor. xiis 
Holy Ghoſt, and that all the Apoſtles were filled with the Holy 3. 3 
Ghoſt, and had the Advantage of attending him from the acts ii. 4. 
beginning of his Miniſtry, and of being Eye-witneſſes of his Ma- Acts i. 21. 
jeſty, and to have Ge and heard many things, which are not 2 Per.i.16. 
recorded in the Goſpels, and to have had the Scriptures John xx. 
expounded to them by Chriſt himſelf after his Reſurrection; and 21-Xx1.25« 
that ir was given to them to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Luk. xxiv. 
Heaven; and that St. Paul, in particular, was in a miraculous 27. 
Manner taught by Chriſt from Heaven, and was an Apoſtle not Luk. iv. 10. 
of Men, neither by Man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, _ and God the Acts ix.— 
Father. Surely the Teſtimony of ſuch Witneſſes is much more 1 Tim. i. i. 
valuable than thoſe which you have produced; tho! you had Gal. i. 1, 
 hever ſo faichfully and fairly repreſented what your Authors 13. 
| ſay, For thoſe arc the Teſt imonies of the Holy Ghoft, which 
e ; ſpake 
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fpdke in them; ahd what they writ; Se; Jobn e. X. 31. Tays 
Was for this Purpoſe, that ye may believe that Jeſus is che Chriſt 
the Son of Gk. | | 


1 nication of the Holy Spirit, as God may be ſaid to have d welt in 
1 Cor. vi. the Prophets and Apoſtles, and indeed in every good Man, whoſe 
19. Bodies are the Temples of God; for God gave not the Spirit by 
John iii. Meaſure to him; nor much leſs in Clouds and Ceremonies, as the 
34 Glory of God between the Cherulims, tetm'd Shechina, the Hz 


68. conſider d your Quotation of the 15th Verſe of this Chapter, 
e may nee 3 | 
John i. 14. We beheld the Glory, as of the only-begotten of the 
Father: which Phraſe is often repeated in Scriprure, and muſt 
ſignify more than that Chriſt was, as truly ofhers are the Sons of 
Goa, as being created by him; tho you make created and 
begotten equivalent Expreſſions; and if they were, he could not 
be calld, the onh- begotten: Which Word Only ſufficiently 
diſtinguiſhes and denotes him empharically the Sn, as is ſaid by 
St. Paul, Heb. i. 2. God hath ſpoken to us, e, d, By the Syn; 
The Son by eternal Generation and equal to the Father; as I have 
*"ſhewn-already by the Scriptures, and by ſeveral Quorations our 
of the Authors you rely upon, „%%% ;¶ũ of TT; 
2 pet. iti. 12. Looking for the Coming of the Day of God. That 
this was ſpoken of the Day of Judgment; and that the Day of 
Judgment is in Scripture call'd the Day of the Lord Feſus, is mi- 
nifeſt both by the other Parts of this Chapter, and ſeveral 
other Places: And here St. Peter expreſsly ſtiles him God; and 
ſo does St. Paul, 1 Tim. iii. 16. God manifeſt in the Heſh; and 
Tit. ii. 10. God our Saviour; and v. 13. the great God and our Sa. 
-viour : 1 John v. 10. We know that the Son of God is come, and 
hath given us an Underſtanding, that we may know him that is 
true; and we are in him that is true, even in his Sen Feſus Chriſt 
This (sr, this Perſon ) is the true God, © 
I have ina former Part of this Letter mention d Heby. i.; 
There is another Text, Phil. ii. 6. of the like Import; but more 
| plain and expreſs, as I have before alſo obſerv'd : Chriſt J7eſu, 
"Moggys who being in the Form of God, thought it not Robbery ( a takin; 
1 to himſelf what did not belong to him, or he had no right to) to be 
equal with God ; i. e. God: Now being in the Form of God can- 
| "Nox, as 1 faid before of the Image of his Perſon, be underſtood 
Kao as if he were only a Repreſentation of God, and that he was 
Meggny not really and truly God, as is plain by the following Words; 
eb ,t He took upon him the Form of a Servant, and was made in the 
td] Likeneſs of Man, and being found in Faſhion as a Han. For 
Mk | | Mr. E ic 


it may as well be argued: from theſe. latter Words « ſome 
Hereticks have deny'd his Humanity) that he was only in 4p- 
pearunce, and not really a Man, as that from the Image or Form 
of God, he was not truly God, and equal with Gd. 
Rom. i. 20. St. Faul makes the Creation of the World to be 
a full Evidence and Proof of the Eternal Power and Godhead; 


and that the World was made by the Son of God, not miniſterially, 


but as Sad, I have before obſerv'd, and will be very plain by 
comparing together, 1 Cor. viii. 6. Rom. xi. 36. Col. i. 16. 

And here I muſt take notice of your unfair Dealing, p. 6. 
where Col. ii. 9. is cited, The Fulneſs of the Godhead, you add, 
as if it were another Reading or Meaning of that Expreſſion 
(or Divine: Power; ) and you refer to this Text, Rom. i. 20. as 
if this juſtify' d you for ſo doing: Tho' in this Text the Word 
Godhead is us d as well as Power ; to which the Epithet Eternal 
is added, which you changed to Divine; as imagining, tho' in 
yain, that it would better ſuit your Purpoſe. | 


Rom. ix. 3. Whoſe are the Fathers, of whom concerning the Fleſh | 


Chrift came, who is over-all, God bleſſed-for ever, Amen. Thus 
it is rendred in our Bibles, and ſo by (i) Novatian, c. 13: OG 
S 30. bur you tranſlate it (in your Letter to the Biſhop of Lon- 
don, p. 8.) The God over all be bleſſed for ever. Amen. But I ask, 
Why did you ſo render it; for neither the Context, nor the 


Apoſtle's Argument, nor the Greek (*) will warrant your ſo 


doing? For, Tab 4 71 I 64 . 

St. Paul in the 2d and 3d Verſes having expreſs d his great 
Concern, even to a Degree of wiſhing himſelf accurſed or ſepa- 
rated from Chriſt, for his Brethren, his Kinſmen, according to the 


Fleſh, left, as he ſays, c. iv. 14. thro' their Infidelity the Promiſe 
to Abraham ſhould be made of none Effect: He proceeds in a 


very Rhetorical Climax to fer forth the great Privileges: and 


Ad vantages they had, as ſo many Arguments to them above 


others, to embrace the Faith of Chriſt; ſaying, Who are [ſ- 
© raelites, to whom pertaineth the Adoption, and the Glory, and 
© the Covenant, and the giving of the Law, and the Service (or 
true Worſhip, A«Feia ) of God, and the Promiſes; whoſe are 
the Fathers, and of whom, as concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, 
* who is over all, God bleſſed for ever: That is, tho' it was great 
Honour to them, that he deriv'd his human Nature from them; 
for he took on him the Sed of Abraham ; yet as the Completion 
and perfection of cheir Happineſs and Dignity, He was over all, 


and no leſs than God bleſſed for euer. And this was: che ftrongeſt 


1 


1 0 
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(i) Quorum Patres & ex quibus Chriſtus ſecundum carnem, 
qui eſt ſuper omnia, Deus benedictus in ſæcula. ; 5 1 
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Prax. c. 13. ſuppoſe gw to be under ſtodd. _ 


Dy Hamm. 


Comment. 
175. 


64 


and a neceſfary Argument to induce them to a Belief in him, 


becauſe they expected their Meſſiah ſhould be ſomething more 


than of the Stock of Abraham, or of the Lineage of David, And 
had the Apoſtle ſtopp'd at, of whom concerning the = Chriſt 
came, the Argument had been no better than Abimelech's to 
rſuade the Men of Sichem to make him King; I am your Bone, 
and your Fleſh, But when Chrift came (as they ſaid Jobn vii. 25.) 
n) Man knoweth whence he is; and therefore the Apoſtle tells 
them, Tho according to the Fleſh he came of your Fleſh, and i 
Man, yet he is alſo truly Eternal God; for without this Cha. 
racer of him, which they expected their Meſſiah to have, 
they might have been apt to have ſaid, as they did before they 
crucify'd him, Is not this the Carpenter s Sm? And then the 
Concluſion would have been, as our Saviour ſaid, that the Pro- 
het would not have been without Honour, but among his own Kin, 
and in his own Houſe, 1 e een 21 
+. This I take to be the plain and natural Conſtruction of the 
Apoſtle's Diſcourſe; but you, to force your Interpretation, 
firſt tranſpoſe the Words, and then conſtrue them ſo, as good 
Grammar will not bear; 6 ©» 63} mivrwy Ocds evneynres wig 
WY oa; ; this, in the Letter and Order of the Words is, 
being over all God bleſſed for ever: Being muſt neceſſarily refer 


to, and agree with what went before; viz Chriſt; and ſo Ter. | 


tullian applies it; and therefore you leave our 5 @y Being, and 


To ſum up this Matter; tis very ebſervable, that the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of our Saviour in the ſame Terms, as che Fews uſe when 
they name Gd; for they generally add Bleſſed for ever, and 
the Bleſſed (alone, without the Addition of God) denotes 4. 
mighty God; as is evident by Mark xiv. 61, © 

1 John 15. God is ' Light; and this is faid alſo of Chrift 
hn i. 9. by the ſame Apoſtle; and our Saviour ſays it of 


himſelf, John viii. 12. I am the Light of the World, 


1 Tim. vi. 15. God is ſtil'd King of Kings, and ſo is Chrift, 
Reva W 39; & nine 2%/%ͤ 1m wo ar ogy ng! 
Acts xx. 28. Take heed to feed the Church of God, which he 
hath purchas'd with his own Blood. © TY 
Hebr. xiii. 8. Jeſus Chriſt the ſame Tefterday, to Day, and. for 
ever; Which ſurely denotes his Eternity; for this is equivalent 
ro what is ſaid Rev, i. 4. of the great God, which is, and which 
was, and which is to come. | 6% tro n 
But Mr. Seaton having cited many Places of Scripture, in 
which the Things ſpoken of God, and which cannot be ap- 
plied but to the mighty God, are alſo pred icated in the higheſt 
Senſe of our Saviour; I ſhall ſay no more upon this Head, 
but only that our Suiour muſt therefore be God, or elſe we muſt 
charge even the Scriptures with Blaſphemy... n 
I preſume you will not deny, and therefore I need not quote 
Jexts, that Faith in our Lud Feſus is made neceſſary . al 
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remiſſion of Sim, and eternal Salvation; that all the Miracles 


fore might he require, John xiv. 1. Te believe in God, believe 
alſo in me. For ſurely theſe are ſuch Inſtances of his Godhead, 


them to another. 3 | | 
To Faith in him I muſt add Adoration and Worſhip, which Men 
and Angels too are commanded to pay+him. | 5 
It cannot be deny d, but that Prayers directed immediately 
and ultimately to him are Acts of Divine Worſhip : St. Stephen did 
ſo, Lord Feſus receive my Spirit: And the Apoſtles not only 
ray d ro him, but did it in the Form of Bleſſing in his Name, 
which in all Nations, in all Times has been done only in the 
Name of ſuch as they eſteem'd Gods : And 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The 
Holy Ghoft alſo is added (which is the Form now us d in our 


manded them to baptixe in the Name of the Father, and of the 
8 Son, and of the Holy Ghoft : And this he requires them to teach 
all Nations. And in St. Mark c. xvi. 16. there is added to this 
Command, He that believeth, and is baptix d, ſhall be faved ; 
lit be that believeth not ſhall be damned: And Verſe 20. 


they went forth and preach'd, The Lord confirming the Word 
(this Doctrine) with Signs or Miracles. Surely this is a full 


Evidence that all Three Perſons are God; and therefore St. Paul, 
I Cor. i. v. 14, 15. thanks God that he baptiz d none. pu 


Baptiſm is a Dedication of us to God, But if this may, nay muſt, 
be done to Chriſt and to the Holy Ghoſt, and yet the One be but 
a Creature, and the Other the Creature of that Creature, I know 
not how you will excuſe your ſelf from the Fopiſh Superſtition 
of addreſſing themſelves ro Saints and Angels, and imploring 
of them their Protection: Or even from Pagan Tdolatry ; for 
@ they had their rucelar Deities, which yer they did not eſteem 
their Supreme God: For ler the Nature and Dignity of our Sæui- 


Cod, we muſt ſay as the Angel did to St. 7obn, Rev. xxii. 9. Se 
God himſelf has ſaid, He will not give his Glory to another. 

I know not how you will avoid this Difficulty, but by ad vi- 
ſing your Proſelytes not to baptize their Children, till the 
Time comes (which in your Poſtſcript to the Biſhop of Len- 
dun, you ſay you hope for) chat there ſhall be a Reformation 
too; but in the mean time to the Arian you add Anabap= 
dot to receive you into their Communion. 
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which were wrought by the Apoſtles, even the giving the Holy 
Ghoſt, were effected thro” Faith in his Name; and well there- 


that without ir no Creature could: require, nor any Creature 


Acts vii. 
39. 


Litug)) and with great Reaſon; for our Saviour has com- Matthew 
xRviii. 19. 


leſt any ſhould ſay, that he baptix d in his own Name: For 


our be never ſo great and highly exalted, if he be leſs than 
00 db it not, for I am thy Fellow. Servant —— worſbip G; for 


of our Doxology, for then the Form of Baptiſm may be alter d 
ziſt ; and yer I believe moſt of them are ſo good Chriſtians, a 
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p. 3. 


I muſt nor omit, 1 John v. 7. There are Three that bear Re- 


plain and expreſs Proofs to deprive us of ſo long a Poſſeſ. 
Tw. “r- 4 . e OE 
But it is aſtoniſhing, that you ſhould, P. 29. with ſo great 
Confidence peremptorily aſſert, that no one Perſon excepted 
c ag ainſt the Word Created till Athanaſius; nor any one aſſerted, 


Quotations convict you, at leaſt, the Authors you have directed 


And have you never ſeen Biſhop Bulls incomparable Book? Do 
12 not know that your Learned Friend Pr. Clark rejects the 


confirm d the malicious Man's Rule, fortiter calumniare, aliguit 
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cord in Heaven, the Father, the Sn, and the Holy Ghoſt, and c 
theſe Three are One. I know you have a very ſhort Anſwer to 6 
this Text, that it was inferred by ſuch as you now call Athy. pu 
naſians. But this is a Point 1 ſhall leave to be argued by S 
Learned Men. : Tis enough for me that I find this Text in my ye 
Bible; and that ir was in this Epiſtle before, the Time of 4. ti 
us ; for St. Cyprian (who liv'd about the Middle of the Third 
Century) in Syllables quotes it; and therefore tis incumbent 
on the Arians to prove it was inſerted; and it requires very 


that the Son was uncreated till be did it: For your own 


me to, have furniſh'd me with many Inſtances that confute you: 


eſtimony of the Fathers? And does not Dr. Waterland, in his 
admirable Tract, give the Reaſon for it, via. Becauje he knows 
7. fß̃⁵«?ñ . 90 ee 

is no [els aſtquiſhing that you ſhould venture to aſſert, that 
for the Coeterntty, of this Spirit, or. eyen his equal Antiquity 
© with the Son, there is not One proper and direct Teſtimony, S. 
© cred or Primitive, that you know of, now, extant in the Records of 
the Chriſtian Church; till long after the Council of Nice, in the 
latter Days of Athanaſius himſelf.” Experience has too much 


herebit:; And there can be no Reaſon; far ſuch bold poſitive 
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. + Fir; You cite Tertulllan adverſus Prax. for ſaying, © I ſuppoſe P. 38. 
© the Spirit is deridd from no other Origin, than from the Father 
6 by the Son: Tertullian s Words are, Quia Spiritum non aliunde 
puto qudm à Patre per Filium. . LN 


| ' Origin might have been omitted iu your Tranſlation, but that 
| you thought it would ſeem to your Reader to imply a Crea- 
; tion. ate t . ge bo 


| The moſt that can fairly be inferr'd from this Paſſage, is, 
that in Tertullian's Opinion the Proceſſion” of the Holy Ghoſt was 
from the Father, () not and (Y) the Son, as the Do- 
5 ctrine of the Gree Church is, and has formerly been the Sub- 

ject of a great Diſpute: But nevertheleſs, that this was not 
| Tertullian 8 Opinion, will appear by what follows, p. 877. Ter- 
tins eſt Spiritus 2 Deo & Filio : The Third is the Spirit from God 
| 


(the Father) and the Ss. 
But to your Quotation, I further ſay: _ \ | 
Tertullian was anſwering an Obje&ion, that Three Perſons in Adv.Prax. 
| © Tertullian, (a) for the Monarchy is to be underſtood to be then 
| F ſubverted, when another Dominion of its own Condition and 
proper State, and therefore emulous, is ſuperinduced. 
= * when another God is brought in, or there are many Gods. 
© But I, who deduce the Son, non aliunde, from no other than 
© the Subſtance of the Father, how can T be ſaid to deſtroy the 5 
© Monarchy ? And ſo it muſt be ſaid in the Third Degree, be- ; 
© cauſe I think the Holy Spirit is non aliunds, from no other than 
WE © fromthe Father by the Son; as he had faid à little before, 
„(r) How can God feem to ſuffer any Diviſion or Diſperſion in 
the Son and Holy Ghoſt, who hold the Second and Third Rank 
| $ Partakers (Conſorts) of the Subſtance of the Father; as he © 
had faid, p. 844. (againſt thoſe who believ'd God to be One, no 
. ctherwiſe than as if the ſame Mypoſtaſis or Perſon were Father, 
and Son, and Holy Ghoſt) (f) © as if One might not be A/ in this 
oo EET EG CH 0012029 Sway 


the Godhead deſtroy'd rhe Monarchy of the Deity : * No, ſays p. 845. 
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(4) Everfio monarchiæ illa eſt tibi intelligenda cùm alia 
Dominario ſuz conditionis & proprii ſtatus & per hoc æmula 
fuperinducitur ; chm alius Deus infertur adverſus Creatorem, 
rune} male cùm plures ſecund um Valentinos & Prodicos. 
Cæterùm qui Filium non aliundè deduco ſed de ſubſtantia Pa- 
tris . Quomodo poſſum de fide deſtruere monar- 
chiam Hoc mihi & in Tertium gradum dictum fit, quia 
Spiricum non aliundè puto quam A Patre per Eiliuunmn. 
() Quale eſt ut Deus diviſionem & diſperſionem pati videa- 
tur in Filio & in Spiricu Sancto ſecundum & tertium ſortitis lo- 
eum tam eonſortibus ſubſtantiæ Patris. 5 1 
(d) Dum unicum Deum non alias pu tat credendum quam fi 
plum cundemg; & Parrem & Filium & Spiritum Sanctum di- 
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up alſo, fo lotig"as "Al are of One, vc. by the Unity of 


P. 36. 


© Subſtance. And the Divine Oeconomy diſpoſes this Unity in- 


_ © to Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; Three, not in (ſtatu) 


© Condition, but Degree (or Order, .) not in SubFance} but in 
© Form, &c. Which, p. 853. he repeats, ſpeaking of the Fa- 


"ther and the Son, (9 not Two (Gods; but as Father and Son 


Two; not by any Separation of Subſtance, but by Diſpoſition; 
© for we aſſert the Syn to be undivided and inſeparate from the 
© Father. ' And p. 847. () We ſay the vn proceeds by Prola- 
© tion from the Father, but is not ſeparated from him, The Fa- 
© ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are inſeparate from each other, 
And p. 849. Vbique teneo unam ſubiTantiam in tribus caberenti. 
Tour Quotation out of Origen's Comment on St, Fobn, p. 56. 


is moſt ſtrangely repreſented; for upon the Text in St. John, 


that all things were made by the Word, he ſtates Three Opinions ; 


not that any of them were given as his own, but as in the per- 


ſon of others ; and the Concluſion, which may ſeem to be his 


Opinion. you have perverted by your. Tranſlation. 


The firſt of theſe Opinions is, that 5 whoever ſays that the 


Holy Spirits a:Being made, and allows this Text in S. John, 


© muſt of Neceſſity allow, that he was made by the Word, and 


by Conſequence (here you make a N. B.) the Word was 
» + more ancient than He. TE 4 


Now all this is certainly true, if the Holy Spirit be a Being 
made; bur this wants to be prov'd, nor is it Origen's Aſſertion; 
2nd the Conſequence, that, in that Caſe, the Word is more 
ancient than He, is alſo certain and obvious without your N. B. 
Which ſnews indeed your own Opinion, but not Origen's, tho 
perhaps you inſerted it to induce the Reader to think ſo. 

The Second Opinion is, That whoever will not admit the Ho- 


Aly Spirit to be made h Chriſt, maſt by Conſequence (ay that he 


i Unbegotten, if he judges what is (aid in ( not the, 4 you 
© render it generally, but) this Goſpel, ( viz. this Text in St. John) 
n | f | 


— 


cat ; quaſi non fic quoq; unus fir omnia, dum ex uno omnia per 
ſubſtantiæ ſc. Unitatem; & nihilominus cuſtod iatur S2 % 


ſacramentum quæ unitatem in Trinitatem diſponit, tres diri- 


ens patrem & Filium & Spiritum Sanctum, tres autem non 
atu fed gradu, nec ſubſtantia ſed forma, ce. 
: (*f) Dii non duo, ſed qua Pater & Filius duo, non ex ſepa- 
ratione ſubſtantiæ ſed ex d iſpoſitione, individuum & inſepera- 
tum Filium à Patre pronunciamus. r 


(1) Prolatum dicimus Filium à Patre, ſed non ſeperatum, 
inſeperatos ab alterutro Patrem, Filium & Spiricym Sanctum 


Teſtar, 


* 


Here 


r — rr 
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Here you ſtop, as it were, to give us our Choice of theſe | 
Two Opinions; knowing, that cho' we do aſſert that the Holy 
Hirit is a neceſſary Efflux of the Deity, as proceeding from the 
Unbegotten Father, (as we ſay the Son is alfo by being begotten 
of the Father) yer we do acknowledge that Unbegotten is ſaid 
particularly of the Father, and, in Conſequence of this our 
Doctrine, you imagine, that ſince we both ſhall diſallo this 
ſecond Opinion, (unleſs you will change the Term Unbegotten to 
— as un wy alſo ſigniſies) we muſt agree with you in 
eb | 
But you have omitted the Third Opinion, which is of one 
who Ae 02 © That there is no proper, peculiar Eſſence (ia 
dj of the Holy Spirit different from the Father and the 
„ N | Wn | 
If by 1 d,jC ſhould be meant no diſtin Perjonality, we 
ſhall both agree in rejecting this Third Opinion, and ſo does Pamph. 
Origen to. BI . . Apol - 

But if I #019y be taken, as I have render'd it, (and it p. 760. 
properly ſignifies ) for Subſtance or Eſſence, then here the Con- 
ſubſtantiality of the Holy Spirit is aſſerted: Then the Text, Mat. 
ni. 32. is cited, that Blajphemy againſt the Son ſhall be forgiven, 
but again} the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven ; as it is allo ci- 
ted in Pamphilus's Apology, p. 674. with this Expreſſion of 
Admiration, (4) O, how great is the Majety of the Holy 
irit. 5 1 5 
Then immediately after this Text in St. Matthew, follows 
the laſt Part of your Quotation, which for the ſtraage Tranſla- 
tion and perverting of it, I will ſer down in diſtinct Columns. 


In your Tranſlation, 0 As in the GREEK. 


We who are perſuaded, that | (t) We therefore who are per. 
the Father, Son, and Holy | ſuaded, that there are Three 
Ghoſt are Three Subſtances, FIR or Subſiſtences, Father, 

| and Son, 


PTY 
—_ 


= * *” — * 


(?) *Brar.) ms reir- S W Wo. Sywantov 
und #0i2y mid idVay d,. Ts dis mid uatTC wear as 
7 meTyea g & vidy. 3 . Ty 
© Quis ergo non obſtupeſcat quanta Majeſtas fit Spirictis 

1 1 0 5 
(r) Hude lira a re, WamogthTers m61W0 hover ſpree F 
Ne * uta: Mi! 4 }49v myd ua, 9 &Nunrey windy Ne TY 
Td) ee i) msdiovres ws evorCeregv & n e aeniuehu 73 
mivTov Nd e e N , d & hö, mivruy 70 
. x) Ng aus . a Taless d gersd wer 

. 1 | 


— 


[70] 
and do believe there is nothing | Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and do 
unbegotten but the Father; do | believe that there is nothing un- 
admit this Notion as agreeable fo | begotten but the Father, or that 
Piety and Truth, that when all is different from the Father; 
things are ſaid to be made by | do admit as pious and true, (all 
the Word, the Holy Spirit is | Things being made by the Word) 
the moſt honourable, and Firſt | that the Holy Ghoſt is more ho- 
in Order of thoſe. Beings which | nourable than all Things, and 
the Father made by * | in Order or Station, than all 
Things made by the Father * 
| Chriſt, 


- Beſides ocher aults i in your Tranſlation, L muſt cake norice 
that you turn 7 puw7eegy into a Superlative, moſt honourable, in 
ſpight of your Grammar, and inſert Firſt 1 in ſpight of your 
Author, in which it is not. 

The Import of this paſſage ſeems to be this: That there are 


Three diſtin Perſons or Subſiſtences, (not Subſtances ) Viz. The 


Father, the Sim, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and tho? it be true, that 
there is nothing unbegotten but rhe Father, and that all Things 
were made by bim; yet tis true too, that the Holy Ghoft, who 
is One of thoſe Three Perſons, is more honourable than all Made 
or Created Beings, and is in Rank and Station above, or more 
"ang than all Things made by the Father, by or thro 
Chri 

But whatever Doubt there may be of Origens Opinion or 
Expreſſions in this Paſſage, the Account which Pamphilus gives 


of him is full and clear, and fers forth Orjgen's. Sentiments ot 


rhe Holy Spirit in Terms indiſputable.  _ 

() P. 760, Origen ſays, * He could not fad one word i in the 
© Scriptures, by which the Holy Ghoſt could be ſaid to be a Crea- 
© ture; and yer, of all the Farhers, none were better, ſcarce 
ſo well, vers d in the Scriprures as Origen. 

(C®) P. 764. he ſays, That Baptiſm was not compleat, but by 
* the Authority of dhe Trinity, that is, by the Naming of the Fa. 
© ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt and, particularly, that the Name of 
-* the Holy Ghoſt muſt be join'd with the Father and Sun. 


* 
—ũ— 5 Ry — 
7 * 


- ( 1 veruntamen uſq; ad præſens ni ſermonem in Serip- 
ruris ſanctis invenire potuimus, per quem Spiritus Sanctus Crea- 
tura eſſe diceretur, 

(*) Salurare baptiſmum non niſi excellenciſſime Trinitatis 
authoritate; i. e. Patris & Filij, & Spiritüs Sancti cognomina- 
tione compleatur, & innato Deo & unigenieo ejus F "ne, nomen 
quoꝗ; 3 Sancti copuletur. 


— - 
2 
* 


— 
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Spi it. And St. Paul ſays, 1 Car. c. ii. v. 10, © The Spirit ſearch- 
eth the deep Things of God; and v. 11. The Things of God , 
= © *noweth no Man, but the Spirit of God. Sm dk 

So 1 Cor. xii. St. Paul reckons up the ſeveral Gifts of the Holy 


6 ? | 2 . — 
——ů— ́ —— — : 


) Sicur pater novit initia omnium quz ſunt & fines, fic & 
Filius fic & Spiritus Sanctus ſciat id; quod im poſſibile eſt omni 
Creaturæ cognoſcerf e. 5 


14 : 
| | | he 
. T 
* 


PPP 
Y p. 765. He makes the Onmiſcience of the Holy Spirit a 
Proof of his Divinity, ſay ing, That as the Father and the Son 
© knows the Beginnings and Ends of all Things, fo alſo does the Holy 
Spirit; which is impoſſible for a Creature to ab. FO 
I have in a former Place taken notice of your Quotation, 
5. 35. of Ireneus, that the Text in Geneſis, Let us make, &c. 
was ſpoke to the Holy Ghoft, as well as ro the Son; and you 
have alfo cired him for applying the 8th of the Proverbs to the 
Holy Spirit; and then, notwithſtanding your Notion of the 
Creation of the Holy Ghoſt by the Son, if the Son was created the 
Beginning of his Ways, and the Holy Ghoſt was alſo created the 


Beginning of his Ways, then there are Two Beginnings. 


And tho' I have alſo quoted Athenagoras before, I muſt once 
more mention what he ſays, viz. The Holy Ghoſt is the Efflixx 
© of God, flowing from and reflected back to him, as the Rays 
of the Sun. Who then would not wonder, that they ſhould 
© be call'd Atheiſts, who acknowledge God the Father, God the 
m, and the Holy Ghoſt, ſhewing both their Power in Unity, and 
© Diſtinion in Order? 5 b | 


And now ſurely I may venture to contradict you, and ſay, 


that there are ſome proper and direct Primitive Teſtimonies for 
the equal Antiquity of che Holy Ghoſt with the Sn, nay, and for 
his Coeternity, For Athenagoras and Treneus liv'd in the Second 
Century; Tertullian, Origen and Pamphilus in the Third, long 
before Arius broach'd his Hereſy, or Athanaſius had Occaſion to 
aſſert our Faith in Oppoſition to it; fo chat you muſt blot thefe 
out of your Catalogue, p. 29. of the Defenders of your Do- 
ctrine, and the reſt too, if your Quorations out of them be 
like theſe which I have examin'd; and I have a Right to 
conclude they are no better, till cheſe are juſtify'd to be trac 


aud fair; which, I am confident," is impoſſible to be done. 


I ſhall now mention ſome of the Sacred Teſtimonies, which 
the Scriptures afford us. END 8 
I have already taken notice of the Form of Bleſſing in the 
Name of the Holy Ghoſt, as well as of che Father and of the 


Sm ; and that we are in like Manner to be baptiz d; and of 


the Tnference Origen makes from the Omniſcience ot the Holy 


Spirit, in the 5th, 8th, gth, 1othy 11th Verſes; and in the 28th 


„ 


\ + — 


Oude. 


ö 
b 
! 
ö 
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he aſcribes them all to God ; and as he ſays in the 4th Verſe, 
pere are Diver ſities of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit: So in the 
Ath and sth Verſes he ſays, It is the ſame Lord, the ſame 

God which worketh all in all, o 
Rom. ix. 1. St. Paul calls the Holy'Ghoft to witneſs: This is, 
ſwearing by him, which is appealing to him as knowing our 
Hearts, which God only does. I the Lord ſearch the Heart, 
ri the Reins, Jer. xvii. 10. And tis an Act of Adoration due 
only to Almighty God; and therefore our Saviour forbids 
us to {wear even by Heaven, tho it be the Throne of God, 
wo | a TRE TY e 
Acts v. 3. St. Peter tells Ananias, He had lied to the Hil 
| = and v. 4. he ſays that by ſo doing, he had lied unt, 


Ats xiii. 2. The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas an 
Paul; and v. 4. they being ſent forth, preached, v. 5. the 
Word of God. 1 V 


2 I 


Theſe may be ſufficient to ſhew, that there are Sacred Teſti. 
monies alſo aſſerting the God head of rhe Holy Ghoſt. | 
K 1 And therefore let me ex poſtulate with you, Why you never 
: A . make him the dire& Obje& of any Doxology at all? For if he 
be Cod; if he beſtows upon us all ocher Gifts and Graces, by 
which we are enabled to do any Service to God, as is evident 
both by Sacred and Primitive Teſtimonies, all Acts of Adora. 
tion are due to- him; and, ad hominem, I may ſay, you eſpe- 
cially ſhould not deny this to him; becauſe in the Doxologies, 
which you quote, you allow this A# of Divine Worſhip to be 
paid ro Chriſt, tha you make him but a Creature; which, if 
but a Creature, ought not to be paid to him. 
There can be no doubt, but that the Doxologies in the Scrip- 
ture may be piouſly us d by any good Chriſtian; God forbid, 
that they ſhould be calFd Arian: But if they, why deny the 
Divinity of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and of the Holy Ghoſt, uſe 
| theſe Doxologies in Oppoſition to the Divinity of Chriſt and the 
Letter to x1ly Ghoſt, and as a Declaration of their Denial of it, then they 
the Biſdop are Arians, or ſomthing .( I know not what, for you call both 
of London, Aviane and Athanaſians Hereticks) which is not Chrifian, by 
P- 9 . wreſting and abuſing thoſe Scriptures to a Purpoſe very diffe- 
Pſal. ci. rent from the Doctrine therein expreſsly aſſerted and deliverd 
1 to us. The Devil quoted to our Saviour the Scripture exacti) 
Mat. iv. 6. in Syllables; but in the Application and Uſe he made of it, 
Tul. iv. 10. he was ſtill a Devil, a Tempter, and a Liar, as much as from the 
Beginning. | HE SR | an | 
Now whatever may be that Sin againſt the Holy Ghoft, whieh 
our Saviour ſays ſhall never be forgiven, ſurely denying that 
Holy Spirit, reducing this Third Perfon in the Bleſſed Trinity to 
| Heb.x, a Creature, and that of @ Creature; and doing this deſpight to 
29. the Spirii of Grace, muſt moſt of all be a Sin againſt Him: N 5 
| | 0 
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tho! there be a Sin\anto Death, for which St. Fobn will nor ſay 1 John vi 
that We ſhall pray, yet in Nr I will hope you are nat ſo 16. 9 / 
nd Place for Repentauce, and Heb. xii 


harden'd in it, but chat you will 


a Way to change your Mind; and, in order to ic, will ſeek it 17. | 
earneſtly with Tears; and therefore (tho you value not Anathe- Me]artias 
mas p. At.) accept of my Prayers, that that Holy Ghoſt, wa 

that Faraclet, that Advocate, who maketh Interreſſion for us, with Rom. vi. 
Groanings which cannot be utter d, may give you his Grace to ſee 26. 


your Error, and to repair by a publick Recantation (as much 
as in you lies) that Scandal, which you have given to all true 
Chriſtians by ſo unwarranted and blaſthemous a Doctrine. 


I ſhould now, according to. your Nethod, ſum up the Evi- 


dence on both Sides; but when I conſider how few Texts of 


Scripture. you have cited, and how ſtrangely you have miſ-- 
conſtrued and miſapply'd them; and how you have mangled your 
Teſtimomes, by leaving out and jutting in whatſoever ſuited 
. your. Purpoſe; I may very juſtly ſay, as you do, p. 37. i is 
not neceſſary to divide them under Two Heads; for you may be 


' ſaid to have made Evidence, but to have produced none: So that 


if renouncing your firft Faith, into which you were baptiz d, be 
a Falling away, and that be a Cracifying the Son of God afreſh, 1 
doubt we cannot ſay for the ſame Reaſon, for which our Savi- 
our pray d for them, who actually did crucify him, Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do, ER 
On the other Hand, if the Texts and Prephecies in the Old Te- 
ſtament, which teſtify of the Meſſiah, and what he was to be; 
| and if the Opinion and Expe&ation of the Jews founded there- 
upon be of any Value: | | " 
If Revelations from Heaven, the Voice of God the Father bear- 
ing Witneſs of him, the Holy Spirit of Truth, the Aſſertions of 
our Saviour bimſelf, and the Writings of the inſpir'd Apoſtles, 
1 5 Succeſſors, to the Time of Arius, are ſufficient Evidence 
of Truth: : 


Heb. i. 6. 


Luk. xxiii. 
E 


oh. v. 39. 


| If Miracles, ſuch as no Man ever did, wrought by his own : 
Power, and in his own Name, raiſing himſelf from the Dead, au- 


thoritatively forgiving Sins, giving the Holy Ghoſt and Eternal 


Life, receiving and reguiring from all Men Adoration, and Wor- 


ſhip, and Honour, no leſs than what is paid to the Father, are as 


good Proofs of his Divinity, as they are of Omnipotency, which 
I rake to be Hnonimous; 


— 


Then thie Author and Finiſher of our Faith, the Lord Feſus, is 


eternally God, the God of our Salvation; and we muſt wich joyful 


Lips praiſe him, and ſay, Before thou had'ſt form d the World, 


from everlaſting to Everlaſting thou art God. 


© And. no Leſs is the Holy Spirit; for which the Authorities and 
Proofs have been but ſo little before mention'd, that I need not 


This 


repeat them. 


Pſa), xc. 2. 
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Thbis is the Faith which has been deliver to the Sainte; this 7 
bas been profeſ#d and rauyht for 300 Years after Chrift, ( wy 
#  _ incomparable Biſhop” Bull hath irrefragably ' prov'd ; ) This p 


What hath been confirm'd by their Mirzelzs, and ſeal'd with 
their Blond; and alſo of their Succeſſors, in Oppoſition to 
Ariit and his Diſciples, and in Spight of the ſevereſt, and 
indeed more barbarous Perſecution than ever was ſuffer d un. 
der the moſt cruel and inhuman Heathens. This Seed of the Church 

Has brought forth Fruit for theſe 1300 Tears from that Time: 


1 who ſhall privily C I wiſh I had no Occaſion now to add Openly ) 


John xvi. And unleſs that Holy Ghoft, who was fent from Heaven to lea 
13. and guide us into all Truth, and to teach us all Things, has taught 


8 — & OO A = 


to your Authority, and peremptory, ill. grounded Aſſertions, in 
Contradiction of thoſe Apoſtles, who, we both agree, did write 

as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
3 And tho' it be one great Bleſſing and Privilege of the 
Jer. xxxi. Kingdom of the Meſſiah, foretold by x Prophet, and repeated 


2 CITE : be 2 R : 
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34- by St. Paul, that all ſhall new the Lord, from the leaſt 10 
Heb, viii. the greateſt; and the Scriptures were written for this Pur- 
Il. pole, and are profitable for Inſtruction; and are able to make 
= 2 Tim. iii. , and even Children (for literally Timothy, to whom it 15 
1886. fſaid, had Enn them from a Child ) wiſe unto Salvation; yet 
21im. iii. they muſt be forbid to all Proteſtants, as well as Papiſts, 
15. who are not ſo learned and cunning Interpreters of them as 


your (elf and your Friends, leſt they ſhould be led by them 

Acts xxiv. into that Faith and Worſhip of their Fathers, which Tow call He- 
20. reſy, Biſhop Kidder mentions a fabulhus Story among the 3 
FRV . That 


* 


. 

That when Almighty God dictated the firſt Chapter of Geneſis 
to Moſes, and came to the 26th Verſe, Let Us make Man ; 
Miſes was ſtartled, and pray'd him to alter that Expreſſion, leſt 
it might be interpreted of a Nurality of Gods; but was anſwer- 
ed, Write as I command you: So I fancy if you had been the 
Amanuenſis to the Apoſtles, you would have propos'd to them 
to alter choſe ſacred and inſpir'd Writings, which fo expreſsly aſ- 
ſert the Divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt ; and they would have 
E anſwered you, as God did Moſes, or as St. Paul tells the Corin- 

thians in the Caſe of the Lord's Supper, What I deliver to you I 1 Cor. xi, 
received of the Lord; and as he tells the Epheſians, I muſt not 23. 
ſhun to declare unto you all the Cqunſel of God; for there will ariſe Acts xx. 
Men [peaking perverſe Things, &c. and other Foundation can no v. 27. 
Man lay, than what is laid, which is Feſus Chriſt, Ver. 30. 

6 1 Cor. iii. 

To conclude: Faith, ſays the Apoſtle, is the Evidence of 11. 
Tings not ſeen, not to be judg'd by our Senſe or ſhallow Rea- Heb. xi. x, 
ſoning grounded upon it: Hardly do we gue;s aright at Things Wild. ix. 
that are upon Earth, but the Things that are in Heaven, who hath 16. 
ſearched aut? For the more thou ſearcheſt, the more thou ſhalt mar- 2 Eſdr. iv. 
E vel, at the infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in viſiting his 26. 
Creatures, till we come to ſee him as he is, and to nom him even I John iii. 
as we are known. 5 Kok: | 2, 

I'pray God to enlighren your Eyes, that you may know at 1 Cor, xiii, 
Wleaſt in this your Day the Things which belong to your Peace: And 12. 
Cod grant that we may meet in Communion with the Church Luke xix. 
of God here, and wich the Saints hereatrer : That beginning 42. 
Jour Praiſes upon Earth, we may be admitted to jon wich the Eph. i. 18, 
Wheavenly Choir in eternal Alleluiahs, to the Glory of God the Fa- | 
cher, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, One God, Bleſſed for 
erer. This is the ſureſt Mark, I can give you, of Friendſhip : 
; And that | 


I am 


| Tour Humble Servant, 
Burley, PEN 6 


NOTTINGHAM. 


LE POST- 


8 Pe 38. 


POSTSCRIPT 


T HERE are fome Things in your Letter relating to this 
- Controverſy, but not properly the SubjeF of it, which ! 
have not taken notice of in the foregoing Letter, though they 


_ ſeem more particularly addreſs'd to me than all the reſt ; and 


therefore I will now tell you what you may expect from me 
concerning them. = 7 

You wiſh that I may be a happy Means of bringing all the 
Parts of our old genuine Chriſtianity to ſuch a fair, open and 
© impartial Examination, as you have propos d. 

If you mean, as you ought, that Hethod, which in all Ages 
has been the Practice of the Church in determining Cloris 
I heartily concur with you; and we have in our happy Con- 
ſtitution that Method eftabliſk'd by Law: The Convocation is 1 
Part of the Parliament, and as of Right it muſt be ſummon d 
with the parliament ; ſo that Summons will be rendred inſig- 
nificant and nugatory, if they are not permitted to fit and af 
in taking Care of that Flock of Chriſt, of which the Holy Ghuft 
has made them Overſeers, and which the Laws of the Land 
have committed to them; efpecially at a Time when the De- 
&rines of our moſt holy Faith, and the Apoſtolical Inſtitution of 


the Government of our Church, are ſo virulently attack d, and 


in ſo open and inſolent a Manner. 

It was the Advice of Mecenas to AuguSFus, never to ſuffer 
any Innovation in Religion; becauſe the Peace of the State de- 
pended upon ir: Thar Prince had Peace in all the World ; but 
what Diſturbances, what Miſeries, Innovations in Religion have 
caus'd in this Nation, the Hiſtory of the laſt Age informs us 
ſufficiently ; and how fatal the Feuds and Animoſities, occa- 
fion'd by the Pretenders to Religion, in this may be, no Man can 


foretel, every good Man fears. 


Now whatever ill Uſe has been made of the Text for ſuffer- 
ing the Tares, which were ſown by the Enemy, togrow up with the 
Wheat ; yet ſurely we are not to lay our ſelves to veep on pur- 
Poſe to give the Enemy an Opportunity to fow them. The 2 
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reckon they are forbid even by the Law of Mnſes to revile the 
Gods of other Nations, which were no Gods: But that the Syn 
if God, whom we, and all Chriftendom, adore as the God of our 
$4tvation, ſhould be revil d, trampled upon, and put to open Shame 
by thoſe of our own Nation, in Contempt of the Laws of the 
Land as well as of God, uncontroul d, without any Animadver ſion, 
without giving the proper Champions of our Faith an Oppor- 
tunity to refute and reclaim them from their Errors, is fo unac- 
countable a Proceed ing both in Prudence and Religion, that 1 
will hope a ſpeedy Remedy will be apply'd to it; and that 
thoſe, who are in Authority, will free themſelves not only from 
the Suſpicion, but from rhe real Guilt too of being Partakers of 
other Men's Sins; for, qui non prohibet, cum date, jubet : And 
therefore that they will adviſe his Majeſty to give the Fathers 
and Paſtors of our Church Leave to ſpeak for themſelves, and in- 
deed for the King: For Defender of the Faith is not an empty Ti- 
tle. The Defenſe of the Church of England, and the holy Reli- 
gion profeſs'd in ir, is the Foundation of the Revolution, and of 
His Majeſty's Succeſſion to the Throne. And, after all our Expe- 
riments, this Church will be found to be, as was ſaid of the 
Sanctuary, The Excellency of our Strength, and indeed of all the Ezekiel 
F Proteſtants in Europe; who, as much as they want our Support, xxiv. 21. 
will have little Reaſon to think we ſhall be much concern'd | 
for them, with whom, in ſome Points we differ, if we ſnew 
but little Teal for our common Chriſtianity, in which we 
agree. | : 
; By what I have now faid, and in the foregoing Letter, you 
may eafily conclude, what my Opinion will be of your De- 
mand of an open Toleration: If the Lord Feſus be a Creature, 
and you worſhip him, 'tis. Iablatry: If he be God, and you 
deny him, tis Blaſphemy. And what Puniſnment Almighty. 
God ordain'd for both rheſe Sorts of Offenders you know. What 
Texts have you to quote for an Exemprion from thoſe Pe- 
nalties ; or, ar leaſt, ſuch as the Laws of the Land inflict:? 
What can we ſay in Conſcience for an Indulgence, and there- 
by, in ſome Meaſure, e$abliſhing theſe Iniquities by a Law? 
When the Jews aſſaulted the Chriſtians, and were bearen * + i. e. py 
even before the Judgment-Seat, cwas no ſmall Reproach to ;pogreeks, 
Gallio, that he cared for none of thoſe Things. Shall che States Acts xyiii. 
of the Realm out- do that ſtupid Governor, and even countenance, 17. | 
nay authorize Aſſaults upon the Lord Feſus himſelf? Thus we 
ſhould expoſe our ſelves to that, ſevere Rebuke, Theſe are the Zech. xiii. 
Wounds, which I receiv'd in the Houſe of my Friends. i | 
But if this were not the Caſe, with what Face can Arians 
ask ſuch Favour from any who have ever read the Hiſtory 
of their Barbarities * I might ſay, 197 have taught us a 
Leſſon againſt themſelves ; but I am far from inferring om 


thence a Retaljation ; but ſurcly tis a prudent, and, ibis 
looſe Age, a neceſſaty Caution, not to admit ſuch. gncmes 
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within our alle, nor make it poſſible for them ever to be in 

a Condition to practiſe the like again. 

As fer that wonderful Book, as you call it, p. 40. The 

© Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, by which you would have the Do@rine, 

< Diſcipline, Government, Worſhip and Canons of the Church a. 

© mended , or rather that it might be admitted entirely as an 

© Original Rule and Standard in theſe Matters: I am not learned 

enough to argue from Authorities thar This is not genuine ; but 

J have ſome Things againſt the Uſe Jou have made of it, and 

which you defire others and the whole Church of God to do too. 

P. 40, 41. Tou your ſelf ſay, p. 41. That you believe it to be genuine, 

and for the main uncorrupt. I cannot well reconcile theſe 

Two: For if there he any Inomn Corruptions in it, then it is 

not genuine and Authentick ; or at leaſt it muſt be purg'd of 

thoſe Corruptions, before it can be of any Authority: And how 

ſhall we diſtinguiſh them? I know you have a ſhort Rule for 

it, viz. Whatever does not ſuit with your Opinion is corrupt; 

and by rhe ſame Reaſon, whatever does nor ſuit with your 44. 

ver[aries Opinion, muſt be judg'd by them to be corrupt: And at 

this Rate the whole muſt be laid aſide; and indeed it is very fit 

it ſhould be ſo. OS 1 fre mA 

For how can This be a Rule and Standard, which muſt it ſelf 

be tryd by ſome other Rule, before it can in Reaſon be admit- 

ted to be ſo? And it in the Scriptures the Whole Counſel of Gi 

hath been made known to us; it, as in the 6th Article of our 

.., Church, they contain All Things neceſſary to Salvation, or as 

2 Tim. Il. St. Paul ſays, are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation; What need 

15. have we to ſeek for another Rule? Or to heap to our ſelves 

2 Fim. iv. Teachers, having itching Ears? For 'tis, as St. Paul tells us, an 
3 Evidence, that we will not end ure ſound Doctrine. 8 

Bur I will ſuppoſe your Quotations out of this Book, ( for! 

have not compared them) are, not like your other Quotations, 

but, in 20 Reſpects, right and fair: Then if theſe. are inconſ. 

ſtent with the auvow'd Writings of the Apoſtles, as moſt certain 

they are; Which of the Two ſhall a Man, that is to form hi 

Faith, be guided by? Thoſe Writings which are acknoy- 

ledg'd by Both to be genuine, and written by Inſpiration; or 

thoſe, which are controverted? The Choice is Ea); and beſides 

the genuine Scriptures being firſt written, St. Paul ſays, tho an 

Gal. i. 8. Angel from Heaven ſhould preach any other Goſpel than that which 

pe have preach'd unto you, Let him be accur;ed, 

But ſuppoſe you could anſwer every Objection to this wonder- 

ful Book, (which I am confident you cannot as a Scholar ; and 

I am ſure you cannot reconcile or maintain the Contradictions in 

it to the true Scriptures) I pray you to conſider the Conſe- 

quence of it, and the Miſchief you do to Religion by the At- 

tempt of it; for the genuine Scriptures and this Book cannot 

both be true; but if both be aſſerted and made out to be of equal 


Authority, the Conſequence muſt be (and wicked Men, bei 
_ EE 
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and Deiſts will not fail ro infer it) that we muſt believe neither ; 
for tho one Part of a Contradiction muſt be true, yer a Witneſs, 
who affirms both Parts, is never believ'd, but is ſer aſide as 4 


falſe one in al Courts of the World; becauſe one Part of what 


he ſays muſt be falſe ; and there can be no Reaſon or Ob- 
ligation from him to believe one Part of what he ſays more than 
the other: So that if the Apoſtles have really writ or dictated 
both. the ſacred Books and the Conſtitutions, they muſt loſe all 
credit of Inſpir d Writers, and conſequently you have fur- 
niſh'd a ſufficient Argument to ſer aſide all reveal'd Religion: 
So char I may juſtly ſay of this Book, as the Roman prætor 
Petillins did of That of the Laws of Numa Pompilius ; which, 
like This, was dug our of Rubbiſh; that it was fitted only to 
diſſolve all Religion; or rather that This forms a Religion that is 
ir ſelf fir to be difſotvd, and therefore ſhould be burnt, as 
That was by. che Senate, rather than brought into the Canon of 
the Scriptures, which we are ſure are the Word of God. 

The Jeſuirs in China have form'd a new Goſpel, repreſenting 


our Saviour only in his moſt exalted State, concealing his Cruci- 


fixion: On the other Hand, you are depreſſing him into a 
Creature, not concealing, but denying his Deity. They might have 
learnt a better Leſſon from Sr, Paul, of glorying only in the 
Croſs of Chriſt; and St. John hath told Tou, that he who denies 
the Son is Antichriſt : They take away the Means of our Salvation, 
You take away the Power, by which he can beſtow and give ir 
to us: They ſpeak ſome Truth, bur not the whole Truth: You 
deny the Truth, which, St. John ſays, is no leſs than making God 
4 Liar, by not believing the Record which God gave of his Som. 


Liv. I. 40. 


1 John V. 
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